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TO GAS COMPANIES. 


OGHEAD CANNEL COAL.— 


This is the most highly bituminous coal known, 
and, therefore, peculiarly adapted for mixing with 
inferior coals in the Manufacture of Gas, for which 

urpose it is exclusively used. One ton of it yields 
¥3.500 cubic feet of gas, of the specific gravity of 
“715; and a burner consuming at the rate of 1 cubic 
foot per hour, gives a light equal to 84 spermaceti can- 
dies, each consuming 120 ins of sperm per hour. 
| The light age by | ton of this coal is equal to that 
| from 1990 lbs. of sperm candles; whereas that from the 
| same quantity of Newcastle Caking Coal is only equel 
\'to 420 Ibs.; and that from the best Wigan Cannel Coz. 
||is only 750ibs. of sperm candles. It can be shipped at 
any of the ports in the Frith of Forth or the Clyde. 
‘or terme and other particulars apply to ~ 
R. W. Kennarp and Co., 
le Agents, 
67, Upper Thames-street, London. 


WILLIAM THOMPSON and CO., 
No.2, SHore, LEITH, 
And 87, Unton-staeet, GLASGOW, and 


THOMPSON and CO., 
No. 14, Broap Cuarr, NEWCASTI.E-ON-TYNE, 
Shippers of Cannel and other Gas Coals, Fire-bricks, 


. &e. 


W oREING Manager Wanted, for a 

small country Gas Work, having about 250 
private lights, and 40 public. The party appointed 
will have to provide any assistance he may require in 
zarrying on the works or lighting the lamps. There is 
| a good four-roomed cottage on the premises. Applica- 
‘tion to be made by letter to D.S., care of Mr. T. G. 

















cmabale 32, Bucklersbury, LuNDON 


TO GAS ENGINEERS AND MANAGERS, 


(THE Directors of the Plymouth and 
| STONEHOUSE. GAS LIGHT and COKE COM- 
| PANY are desirous of engaging a p»rson thoroughly 
| acquainted with the facture of Coal Gas upon the 
| most approved principle; he must also,be conver-ant 
| with Gas £ngineering in every department, and fully 
| competent to direct the general superintendence and 
| management of the Works, and to devote the whole of 














| his time and attention to the services of the Company. 
|, He will be required to enter upon the office on the 
1 lst day of January next. 

|| The salary will be £250 per annum, with a r 


4. 





COWEN’S PATENT FIRE CLAY RETORTS,. 


JOS. COWEN and CO., 


BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCAST E-ON-TYNE, 
Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas 
Rerorts and oTHER OBsEcTs in Fire CLAY.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United 
Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at th 
works as above. . 

Also, owners of BLAYDOoN Burn COLLIERY, from 
which “ Cowen’s CANNEL Coat,” extensively used in 
Metropolitan and other Gas Works, and “ CowENn’s 
GARESFIELD COAL,” are obtained. From the latter, 
“ CowEen’s GARESFIELD Coke” is made, the superior 
quality of which is well known. . 

Coal and Coke Office, Quay-side, NEWCASTLE-ON- 
TYNE. 





PATENT IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, OF ALL KINDS 
AND SIZES, FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER, 
LAP-WELDED FLUES FOR BOILERS. 
GALVANIZED TUBES, SHEET-IRON, &C. 


JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 
CHURCH-HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
TuBING MANUFACTURERS from the COMMENCEMENT 
of LiguTING by Gas, and previously Contractors with 
the Government and East India Company for Gun 
Barrels, which were also first supplied by them to Gas 

Companies, and used for the distribution of gas. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT, 
69, UPPER THAMES-STREET. 
N.B. Every Tube is proved by Hydraulic Pressure 
before leaving the Works. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL.—The superior quality of this coal has 
brought it into extensive use in London, and other 
towns at home and abroad. It is exclusively employed 
by the Western Cannel Coal Gas Company of London, 
by whom the Crystal Palace was lighted in 1851, and at 
present many of the finest streets of the metropolis, 
The joint products in gas and coke make this one of 

e most valuable cannel coals known. 

BAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL, and FOUNDRY 
COKE, and FIRE-BRICK MANUFACTORY, esta- 
blished in 1804. Firng-cLay Retorts to drawings; Fire- 
Bricks and every description of Fire Goods on hand 
and to order; Sanitary Pipes, and Ornamental Chimney 
Tops, all manufactured on a large scale, and quality 
warranted. 

Address G. H. Ramsay, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


WANTED, by the Sydenham Gas 
AA, 


and COKE COMPANY, a FQREMAN, who 








y acquainted with the manufacture and 
distribution of Gas, laying mains, fixing services and 
meters, setting retorts, &c. &c., and keeping workin 
accounts at the station; he must also have a practi 
knowledge of the steam-engine. Satisfactory testimo- 
nials of ex nce and stability, &c., will be required. 

Apply, by letter, to Mr. W. M. Stearns, Engineer, 
43, Moorgate-street, LONDON. 


TO GAS INSPECTORS, 


WASTED, by the Commercial Gas 
COMPANY, an active, intelligent persva, of 
good address, as INSPECTOR OF LIGHTs. 

Particulars may be had at the Company's Offices; 
and applications, accompanied by testimonials as to 
character and efficiency, to be addressed to the Secre- 
tary of the Company, on or before Thursday, the 17th 
instant. By order of the Board. 

G. JaquEs, Secretary, 
Commercial Gas Company’s Offices, 
Stepney, Nov. 7, 1853. 








GAS MANAGER WANTED. 


WANTED. by theCuparGasCompany, 
a MANAGER, qualified to keep their books and 
ts, survey the meters, superintend the works 





Vv. II. of THE JOURNAL OF GAS 
LIGHTING for 185] and 1852is ready fordelivery, 
price 28s., bound in cloth and lettered. Cloth backs for 
binding may be had at 2s. 6d. each. 

G. Hebert, 88, Cheapside, London. 





||-on the works. coals, and gas light. 
} Applications, with testimonials of character and 
| ability, to be sent to the Secretary, on or before 
|| Thursday, the lst day of December. 

1} By order of the Board. 

1 HENDERSON, Secretary. 
|| Gas Offices, Pymoutu, Nov. 3, 1853. 


HE Directors of the Eton Gas 


{ Company will receive TENDERS, on or before 
|| Twelve o’clock, on Weduesday, the 23rd inst.. at the 
Office of Mr. Henry Lona, Solicitor, WINDsoR, 
|addressed to the Chairman of the Eton Gas Company, 
|for the construction of a TANK and GASHOLDER, 
| To be tendered for senarately. Drawings and Speci- 
| fications may be seen at the Office of Mr. ALEXANDER 
|Wriegut, Gas Engineer, No, 55, Millbank-street, 
| Westminster. 

| The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest Tender, 

Eton, Nov. 4, 1853. 








| 
| TO GAS METER MAKERS. 


\ WANTED, by a Metropolitan Gas 
Company, a BENCH FOREMAN, who tho- 
| oughly understands Water and Dry Meters. He will 
be required to keep the books relating to his depart- 
ment, and superintend two or three men The appoint- 
ment is permanent, and fair wages given to a competeut 
hand.—Apply (by letter only)—stating age, where 
employed, wages required, and enclosing test ial 

to A. B.C.,Watling’s Newspaper Office, No. 409, Strand. 


T° Gas Companies, and others inte- 
: rested in the MANUFACTURE of GAS. 
Pi he Undersigned—having discovered the cause of 
e general Leakage of Gas Mains, and the means that 
may be applied to prevent such waste, together with 
= material improvements in the machinery used in 
the Manufacture of Gas—is willing to enter into ar- 
omy wna lage — ee gr = any party who 
8 and disposition in i 
a profitable use po to bring the Discovery 
wee it is remembered that from one-sixth to one- 
third of all the Gas manu ‘actured 1s lost by the means 
Stated, the value of such discovery and invention may, 
Some measure, be estimated, 
Inquiries by letter will be attended to by 
. WILSON, 


7, CUMMING-: LACE, PENTONVILLE-HILL. 


























JAMES RUSSELL AND SONS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, and 
Sl, UPPER GROUND-STREET, BLACKFRIARS, 
ONDON, 


PATENTEES, INVENTORS, AND FIRST 
MAKERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON GAS TUBING, 


commencing from the earliest introduction of Gas 
Lighting into this country. Manufacturers of every 
size and descriptionof Wrought-iron Tubes and Fittings, 
from one-eighth up to seven-inch internal diameter, 
for Gas, Steam, or Water. 

PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


LAP-WELDED FLUES, 
for Marine, Locomotive, and Stationary Boilers. 
Inventors and Manufacturers of 
IMPROVED STEAM anp GAS COCKS, 


in Iron or Guu Metal, from three-eighths to six-inch 
ore, 
Manufacturers of every description of hand-screwing 
STOCKS, DIES, and TAPS, 
for Gasfitters and Engineering purposes. 


Manufacturers of Coils, for hot-water and other pur- 
poses; Casing of all sizes, with flush joints, for Well- 
sinkers; Blasting Tubes; Buffer Tubes for Railway 
Carriages; Tubes for Roller Beams; Spindles, Shafts, 
Pendulums, Hydraulic Presses, Core Bars, Steam 
Gauges, &c. &c. 

JaMES Russ®Lt and Sons beg to call the attention 
of Engineers, Builders, Water Companies, and others, 


to their 
PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES, 

which preserve water or other liquids conveyed: by 
them in aperfectly limpid condition ; whilst the Enamel 
itself is as pure as the finest Porcelain, possessing the 
rare recommendation of being eutirely free from any 
noxious ingredivnt in its composition. 

Lists, Estimates, &c. &c., forwarded on application ; 
orders, from 10 to 100,00u feet of gas tube, ted at 


and the laying of the pipes, and take the whole charge 
of the Company’s business. Security is required for 
fidelity, and cash intromission. The salary is £70, with 
house, garden, coals, and light. 

Applications (in the handwriting of the Applicants), 
accompanied by certificates of character, to be lodged 
on or before Thursday, the 24th of November instant, 
with WILLIAM PaGan, Esq., Cupar, Fie, Chairman 
of the Directors of the Company. 

Cupar, Fife, Nov. 1, 1853. 


CAST-IRON TANKS AND GASHOLDERS 
FOR E 


THE Directors of the Plymouth and 
STONEHOUSE GAS LIGHT and COKE COM- 
PANY will have the undermentioned Uast-iron TAN KS 
and GASHOLDERS to dispose of in the course of a 
few months :— 
One Cast-iron Tank, 40 feet diameter, with Gasholder 
containing about 20,000 cubic feet. 
One Cast-iron Tank, 36 feet diameter, with Gasholder 
containing about 14,000 cubic feet, 
One Cast-iron Tank, 35 feet diameter, with Gasholder 
containing about 11,000 cubic feet. 
Further particulars may be obtained, on app 
at the Company’s Works, Mill Bay, PLymoutua. 
G. Henpenson, Secretary. 


ANTED immediately, a Workman 

acquainted with the general routine of work in 
the ERECTION of GAS WORKS. One who is alsoa 
Smith would be preferred.—Apply (by letter only) to 
ALPHA, Office of this Journal. 


CONDENSER & OTHER APPARATUS FORK SALE. | 


HE Hastings Gas Company have to 

dispose of a Secondhand CONDENSER, consist- 
ing of 18 six-feet lengths of five-inch flanch ,ipes, with 
several flanch and socket bends of five inches diameter; 
and a Washer, formerly used as a Wet-lime Purifier, 
with agitator complete; also 12 five-inch Slide Rack 
and Pinion Valves. 

The whole may be seen at the Gas Works, and offers 
may be made to Mr. W.GINNER, HAsTINGs. 
To GAS & WATER COMPANIES, CONTRACTORS, 

AND SHIPPERS, 


(AsTIRON Socket Pipes, and Patent 


TUBING, with Connections of all sorts; 
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RETORTS of Iron and Clay; 
E 


FIRE C 
All kept in stock, and sol 
G ters, Tanks, Purifie! 





twelve hours’ notice if required; and quality may. be 
safely relied upon, as all goods are most carefully tested 
before leaving the Works. . ; 





in London, the country, or an 
JOHN BURNET 


66, BANKSID 
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W-EW INSTRUMENTS for the 


USE OF GAS COMPANIES. 


THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST. 
APPARATUS, INCLUDING GRADUATED TUBE AND 
BQUALISING CYLINDER, £1. Is. 

Bromine, 3s. per ounce. 

AN APPARATUS FOR TESTING THE PRESENCE OF 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON IN GAS. 

It has frequently been remarked by chemists that 
even when the acetate of lead testis applied to coal gas, 
and indicates perfect freedom from sulphuretted hy- 
drogen, indications are still given during its come 
bustion which would lead to the supposition that 
some other compound of sulphur exists in it. The 
above instrument affords positive proof that this is the 
case, and leaves little doubt that that compound is sul- 
phuret of carbon. This test will detect the presence of 
sulphur in whatever form it may exist, and is much 
more delicate than the acetate of lead test, even for sul- 
phuretted hydrogen. 

Cost of apparatus, £2. 2s. 
A REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE. 

It is important to gas companies to know the 
pressure at various parts of their districts during the 
successive hours of the night, for the better regulation 
of their initial pressure at the Works. This compact 
| apparatus, capable of being placed in a space of Jess 
| than one foot cube, is intended to supply this infor- 
| mation. Price £7. 10s. 

Station Meters, Pressure Gauges, Photometers, Spe- 
| Cific Gravity Apparatus, &c. 

| CONSUMERS’ METERS 

at the List price, with a liberal di 


purchasers. 
ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 
Gas ENGINEER, 
55, MILLBANK-STREET, WESTMINSTER. 





t to wholesal 








PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London. 


Wittiam SMITH, by the 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjusting 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Level 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic’ precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in- 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
eat desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
quitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas. 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 


HITWELL PRIMROSE GAS 
COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals are wrought 
from the HuTTON SzamM only, and can be shipped either 
at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND; or Old Harbour, 
HARTLEPOOL; or Brandling Drops, SouTH SHIELDS; 
on application to the WHITWELL CoaL Comrany, 
Sunderland. 


JOSEPH BOULTON, Gas Meter 
Manufacturer, No. 1, COPPICE-ROW, CLERK- 
ENWELL, LONDON, begs to call the attention of 
| Gas Companies and the public in general to his im- 
|proved GAS METER, containing all the latest 
improvements. 


J. B. warrants all Meters to be manufactured of the 
best materials and workmanship, the wheels, &c., 
being of metal. Old Meters repaired on the lowest 
terms. 











JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 
@ No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, 
— respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies 
to his latest improvements in the WET METER, by 
means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither 
can Gas by any possibility pass through the Meter with- 
out registering. 


LESLIE’S GAS PATENTS 


FOR THE PURIFICATION AND ECONOMIC 
COMBUSTION OF GAS. 


Mr. Leste has the honour to announce that greatly 
improved machinery enables him to reduce the priee 
of his celebrated Gas Burners from 7s. to 4s. each. 

His patent system of purifying gas on the premises 
of the consumer is rapidly extending its benefici 1, 
sanitary, and economic results. The following import- 
ant places are lighted by Leslie’s Patents :— 

The Thames Tunnel, 
The London General Post-office, 
The Liverpool Post-office. 
The Liverpool Money Order-office. 
The Dublin Post-office, 
Her Majesty’s Foreign-office. 
The Banking-houses of— 
Messrs. Smith, Payne, and Smiths: 
» Barnett, Hoare, and Co. 
The Hall, galleries, drawing-rooms, and offices of 
the Merchant Tailors’ Company. 
The Offices of the Observer, 
” Bell’s Life in London. 
9° the Morning Chronicle. 
The Commercial Palace of Messrs. Cook, Son, and 
Co., St. Paul’s Churchyard. 
And in immediate preparation— 
The Branch Bank of England, Liverpool. 
The Post-office, Manchester. 
‘The Money Order-office, Manchester. 
The Offices of the Times. 
Her Majesty’s Home-office. 
Mr. Leslie's Offices, Lonvon, 59, Conduit-street. 














RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
HUNDRED-AND-TENTH THOUSAND. 


ADVANTAGES 


GAS IN PRIVATE HOUSES. 


BY J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A New Edition, Revised in 1853. 


The sale of more than a HUNDRED THOUSAND copies 
is a tolerably good proof of the usefulness of this little 
book, which is intended for gratuitous distribution by 
Gas Companies. It has been very generally circulated 
in the metropolis, and in about three hundred of the 

rincipal cities and towns in the Empire. In America 
it is well known, as it is also in some of the British 
colonies. On the Continent it has been translated into 
several languages, and, in other respects, adapted to 
local customs and usages. 

The Author is gratified by the encouragement he has 
received, and thankful for the success which has at- 
tended his labours. But he is not yet satisfied. In 
promoting the use of gas in private apartments a great 
deal has been done. A great deal more remains to be 
accomplished. In many parts of the kingdom the com- 
fort and economy of gas-light are almost unknown, 
Prejudices still exist, and old-fashioned notions pre- 
vail; chiefly because no well-directed efforts have been 
employed in explaining and illustratiug the superiority 
of gas to lamps and candles, In proportion as the ad- 
vantage of gas for domestic purposes are understood, 
will its sale increase. Let this department of gas- 
lighting be properly cultivated, and there will be no- 
thing to fear from low prizes. A large space, within 
the influence of every gas company, is still unoccupied, 
Those who are interested in the manufacture and sale 
of gas, are the persons who ought to make its benefits 
for lighting, cooking, and warming, better known. By 
these meahs they will receive good themselves whilst 
doing good to others. Jf difficulties be numerous and 
prejudices deeply-rooted—the more urgent the neces- 
sity for extra exertions, and the greater the merit when 
those exertions are properly rewarded. It should be 
remembered that, when every shop, and other place of 
business, have been lighted with gas, if it has not been 
generally adopted in private apartments, the work of 
the gas company has not been one-half completed. 

With an earnest desire that the “* Advantages of Gas 
in Private Houses” might still further assist the pro- 
gress of gas-lighting, and the prosperity of gas com- 
panies, the Author has reduced the price from £6 to 
£5 per 1000 co: ies ; 500 ditto to £2, 15s.; and any less 
number than 500 to 12s. per 100, 





Just published, by the same Author, 
the FOURTEENTH THOUSAND of 


GAS IN DWELLING HOUSES: 


ITS USES, CONVENIENCES, AND 
ECONOMY. 


This book is half the size of the preceding, and its 
design isthe same. It is written ina plain and familiar 
style; showing the comfort, convenience, and economy 
of Gas; with some practical suggestions for so using 
it as to realise and combine these important benefits. 

Price, per 1000 copies, £3. 3s.; 500 ditto, £1. 15s.; 
and any less number than 500, at 7s. 6d. per 100, 

A single copy of either of the above-mentioned books 
will be sent, on application to the Author oNiy, by 
payment of the postage (2d). 

*,* When 1000 copies are ordered, the title, address, 
and scale of prices of the Company, and any other 
notification connected with its business, will be printed 
on the covers without extra charge. 


By the same Author, in 8vo., price 1s. 6d., or free per 
post, 2 


GAS-LIGHTING: 


ITS PROGRESS 
AND ITS PROSPECTS. 


In 12mo., pp. 12, price 2d., or 12s. per 100, 
‘Third Edition, «i 


STREET-LIGHTS ; 


And 12mo., pp. 18, prive 3d., or 18s. per 100, 


THE PRICE OF GAS. 


Another edition of the pamphlet, entitled “‘ Street- 
Lights,”’ has just been printed, to meet the increasing 
demand consequent on its distribution where new con- 
tracts for the supply of gas to street-lamps are under 
di i It is pl t to know that by such, ap- 
parently unimportant, instrumentality, the charge for 
gas to public autherities is becoming better under- 
stood, and the true commercial principle acknowledged, 
even if it be not in its fullest extent acted upon. 








In royal 18mo., pp. 36, with Illustrations, price \s., 
PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE 


VENTILATION OF GAS-LIGHTS. 


JOHN W. PARKER AND SON, 
WEst STRAND, LONDON, 








Black Rock, Brighton, 1853. 


r= ee _) 

ESTERN Gas Light Company.— 

At the Annual Court of Proprietors vo. 

WESTERN GAS LIGHT COMPANY, held at the 

Company’s Offices, No. 28, Argyll-street, London, on 
Thursday, Oct. 27, 1853, 

FRANCIS WM. RUSSELL, Esq., M.P., in the Chair, 

the following Resolutions were passed unanim ously ;— 

“That the Directors’ Report and Accounts be re. 
ceived and adopted, 

“ That, on the recommendation of the Board of) 
Directors, a Dividend be, and the same is hereby, | 
declared out of the profits for the half-year ending the 
30th of June last, at the rate of 6s. per Share on the | 
Shares Class A, and of 3s. per Share on the Shares Class B | 
—the said Dividend to be paid, free of Income Tax, | 
to the Proprietors now appearing on the Company’s 
Register. | 

“That Francis WILLIAM RussBuL, Esq., M.P., 
and Lieutenant-General Hy. G. A. Taytor, C.B., and 
JOHN SWAFFIELD ORTON, Esq. (the Directors now ree 
tiring by rotation), be, and they are hereby, re-elected 
Directors of the Company. 

** That Francis JONATHAN RospoTuam, Esq. (the 
Auditor now retiring by rotation), be, and he is hereby, 
re-elected an Auditor of the Company. 

“ That the allowance for the Board of Direction be 
increased from £500 to £800 per annum. 

“ That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Chairman, for his able and courteous conduct in the 
chair.” S. BARBER, Secreta y. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


ELAW MAIN COALS - 


Parties requiring a supply of these first-class 
Gas Coals are requested to apply to Mr. J. H. Hunt, | 
Newcastle-upon-lyne; or to Mr. E. M. PERKINs, 67,| 
Mark-lane, London. 


H. B BILLOWS 


Begs leave to inform his friends, and the public in 
general, that he has commenced business as a GAS 
FITTER, and will now be enabled to carry out, in all 
their details, his various patented improvements in 
connection with the theory and practice of 

GAS LIGHTING AN’ HEATING. 

His long experience during more than twelve years— 
in which he filled the office of Chief Inspector in the 
City district of the Chart)red Gas Company, and in 
which period most of the large puilic buildings in the 
City were fitted up under his inspection—will, he fe ls 
certain, secure him the temporary confidenc« of the 
friends who may favour him with a trial; and this he 
will do all in his power to render permanent by honesty 
and assiduity in the service of those who favour him 
with their orders. 

23, NORTON FOLGATE, BISHOPSGATE. 1} 


BrietLey IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, | 
DURHAM. | 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and} 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Work>. | 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s  harf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINS, 67, Mark-lane. | 


WM. PARKINSON 
(Successor to the late Samuel Crosley), 

COTTAGE-LANE, CITY - ROAD, LONDON, || 

Begs most respectfully to announce that he has, in || 
addition to the continued manufacture of G\S | 
METERS, commenced (under Patent) the manufac-|| 
ture of Meters for measuring Water, Spirits, &c. 1] 
N.B. These Meters are as simple and durable as || 
the Gas Meter, and as correct as that instrument under i 
the most careful manipulation. it 


(AST: TRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, | 
with Syphons and all requisite Connections, Lwp {| 
Columns, W: ought Iron Tubing, Vailves, Street Laps, |} 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors Ash Pans, Charging and it 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross || 
Bars, Fire Po's, Pumps, Iron Borings, | 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBELS 

erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every | 
description of goods in use by Gas Works, in stock, on | 
wholesale prices, at | 
LYNCH WHITE’s, i} 

Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground-street, 

LONDON. 
































| 
' 
| 
BRYAN DONKIN and C0.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and the ir ad! 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very larve 
numbrrs are in use. Prices frow Ils. to I4s. per inch 
diameter. Ls 
Their PATENT GAS EXHAUSTERS have the im-| 
portant advantages of a continuous uniform suction or | 
exhanst, of having no valves whatever, of acting with 
an exceedingly easy motion and very smal friction, 
and hence of taking less power than any others. 
They may be seen at work at a large gas works, on 
applying to BryaN DoNKIN and Co., Kugineers, near 
Grange-road, BERMONDSEY. 


RASER AND SANDERSON, 
INVERKEITHING, manufacture and + | at 
moderate prices, FIRE BRICKS, GAS RET: RTS, 
SEWERAGE PIPES, end all kinds of best Fire-« lay 
goods ‘They are the ORIGINAL MAKERS of Fire-cliy 
Retorts, which work from Two to Four years. gud are 
unsurpassed by any others. ed 
BY HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL LETTERS PASTE "- 
GAs Cooking Apparatus, Gas Buths, 
GAS STOvES for heating Apartments, Ha'l-, 
Conservatories, &c. are , 
The above are manufactured by HALDANE ane 
RAE, 2, George-street, and 5, Old Physic-gardens, 
EDINBURGH. 











Apply in London to Mr. Forest, Brassfounder, &*.. 
3, Neville’s-court, New-street-square, LONDON. 
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Circular to Gas Companies. 
A most important correspondence has just taken place through 
the columns of the Times (and is, possibly, even not yet con- 
cluded), the consequence of which must be the ultimate ex- 
posure to the broad daylight of public indignation, of the 
scandalous prostitution of science, by which the promoters of 
the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company have been enabled 
to gull the public into the belief that the standard of illumi- 
nating power fixed by their act of incorporation is considerably 
higher than that of the gas supplied by other companies before 
the Central Company came into existence. We have at length 
the long sought for and unimpeachable testimony of the chair- 
man of the City of London Gas Company, to the effect, that no 
‘alteration has taken place in their gas for more than 35 years.” 
The gas, such as it was in 1849, continues to be supplied up to 
the present day ; and nothing is easier than for competent and 
duly appointed parties now to determine by experiment its 
luminiferous value. 

Most of our readers are aware of the nature of the ex parte 





evidence upon which the standard was fixed; but such of them 


as have not paid that attention to the subject which its import- 
ance warrants, will do well to peruse the observations we made 
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relative to it inour number for July, 1851: and we may further | 
now add to what we then asserted, that it is impossible to produce | 
From any Newcastle gas coal, by the process in common use, gas | 
of the quality indicated in the report of the ‘‘ eminent scientific 
men” employed by the parties interested in the formation of 
the Great Central Company; unless, indeed, it be largely con- 
taminated with carbonic acid or atmospheric air, both of which 
impurities seriously affect the illuminating power. 


originated ina paragraph inserted in the Times of the 19th ult., 
professing to give the illuminating power of the gases supplied 
in the City of London, at 16°01 candles for the Central, 14°75 
for thé Chartered, and 13°75 for the City Company. “A 
Director of a Metropolitan Company,” who turns out to be 
Mr. Gray, the respected chairman of the City Company, replies 
to it in the following terms, and the subsequent correspondence 
thereupon ensues :— 
(From the Times of Oct. 26.) 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES, 

Sir,—In your impression of Wednesday last is a paragraph, copied from 
a monthly journal, purporting to state the illuminating power of the gases 
supplied by the various metropolitan companies. Such a paragraph, 
though of no importance while confined to the journal in which it originally 
appeared, is calculated to inflict a serious injury upon companies there 
misrepresented, when quoted in the Times. I trust, therefore, that, in 
justice to these companics, you will also give the benefit of the wide circu- 
lation of your columns to the following extract from tables taken from the 
JoURNAL OF Gas LicutINe for this month, of the illuminating power of 
the gases there mentioned :— 


Candles. 
Chartered (Westminster station) ‘ ° - Wl 
City g : ; ; : : . 142 
Commercial 13:1 
Great Central 12°8 
London 13-9 | 
Phenix . 14-2 
South Metropolitan 139 
Surrey Consumers’ 13°5 | 


I am, sir, your obedient servant, } 
A Drrector or A MrrroPpoLitan Company. 
Oct. 25, 1853. 





(From the Times of Nov. 3.) 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 


Metropolitan Gas Company,”’ a tabulated statement is exhibited, in which 
P pany 


nating power, to the gas furnished by the ‘* Director’s ’’ company. 
Permit me to offer to your readers the following comment. 
gas consumers of the city established the Great Central Company they 
employed eminent scientific men to ascertain the power of the gases then 
in use in the metropolis, and they fixed the minimum standard in the com- 
pany’s bill considerably above the average, and equal to the highest quality | 
of gas supplied by either company. ‘The competition which ensued on the 
establishment of the new company, while it reduced the price of the article 
50 per cent., has raised its quality throughout the metropolis at least 20 per 
cent. ‘To keep the gas of the Great Central of a quality at least equal to 
any other, the company have their gas tested from time to time by an emi- 
nent chemist, as well in reference to the act of Parliament standard, as in 
comparison with the best gas of any other company. As I hold it unfair 
for the ‘* Director of a Metropolitan Gas Company ” toexhibit his ex parte 
statement to the disparagement of his rival, so it might be considered 


The correspondence which we now lay before our readers | 





Sir,—In a letter in the Times of the 26th ult., signed ‘* A Director ofa | 
the Great Central Company’s gas is represented to be inferior, in illumi- | 


When the | 





equally unfair if I were to exhibit the result of these periodical testings to 
show the superiority of the Great Central Company’s gas. It cannot, how- 
ever, be unfair to refer to the evidence on oath, or the reports in writing, 
of Dr. Letheby, who is an able, impartial, and independent public officer, | 
appointed by the Court of Common Council, under the authoritfof an act 
of Parliament brought in by the Great Central Gas Company for the pro- 
tection of the consumers. Inthe discharge of his official duty that gentle- | 
man reports quarterly upon the quality of this company’s gas. In April 
last Dr. Letheby reports that, during the previous year, he made between 
300 and 400 experiments as to the relative powers of the gases of the Great 
Central and one of its competitors in the City, and that, taking the average 
of an entire year, the light of the Great Central gas had been about 10 per 
cent. greater than that of its competitor. In the evidenee given by Dr, | 
Letheby on oath before Chief Baron Poilock, he proved that the gas of the | 
Great Central was generally from one to one and a-half candle better than 
that of other London companies, 
I do not ask the press to take any part in a controversy between rival 
gas companies, neither do I want to provoke a war of words with our com- | 
petitors. Ido, however, desire to induce your powerful pen to advocate 
the appointment by the Government or by the local authorities of a com- 
petent official freque: tly to test, and periodically to report upon, the purity 











and illuminating power of this important article of consumption, as supplied 
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by all the metropolitan companies, At the bottom of Cheapside, the 
mains of three competing companies—the Great Central, the Old City of 
London, and the Chartered pass close to each other. The directors of the 
Great Central, anxious for a clear stage, fair play, and no favour, thus 
reported to their shareholders on the 2nd of May last :—‘‘ The surveyor of 
the Commissioners of Sewers, in his report, recommends that the other 
City companies shall have their gas for the public lights subjected to the 
examination of Dr. Letheby, or some other eminent and impartial chemical 
referee. We trust the day will arrive when our oft-repeated proposal wiil 
be adopted. and that at the joint expense of the several companies a suit- 
able room may be provided by the proper officer, at which all the gas, as 
well for private consumers as for public lights, may be tested, both by night 
and by day, in comparison with each other, not only by the officer appointeed 
for that purpose, but by any other competent person, upon the application 
of any consumer sf gas.’ 

I am informed that this mode of illuminating the public mind is in 
action in Birmingham, with the greatest advantage and effect. It pro- 
duces a generous rivalry beneficial to the public, and among the companies 
themselves it prevents the misapprehensions, misrepresentations, and dis- 
putes which naturally result from the want of some standard of measuring 
the purity and power of the gas to which all persons may resort. The 
shareholders of the Great Central approved of the directors’ proposal, but 
our rivals shrunk from its adoption; we are, therefore, left to struggle 
with misrepresentations. I am happy, however. to say they produce no 
perceptible effect, for every succeeding quatter’s rent-roll shows a large 
augmentation both in the number of our customers and in the increased 
consump'ion to which reduction in price and improvement in quality have 
so naturally led. I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Coleman street, Nov, 1, 1853. A. ANGUS CROLL. 


(From the Times of Nov. 7.) 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 
Sir,—In reply to Mr. Croll’s letter in your paper of to-day, I beg merely 
to offer the following facts, and to leave the conclusion to the candour of 
your readers. 

The tabulated statement to which Mr. Croll alludes was extracted, as I 
stated at the time, from a publication of established character, and was 
simply in answer to another tabulated statement from another publication, 
previously inserted in your journal. The one statement exhibited the 
Great Central Company’s gas as better than that of the company which I 
represent—the other showed it to be worse; but I drew no conclusion 
either way; and Mr. Croll’s present conduct fully vindicates the course I 
took, more especially when it is remembered that I was not the aggressor, 
and have never sought to provoke an invidious discussion of this kind. 

Mr. Croll asserts, that ‘‘ the quality of the gas throughout the metropolis 
has been raised at least 20 per cent”’ since the establishment of the Great 
Central Gas Company. ‘This is not true as regards the company with 
which I am connected, nor, in my opinion, as regards any other metro- 
politan company; I speak positively, however, when I declare that no 
alteration has taken place in our gas for more than thirty-five years past. 
The process is the same, the apparatus substantially the same, the coals 
employed the same in kind, and the products precisely similar to those 
hitherto used and obtained ever since the commencement of our company— 
all are, and ever have been, respectively the very best of their kind; there 
has been no alteration whatever. 

We have never refused to have our gas tested and reported upon by 
competent persons, but, on the contrary, have invited, and still invite, all 
such to do so at our works whenever they please; but we have refused, 
and shall continue to refuse, to add to the patronage (so liable to abuse) 
of the corporation of the city of London by giving it an opportunity of 
appointing an officer to be paid at our expense. Neither do we consider 
ourselves the proper paymasters of such an officer; the distiller does not 
pay the salary of the exciseman. Let the public, then, pay, as heretofore, 
those who are employed for the public benefit. This we regard as one of 
the fallacies of the Great Central movement—that it pays those who are to 
report its own shortcomings. 

Our gas is, and always has been, tested for our guidance and satisfaction 
by an officer of our own, and it is also tested and publicly reported on by a 
perfectly competent individual, who is, we believe, not paid by any person; 
but, at all events, is most certainly not paid in any way whatever by us, 
and who, nevertheless, enjoys the confidence of every gas company in the 
metropolis except the two with which Mr. Croll is connected. 

We consider the proposition of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Com- 
pany as quite superfluous and unnecessary, unless the object be to perpe- 
trate a corporation job; for there is already an office fitted up with every 
requisite for gas testing, and supplied with the whole of the gases men- 
tioned by Mr. Croll, to which Mr. Croll and every person in London have 
been long publicly invited to test these gases, or to see them tested and 
burnt one against the other under exactly similar conditions. Never- 
theless, we have no objection to the establishment of another or any 
number of testing offices, but we do object and refuse to pay anything 
towards it. 

Our gas has long given satisfaction to the public, and this we consider 
the best of all tests. We decline, therefore, to pay for having it tested, 
for the same reason that Messrs. Barclay and Co. would decline to pay for 
and publish scientific reports upon the wholesomieness of their beer. The 
argument need be carried no further. 

Mr. Croll tells us that he does not wish “to provoke a war of words,” 
but he most assuredly takes the very course least likely to secure his 
favourite object; and we sincerely regret to see the valuable columns of 
the Times occupied by a discussion that, like the case of ‘* Jarndyce v. 
Jarndyce,” has almost outlived a generation. If Mr. Croll is in so 
‘happy ”’ a condition, and finds his ** rent-roll so much on the increase,” 
we fancy that this ought to content him, as it certainly does us. Why, 
then, rush into print, and deluge the public press in reply to a paltry tabu- 
lated statement, which he acknowledges ‘‘ produces no perceptible effect /’’ 
We have no desire to draw an uncharitable conclusion, but such conduct 
is, to say the least of it, extremely imprudent. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

‘ R. A. Gray, Chairman. 

City of London Gas Company's Works, Dorset-street, 
Salisbury-square, Nov. 3, 1853. 


The challenge is thus fairly given, and the Great Central 
Company must abandon the “ lie shop ”* for the photometrical 
laboratory. The day is gone by when a question like this can 
be determined by lies sold by the dozen, as turtle-soup is sold 


* Vide Times of Nov. 4. 




















by the quart. If the Great Central gas is, upon an average, 
16 per cent. better than its rival—as is alleged by one party, 
or as much worse—as is_asserted by the other, the fact js 
capable of being proved, and Mr. Lewis Thompson’s challenge 
must be now accepted, or good and sufficient cause shown why 
it is declined; the public will otherwise inevitably draw the 
conclusion that the “‘ lie shop” and the photometrical laboratory 
are at variance with each other. 

In fulfilment of a pledge given to the clerk of the Southport 
Improvement Commissioners, when he transmitted us the 
balance-sheet of the working of the hydro-carbon gas works 
in that town, for six winter months, we now publish the account 


ee 





for the year ending July 14, 1853, in continuation of that for 
the previous year, given at page439, vol. 2. The quantity of 
gas made during the year is not stated, but from the rental we 
learn the quantity sold to be 3,089,000 cubic feet, the cost of 
the materials for producing which is as follows:— — 
Chevosl. 2. tore ore 0 oe HFS 
TO lk te ete ott se sO SU 
Coal for fuel, and cartage . . . .. 181 6 O 











Less— £393 19 1 1 
Cinders... « . « « &710° 0 i 
oe «se t's ks ee eee ! 
£17 9 7 
£376 9 6 |i 


Or 2s. 53d. per 1000 feet. The corresponding items in the 
cost of Wigan cannel gas of equal illuminating power would 
be, in ordinary times, about 1s. 6d. per 1000 feet; but the’) 
present general strike among the Wigan pitmen compels the}, 
Lancashire gas companies to resort for the moment to other, | 
and in some instances inferior coal; so that any comparison | 
between the two competing systems, either as to the quality of | 
the gas or the cost of its production, becomes for the moment | 
almost impossible. We fear, however, that, in the present) 
balance-sheet, the too-frequently-occurring error has been|| 
committed, of carrying to capital charges which ought.to have | 
gone to revenue, and that the appropriation of £200 to create’! 
a sinking-fund is a delusion | 

The fluctuations in the London coal market during the past | 
month have been inconsiderable, but freights from the north | 
are quoted 6d. to 1s. per ton cheaper. ‘Ihe market is, how- | 
ever, very barely supplied, and the stocks of some of the London | 
gas companies reduced to a very low point. The whole of the | 
Wigan pitmen are still on strike, and no indication of its early || 
termination has yet appeared. 

We are unable, notwithstanding the increased size of the 
month’s Journat to find room for the report of the trial of 
Mr. G. C. Wayling, on a charge of stealing gas from the Bury |, 
St. Edmund’s Gas Company, by altering the registration of the/) 
meter index, which came off at the borough sessions, on the || 
24th ult., and ended in an acquittal, not on the merits 
of the case, but on the dictum of Mr. Justice Maule in the} 
Berwick case, who laid it down, that where a gas company | 
voluntarily puts into possession of the person they supply with) 
gas, all the gas which passes through the meter, they could 
not, in respect of that possession so acquired, charge a lar- 
ceny. We have full reports both of the judgment in the! 
Berwick case and of the arguments in the Bury St. Edmund's 
case, and shall publish them at an early period. 


THE RIVAL SCHOOLS OF GAS MANUFACTURERS. 
Ture is unquestionably something very seductive in pens and 
ink—so much so that we constantly find individuals disposed to 
write rather than to read, and vastly more inclined to answer | 
an argument than willing to take the trouble of understanding, 
it. Nor does the world alter much in this respect, for the 
“« cacoethes scribendi”’ is of very high antiquity ; and our pages 
not unfrequently bear testimony to the present existence of that 
venerable vice. The immortal Butler indeed tells us that some) 
men are 





{| 





| 
| 


“ Forced, as though it were in spite 

Of Nature and their stars, to write. 
And this solution of the enigma is the only explanation we have 
to offer for the origin of a letter signed ‘‘ James Paterson, 
inserted in our last month’s columns. ' 

It will perhaps. be remembered that Mr. Paterson begins 

by regretting that we should have assumed the character 
of a “partisan,” but fails to advance even the “ghost | 





of an evidence in support of his lachrymose assertion. He, 
eal 
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js next “tickled” at our idea of the egregious blunder 
Scotch engineers have fallen into, &c., though he sub- 
‘sequently discovers that the “egregious blunder” is his 
‘own, and that “‘ our remarks” do not apply to the class of 
‘coals ‘‘ to which his experience has been entirely confined.” 
|We had written about one thing, Mr. Paterson replies by 
\writing about another, and then informs us that “his philo- 
'sophy ” (does he know the meaning of the word ?) is not high 
‘enough to explain to him the meaning of the verb ‘to Hud- 
sonise”! nor is his philosophy, it seems, sufficient to enable 
‘him to find out that coal gas ought to be made at low heats, 
though Davy, Henry, Faraday, and other philosophers have 
“certainly” proved that ‘the olifiant gas and other hydro- 
‘carbons contained in coal gas, and to whose presence iis illumi- 
‘nating power is due, are destroyed at a high temperature” ! ! 
‘He distils with a “ high heat,” or, at all events, he fancies so, 
‘and will probably never recover his equanimity when we tell 
him that he does no such thing. Nevertheless, ‘ to this com- 
plexion it must come at last,’’ and, therefore, we have merely 
to tell Mr. Paterson that which his philosophy has left him 
ignorant of, to wit, that with Scotch cannel coal it is impossible 
to distil at a high temperature, for the same reason that it is 
‘impossible, under the same circumstances, to distil water at a 
/high temperature. The truth is, that the latent heat required 
to volatilise within a short period the gaseous constituents of 
'good Scotch cannel coal is so enormous as immediately to bring 
down the interior heat of a retort to dull cherry-red, whatever 
‘may have been its previous temperature, just as water thrown 
in would redace it invariably to 212°: the explanation being, 
of coarse, that the heat is rendered latent in both cases at the 
distilling point of the different substances ; and, as cannel coal 
causes a very great absorption of heat in this way, it is clear 
‘that large thick masses of earthenware, like clay retorts, are 
excellent accumulators or receptacles for that heat, exactly as 
a red-hot brick is a good evolver of steam when thrown into a 
‘pail of water—a very common mode, be it observed, of making 
a vapour bath, though very probably “‘too high for Mr. 
Paterson’s philosophy.” 

Perhaps Mr. Paterson will have the kindness to run his eye 
over the following abstract from Mr. Lewis Thompson’s inva- 
luable analyses of gas coals, and then tell us whether the amount 
\of heat rendered latent during the distillation of an ordinary 
\charge of the last of those on the list would suffice for the 
first ; or, in plain words, whether the quantity of heat indis- 
‘pensably necessary with Boghead or Lesmahago would not be 
‘Tuinously injurious and wasteful with common Newcastle gas 
pee — 





Per-centage of 
volatile matter. 


68'4 
52'5 


Cannels. 


ee er ivitecécenwe 
Lesmahago 
Arniston 
Wigan 
Newcastle cannel 

Caking Coals. 
Heathern (Staffordshire) .. .. 
Stavely (Derbyshire) 
Silkstone (South Yorkshire)... 34°1 to 38° 
Newcastle gas coals ..... 27°8 to 31°25 


But Mr. Paterson’s ignorance of the culinary art is yet more 
Temarkable than the humble attitude of his philosophical pre- 
tensions, especially in a native of the “far north.” Not to 
‘mention the appetising names of Soyer and Mrs. Glass, he 
Ignores even the immortal Hudson himself, and obviously knows 
‘Rothing about the delicacies of “‘ Scotch broth” or gas accounts 
“cuite @ la financitre.” ‘ Pauvre sauvage!” for him Dr. 
‘Kitchener cooked in vain, and in vain has Soyer detailed the 
gustatory conditions needed to “‘ sauté” a beef steak. Mr, 
Paterson, like the aborigines of New South Wales, takes every- 
thing “raw.” Yet a ray of hope strikes us—he may, perhaps, 
have seen Mr. Still’s account of the means employed to “sauté” 
/888 retorts with tar at Bow-common ; at all events, the sooner 
bs correspondent makes himself acquainted with that chef- 
@ewvre the better, for it is in the very highest department of 
the art, technically denominated ‘‘ souffé.’’ The particulars 


eee 
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|are of the most romantic kind—so much so, indeed, as to be 
‘Teally “wonderful! if true.” How or where Mr. Still obtained 
ithe invaluable recipe, we cannot pretend to say; and, although 
very far from impugning the originality of the discovery, yet, 
n fairness to all parties, we feel justified in remarking that the 








plan he has followed bears some resemblance to a process long 
known, and which we find printed on the wrappers of our 
chocolate cakes to this day :— 

“MILL IT WELL, AND SERVE IT UP WITH THE FROTH.” 

This Mr. Still has done with a vengeance. 

We ought, perhaps, to apologise to our readers for entering 
thus largely into petty details of this kind; but, as they are 
pertinent to the question of high and low heats, we have been 
tempted into so lengthy an explanation at this interesting crisis. 
To the majority of the gas engineers of Great Britain such 
things are, we well know, “a thrice-told tale,” although it 
seems quite certain that exceptions exist. Experience has 
taught our correspondent ‘‘to draw the charge before the 
volatile matters are entirely expelled "’; and we strongly re- 
commend -him to continue this judicious practice, for so long 
as any considerable quantity of volatile matters comes off, the 
heat can never rise high enough to do much harm to cannele 
coal gas; but very, very different indeed is the condition of 
common Newcastle coal gas. And herein has lain the great 
error so often committed by experienced Scotch gas engineers 
when brought to London: they have had more to unlearn), 
than to learn, and with all their tact, perseverance, and in- || 
domitable energy, have generally been beaten by inferior men 
accustomed only to the work in hand, as any London gas}! 
company would find to its cost that permitted Mr. Paterson, or 
any one else, to make the experiment. 

It is not without extreme regret that we are thus compelled 
to put our aspiring friends in the north back into their true 
position; but it must be remembered that the necessity for 
this step is not of our creating. A “leetle” more modesty, 
and an ‘‘ unco”’ something of scientific information, would not 
be misplaced on “ th’ ither side the Tweed.” 








THE HALF-YEARLY MEETINGS OF THE 
METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANIES. 

Six of the metropolitan gas companies have held their usua 
half-vearly meetings since our last publication; but an adhe- 
rence to the system of secrecy pursued by the majority of these 
companies (which system, in our opinion, cannot be too speedily 
abandoned, if directors, desire to give stability to and create 
confidence in their undertakings) permits us to report the pro- 
ceedings and give publicity to the balance-sheets of only three 
of them. We have no wish or intention to coerce any com- 
pany, but would rather lead them into the adoption of our 
views by making them sensible of the advantages of publicity ; 
and we with confidence direct attention to our truthful and 
complete report of the last meeting of the London Gas Com- || 
pany, in comparison with a mutilated and garbled one which has 
already appeared in print, as proof that the best way of con- 
founding a rabid and senseless opposition is to set down their 
sayings and doings verbatim—to convict them, as it were, out 
of their own mouths, of a factious and obstructive policy. 

“ Box and Cox,” with the character of Mr. Box omitted 
“« by special desire,” seems to be a farce destined to be hence- 
forward performed at the meetings of the London shareholders, 
as it has been for years past, minus the character of Mr. Cox, 
at those of the Chartered. Mr.Cox raves and blusters, and 
is “ petrified”; but, when challenged to particularise one|| 
instance in which the directors have failed in their duty to 
their constituents, he charges them with having given up a 
rental—not of £1000 a year, as stated by the chairman—but 
of £5000 a year and upwards in certain improving districts in 
Surrey, and receiving in return a district of totally inadequate | 
value; nor does the chairman succeed in making him com- | 
prehend that the £1000 a year is the balance between the | 
rental given up in the districts from which they retire, and || 
that which they receive from other companies in the district to || 
which their operations are to be henceforward confined ; while | 
a brother shareholder wickedly reminds him further that even | 
this £1000 is wrung from them as their contribution towards | 
the £8000 demanded by his friend Mr. Croll as a premium for | 
the sale of the Lambeth and Southwark consumers who trusted || 
in the promise of his company. From the specimen of Mr. Cox’s || 
capacity for understanding accounts, presented by the ponseed-| 
ings of this meeting, we are not very sanguine that he will be || 
able to comprehend the appended comparative tabular abstract |, 
of the balance-sheets of six months’ working of four of the me- | 
tropolitan gas companies (including his pet Great Central and | 
the London Company), wherein the corresponding items of ex- 
penditure are set side by side, and the omissions from the Great 
Central accounts are supplied. We were ourselves scarcely 
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prepared for the fact therein disclosed that the extreme 
difference between the highest and the lowest of the admitted 
| parallel working expenses of these companies, so far as the 
|items can be separated, amounts to less than ? per cent. upon 
‘the gas rental. If Mr. Cox can appreciate this fact, it may 
serve to restore his equanimity at the next general meeting. 
| The treatment received by Mr. Pearse at the Great Central 
| meeting stands in unfavourable contrast with the courtesy ac- 
| corded to Mr. Cox, under somewhat similar circumstances, at 
|the London meeting. The latter was fairly heard out till he 
| had exhausted his catalogue of fancied grievances. The Great 
| Central chairman, on the contrary, answered as many of Mr. 
Pearse’s inquiries as he had the power of doing satisfactorily ; 
‘and the meeting effectually “ burked ” the unanswered ones by 
groans and hisses. It may be inconvenient, but we have yet 
\to learn that it is irregular, for a shareholder to ascertain 
| whether money has been illegally borrowed and concealed from 
| the knowledge of the shareholders generally by being entered 
under the head of ‘‘ creditors’’—an item which has increased to 
|| the extent of nearly £5000 upon the previous balance-sheet, and 
|| this, too, in a concern where the only creditor should be the gas 
| manufacturer ; indeed, the studiously careful manner in which 
| the chairman evaded this subject, coupled with the heavy charge 
for interest, certainly leads, us to believe that some portion of 
the £11,962. 3s. 7d., due to sundry creditors, includes a consi- 
derable amount of money borrowed to provide working capital, 
| or to keep up the appearance of a respectable balance at the 
bankers. Time will clear up the mystery, sooner or later, and 
the larger the dividend declared the earlier will the dénowement 
take place. 

The meeting of the Western Gas Company is, upon the 
whole, the most important of the month just elapsed, as it 
resolves, in an affirmative sense, the much-disputed problem of 
the possibility of successfully introducing cannel-coal gas as a 
commercial speculation into the metropolis. It will be in the 
recollection of our readers that Mr. Croll, in 1849, affirmed in 
Parliament ‘‘ that it could not be done,” although he admitted that 
in Edinburgh, where the price was nominally 6s. 6d., the gas 
was of double the illuminating power to London gas, “so that 
the actual price was only 3s. 3d.” and, further, that “ Liver- 
pool was represented by a price of 2s. 6d., owing to the 
superior brilliancy of the gas.” He wasagainof the same opinion 
in 1850, when he “‘ thought it would be a very long time before 
the Western Company paid any dividend” ; and, very recently, 
his Sancho Panza modestly suggested that those who are 
engaged in prosecuting the system should enlighten the public 
as to the cause ‘‘ why it does not pay in London,” as “ it would 
| come with a better grace, and perhaps more accuracy, than 
‘were he to assume the task.” The balance-sheet we this 
month publish proves not only that it does pay, but that, not- 
withstanding the public are supplied with the purest gas in 
London at a rate equivalent to less than 3s. per 1000 feet, as 
{compared with the ordinary 12-candle gas, yet the net per- 
centage of profit upon the gas rental is larger than that of any 
other metropolitan gas company whose accounts have been made 
public; and perhaps, with one exception, greater than that of 
any other metropolitan company whatever—the sum available 
for dividend and interest, after ample reserve being made for 
wear and tear and deterioration, amounting to a fraction more 
than 26 per cent. upon the gross gas rental; while the Great 
Central, after making the corresponding deductions, can only 
show 23% per cent., notwithstanding that the latter are re- 
ceiving one-third more than the former for an equal quan- 
tity of light. The steady progress made by the Western Gas 
Company is evinced by the gradual increase of their gross 
income, which, since they first commenced operations, is stated 
in the report to have been as follows :— 








For the year ending June, 1850, it amounted to £ 5,548 


ve 1851, - 10,194 
si “ 1852, i 19,468 
se 1853, i 93,855 


Since June last, an arrangement previously agreed upon 
with the Brentford Gas Company for the cession of a portion 
of their district to the Western Gas Company has been carried 
into effect; and by it the latter company now finds itself in 
possession of a rental of £30,000 a year, yielding a net profit 
of £9000—almost sufficient for the payment of a dividend at 
the rate of 5 per cent. per annum on the share capital, besides 
| interest on the money borrowed. Had the same economy 
| been exercised at the formation of this company which now 





guides all its operations, it would not have had to regret the 
loss of a third of its capital in preliminary expenses, duplicate 
sites, -changes of plans, and discount on the issue of its 
B shares, but would have had a certain 73 per cent. divi-|| 
dend for the future. The manner in which the directors and | 
officers of this company have raised it to its present proud/| 
position, merits our unalloyed praise; for, carefully eschewing || 
the system of the Great Central Company, of abusing and! 
traducing their rivals, and embittering the discussion of an im. 
portant public question by resorting to low personalities and | 
scurrilous attacks upon their opponents, the Western Company, | 
from the first commencement of its operations, has fought a) 
fair stand-up fight in defence of the principles upon which it | 
was called into existence. Its rivals were invited to witness) 
the experiments on the relative illuminating power of their’ 
respective gases, and no other experiments have been appealed | 
to, in the course of the contest, than those made, at the re.|| 
quest of the local authorities, in presence of the representatives | 
of both parties. Indeed, beyond the ordinary jealousies of | 
“‘ two of a trade,” nothing has occurred during this struggle | 
to disturb the cordiality and equanimity which Englishmen can | 
practise even while engaged in generous rivalry. In their 
. 
report the directors say they | 
“cannot present this report to their co-proprietors without congratulating || 
them upon the position which their company has now attained. In the 
face of a long-continued contest with numerous and powerful rivals, deter- 
mined from the first to prevent, if possible, the introduction of a new and 
superior description of gas, the company has gradually and perseveringly | 
worked its way in the estimation of the public; its mains now occupy || 
some of the best and most improving districts a: the West-end of London; || 
experience is every day teaching the consumer that cannel gas does really | 
possess more than double the illuminating power of ordinary coal gas; | 
that, as manufactured by this company, it is perfectly pure; and that, | 
> ee of its quality, it is practically by far the cheapest of artificial | 
ights.” 1 
Annexed to the directors’ report is the following very satis. | 
factory one from Mr. Lewis Thompson upon the state of the | 
company’s works ;— 








“7a, Pancras-lane, City, Oct. 25, 1853. 
“TO THE CHAIRMAN AND DIRECTORS OF THE WESTERN GAS COMPANY. | 
‘‘Gentlemen, — During the last twelve months I have repeatedly 
inspected most carefully the apparatus and processes used at the works of 
the Western Gas Company at Kensal-green, for the manufacture of gas, 
and I have much pleasure in bearing testimony to their efficient and 
economical operation. This is practically shown in the absence of s:noke 
or soot from the chimney or other part of the works; in the absence of 
any offensive effluvia or nuisance to the neighbourhood; in the uniformity |, 
of this gas both as to quality and pressure; and, lastly, by the present 
unmistakeable success of the company’s undertakings. From the result) 
of many hundreds of experiments, I can conscientiously certify that the 
Western gas is the purest of all gases supplied to this metropolis, and, in| 
a sanitary point of view, may be consumed where the gas of some other) 
companies would be quite inadmissible. Its great photometrical power | 
alone gives it an immense advantage in this respect, but is not the sole 
or even the principal cause of the superiority to which I allude, as this is 
certainly due to the remarkably minute quantity of bi-sulphuret of carbon | 
contained in it, and which is less than one-tenth of that usually present | 
in common London gas. This happy exemption from the worst impurity | 
known to gas manufacturers arises, I believe, from the nature of the pro-!|| 
cesses employed in producing the gas, and not from any peculiarity in the | 
coal used ; hence it may be safely assumed to be a permanent feature in| 
the company’s gas. I have already noticed the absence on the works of), 
everything like stench or nuisance, and advert to it again only for the | 
purpose of remarking that this has been brought about by several very 
ingenious improvements in the art of purifying gas, which improvements | 
are due to your talented engineer, Mr. Alexander Wright. I believe that | 
in time they will be generally adopted by other companies, as they | 
undoubtedly ought to be wherever gas works are situated in populated | 
districts; on this account I venture to direct especial attention to them, 
for, unlike most other things of the same kind lately invented, they do not 
at all injure the illuminating quality of the gas, nor increase the cost of 
purification. | 
“In conclusion, I beg to express a most favourable opinion of the pre-|| 
sent condition of the works of the Western Gas Company, and also of the | 
gas there manufactured. (Signed) | 
“‘ Lewis THompson, M.R.C.S., &c., Consulting Chemist.” 


The tabulated abstracts from the balance-sheets of the Great | 
Central, Western, London, and Equitable Gas Companies, to; 
be found on the adjoining page, will explain to the initiated in 
the culinary art of “‘ cooking gas accounts ” the chief points of | 
the improved “ process and system” practised by the Great, 
Central Company; and when it is recollected that £600 is the) 
total sum set aside to cover 23 years’ wear and tear and 
deterioration of works, plant, mains, meters, &c., upon which 
£192,887 has been expended, and gas to the value of £108,547 
manufactured and distributed, the source of the 74 and 10 per 
cent. dividends is at once detected. The practical identity 
which the working expenses bear to the gas rental in three out 
of the four balance-sheets, is very remarkable ; and it would 
much facilitate such comparisons if, as a general rule, the 
charge for lighting, cleansing, and repairing public Jamps 
figured as distinct items in the expenditure in them all. 
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1 Communicated Articles. 


MR. LEWIS THOMPSON’S TABLE OF THE ILLUMINATING POWER OF GAS IN THE METROPOLIS. 


Daily Record of Observations upon the Illuminating Power of a Burner consuming 5 feet per hour of the Gases mentioned below, as 
compared with a Spermaceti Candie, burning about 120 grains per hour, but always reduced to this Gravity by Calculation, 














































































































Cannel Gas. Common Gas, 
| . She “a 
{| Equit-| Wasr- |cuan- nidies — SouTH = ciry | SURREY Gomenn| _—_ | Compass. CENTRAL Conant, 
i Date. ABLE | ERN | TeRED ‘ a Gusiere Omens. COO CoMPaNY. 
{| Comp. | Compr. | Comr. ns Comm, pg ers ”"" lCompany.| Westmins, Company, Brick Lane. Pancras, 
| October 10 | 14°4 | 12"4 117 
1 11 15° | 13°7 13° 12°4 
12 | 13°8 13°5 13° 
| 13 143 13°7 13°2 12°7 
| 14 12°9 12°5 114 | 118 
16 13°6 12°1 12° 
7 27°6 | | 13°8 131 | 12°5 11'2 
19 | 13°7 12°2 11°6 
| | 20 | 13°6 12°4 | 126 12° 
21 | 145 15°5 12°7 12°7 
| 22 | 14°5 14°1 13° 13° 12°8 
| 24 14°2 12°8 12°2 12°4 
' 25 13°4 | 12°3 12°5 
| 26 13°5 | 12°5 12°5 
27 13°5 | 23°2 | 12°5 12°7 | 
| 28 13°7 126 | 126 | 
| 29 29° 14'2 13°7 | 12°5 12°4 | 
| 31 28°2 13°4 | 123 12°3 | 
|| November 1 13°8 | | 12°6 12°3 
2 H 13°6 | a2 | oe 12°8 
| 3 13°3 | 125 12°3 | 126 
4 | 14°4 | | 126 12°4 
5 16° 13°8 j; az 12°9 
7 | 13°4 | 123° 12°5 
8 | | 15°8 | 13°5 15° 
9 | | | 142 | 137 13°6 | 
Average...... 29° | 28:2 | 27°6 | 14°8 | 14°5 | 14°3 | 14-2 14° 13°3 | 13°) | 12°8 12°7 12°5 12°3 | 
| ‘ | 
No.7 a, Pancras-lane, City, Nov. 9, 1853. Lewis THompson, M.R.CS., &c., Consulting Chemist. | 
° must feel, some gratification at beholding knavery frustrated ; and 
Correspondence, I believe a sensation of this kind pervaded the pws kingdom a) 
a ‘. . i ‘ ” 
WE “ MAN IN PANORAS LANE” AND THE Gas | fo" Jt gon te cae of ean, Sruay Rng Arr 
QUEST ION. " declare that I entertained, and always have entertained, the ors 
“ Othello’s occupation ’s gone. utter indifference to Great Central affairs. Had the gas been good | 
Si1r,—The Man in Pancras-lane” now addresses your readers | and pure; had honesty and truth been used in advocating its sale; | 
for the last time, and respectfully offers them a sincere and kindly | and, lastly, had my inquiries been met in an open and candid| 
“farewell.” The circumstances under which the directors of the | spirit, I should have proved as warm an advocate for the Great) 
|Great Central Gas Company have thought proper to declare a | Central Company as I have proved a bitter foe to its duplicity. | 


| 7% per cent. dividend have superseded the necessity for any further 
‘labours on my part, and laid bare and patent to every man of 
| ordinary business capacity the intrinsic rottenness of that founda- 
‘tion upon which the self-styled ‘‘ cheap gas”” movement has hitherto 
‘rested. So long as this gaseous phantom assumed the aspect of a 
| bird of prey, I was prepared to repel its encroachments ; but now, 
when “the kite ” turns out to he merely “a paper kite,” I lay down 
'my pen to laugh at its “tail.” Few can require to be told that a 
'man who earns only five shillings a day, and within the same 
| period spends seven shillings and sixpence, will go on for any length 
| of time with satisfaction to his creditors; and the same aphorism 
‘applies to gas companies. Those, however, who doubt this last 
‘! assertion, have only to watch the future progress of. the Great 
| Central Company, where the directors are now trying the above 
|, experiment on a very extensive scale. To earn 5 per cent. and to 
|| pay 74, conveys the idea of what has been termed “a self-existent 
|| anomaly ”—an expression, by-the-by, for which I am indebted, as 
'| the saying is, to “a contemporary ” :— 
** A Daniel come to judgment! yea, a Daniel !! 

1 thank thee, Jew, for teaching me that word.” 
{| Iam not, fortunately, a sheriff, and therefore it is not my duty to 
|| follow malefactors to their final exit; my office is but “to drag the 
| Struggling rascal into day,” and hand him over to public scorn and 
|punishment. How far I have succeeded let others declare; it is 
enough for me to know that the wretch lies prostrate and power- 
|less at my feet, and will reach the pillory of infamous bankruptcy 
| without any further efforts of mine. Did I, however, entertain the 
| slightest malice or ill will towards this Great Central juggle, now 
would have been the time for triumph, and not the hour for bidding 
| farewell.” Only think what might not have been my present and 
| prospective delight, as I gloated over “ flatulent dividends, cooked 
_ accounts, wear-and-tear skeletons, and shares,” like King Darius— 
| “ Fallen! fallen!! fallen!!! 

From their high estate.” 

But why should I take pleasure in witnessing the decadence of 

this wretched abortion? Of course I feel, as every honest man 





| 


i 
| 
| 








Time will not fail to demonstrate the accuracy of my published | 











results ; and I cheerfully leave the whole question to an impartial 
public—* finis coronat opus.” i 

In the discharge of my self-imposed duty, I have been attacked || 
with a meanness and malice, fortunately very rare in this country. |! 
I have, however, known how to repel these aggressions, and to 
carry the war in the enemy’s quarters; my position in this respect | 
is far from uncomfortable. True, Mr. Pearson does not love me; ' 
and Mr. Croll admires me not; Mr. Sheriff Wire would not sigh! 
to get me “in his line” ; and Mr. Dakin would almost violate his | 
nature and tell the truth to do me a mischief. Yet am I happy, 
careless, contented, and overflowing with the milk of human kind- || 
ness. I pity Mr. Pearson’s blighted “tree”; I sympathise with || 
Mr. Croll at the present price of coals ; I fraternise with Mr. Sheriff 
Wire upon the “ Wallis question” and the “ anti-tall-footmen 
movement”; nay, if I could believe but one single word of what 
Mr. Dakin would to say to me in reply, I would seek an interview 
for the purpose of hearing him exclaim, “Thy sins be forgiven | 
thee!” As regards the last, I am convinced, however, that my 
philanthropy would be thrown away; and all I can do to make} 
amends for past affronts must consist in presenting the Great Cen- |) 
tral chairman with an appropriate motto for his coach when he 
reaches the gilded glories of the shrievalty :— 

“ Totius Anglia mendaculus maximus’? — 
The greatest liar in all England. 


In some respects I sincerely pity Mr. Croll. To be stuck up for 
a twelvemonth, only to be pulled down in contempt; to glitter with 
tinsel, only to be shorn of his beams; to have two tall footmen 
in masquerade liveries, only to be denuded of all attendance; to 
have “a chain” and not to have it—a coach, and to want it— a 
motto, and but I cannot write for tears —Helas! quantum 
mutatus ab illo Hectore.” Yet I trust Mr. Croll finds some con- 
solation , and reverts to his past grandeur as Tennison does to his 
past affection :— 


“ Thold it true, whate’er befal, 
And feel it when I sorrow most, 
































aS 


1853. ] 


—— 





THE 





JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 





265 || 





’Tis better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all.’’ 

Reader, art thou aware that, towards the commencement of ever 
month, a quantity of waste = is now gratuitously distributed, 
with the words “‘ Gas and Water Times” printed in a kind of 
horticultural-looking type upon its front page? The soap-and- 
candle retailer will give thee five farthings per pound for this 
refuse; but take it not to the butter and cheese man—it is too 
\|dirty; he will not thank thee for it. Nevertheless, thou mayest 
|'turn an honest penny, as I have told thee. 

A facetious friend of mine, some time since, suggested the 
expression, ‘‘ Milk and Water Times,” as more appropriate than 
the above; but I do not exactly agree with him, for I have not 
|| been able to find anything half so wholesome as good honest milk 
lin any portion of this literary “ skim” that has yet come within 
my notice. It is, indeed, asserted by some persons that London 
milk consists chiefly of “‘ sheep’s brains beaten into an emulsion ” ; 
and, if this be so, then my friend’s nomenclature may be correct, 
\|for the so-called “ Gas and Water” publication bleats forth its 
|| plaintive twaddle in a style strongly suggestive of the “ head-joint 
|| of mutton.” 
|| It strikes me, however, that both the name and the publication 
are piracies of an invention concerning which I was consulted a few 

years since. A clever little Irishman then applied to me for my 
\|assistance ina very difficult matter. He had discovered, he said, a 
mode of making “‘ soda-water”’ by impregnating a part of the con- 
\\tents of the New River with atmospheric air, and then bottling the 
||mixture in a particular apparatus. “ It is impossible,” said he, 
rubbing his hands, “to do the thing cheaper, and it goes off with 
ilacapital pop; but then it won’t sparkle, and so I can’t sell it.” 
'| Now, it is as clear as the sun at noonday that this “Gas and Water 
| Times” must be the identical suda-water of my Irish acquaintance ; 
‘the similarity of name and composition: the “capital pop,” the 
||“ won’t sparkle,” and the “ can’t sell,” are coincidences too strong 
and numerous to be the mere result of accident. I, therefore, 
|| propose for this new monthly production the name, “ Irish Soda 
|| Water.” 
Well, the last bottle of this exhilarating fluid did me the honour 
||of taking me under its “ deadly lively” notice; and, after many 
* sheep’s brain ” remarks upon gas-testing, its compounder comes 
'|to the conclusion that I must certainly have“ starved ” but for Mr. 
Croll’s gas. Poor fellow! I am afraid his broth had disagreed 
with him that day, and he felt, as the French say, anéanti. As 
a medical man, I beg to suggest to his employers the necessity 
for a change of diet; an occasional calf’s head would be an 
agreeable variation, and also singularly appropriate on the Ophelia 
principle, “‘ Sweets to the sweet.” According to this ill-fed indi- 
vidual, my'existence is an “ arriére faix !/!!” Can the filthy fellow 
know the meaning of the word? I sincerely hope that, when he 
|| gets his calf’s head, he will find a more delicate class of metaphors 
|| than that to which the above belongs. In France his wit would 
i recoil en arriére to his cost, and get him kicked out of all decent 
| Society. 
| I do not consider it necessary to follow our soda-water friend 
|| through his ravings upon the subject of photometry; of this, as 











of my reiterated objections, supported as they are by the careful 
experiments of Mr. Alexander Wright, Dr. Letheby takes no 
notice of the carbonic acid constantly present in the Great Central 
gas. Is this fair towards the other companies, who do not pay Dr. 
Letheby for his labours ? 

I have always held that Dr. Letheby’s position was perfectly 
contradictory; for, as the respected chairman of the City Com- 
pany very quaintly puts it, “the distiller does not pay the excise- || 
man.” Even a tiger, in time, will fawn upon the hand which feeds || 
it; and I am far from asserting that Dr. Letheby is worse than a 
tiger. Now I, who am paid by no man, and never will be paid for 
these labours of mine, here declare, upon the most solemn and |; 
sincere conviction, that, on an average of many months, the City || 
gas has been, and still is, at least 10 per cent. better than the 
Central gas, and very frequently it is 16 per cent. better. 
I pledge myself, and by this I will stand or fail. || 

Let me, however, not be misunderstood as respects any bias | 
which I presume Dr. Letheby to have: that he reports conscien- 
tiously, and, to the best of his ability, 1 no way doubt or question ; || 
nor do I impute to him any interested or improper motives. My | 
whole objections are embodied in the remark I have quoted from 
Mr. Gray’s letter in the Times of the 7th inst., and go no fur-|, 
ther than to the general principle there developed. In assert- 
ing the truth, I wish to avoid every source of offence; but yet I 
will not suppress it from an affectation of maudlin politeness or || 
sentimentality. | 

I am told that my name has been proposed as that of one quali- 
fied for the office of gas tester to the four Surrey companies. If || 
elected, I will not decline the office, but only the salary—provided 
there be any to decline. This the respective companies may divide 1 
amongst their shareholders, or appropriate as a sick fund for their || 
workmen, or present to the parish, or do with as they please. I | 
merely stipulate, in limine, that it shall not reach me; for I will || 








To this 


not have my public duty mixed up with even the semblance of 


bribery. If ever the Government or the public chooses to appoint | 
and pay a gas-testing officer, then I will present myself for that pay 


| 
and that office; but the money must not come from the company | 
| 


whose gas | am to test and adjudicate upon; for this. in my opinion, 
would be a gross impropriety. I repeat, therefore, that if appointed | 


to the situation of “tester” to the four Surrey companies, I will || 


accept the office, and do my duty to the very best of my ability, 
but without fee or reward from those companies. 

I trust the above will meet with the approbation of our “ Irish 
soda-water ” maker, and that he will continue to notice me; for I 
am decidedly persuaded that such notice is worth having—in fact, 
as Burns says :— 

“The mair they talk I’m kenned the better, 
E’en let them clash; 
An auld wife’s tongue ’s a feckless matter 
To gie ane fash.” 

Does any one fancy that I have any objection to see Mr. Croll 
employ the spare time of his servants by getting them to “ scratch | 
his back”? Ridiculous nonsense! Let Messrs. Still and Ander- 


son do all they can for their employer in any way calculated to please || 


or benefit him. They are paid, and ought to do their best; but) 


what I fear is, that their best will be but a short-coming as com- || 
pared with the amount of labour required. Moreover, I suspect |; 
Mr. Croll can do this kind of work far better for himself. |, 
Of what use, then, is it for mere dilettanti like Messrs. Still || 


\|0f French, he evidently knows nothing, and talks confusedly of 
“screens, cones, shades,” &c.; after which he drags in Dr. Letheby, 
and makes Dr. Letheby say something or other which is not very 
intelligible. Now, opposed to what Dr. Letheby says, 1 will quote 








what Dr. Letheby writes, and, if necessary, will produce the letter. 
Speaking of his early experiments upon the gas supplied to 
London in the year 1852, Dr. Letheby, on the 27th of May of that 
year, writes :— 


‘Four years ago I adopted a contrivance for cutting off all diffused and 
reflected light; but my arrangements differed from those of Mr. Lewis 
Thompson in the following particulars, namely, that the photometer was 
enclosed in a box or dark chamber, which was four feet long and one foot 

uare. The lights were on the outside of the box, and the rays were 
allowed to enter by apertures at the ends. 

“‘I think, however, that Mr. Thompson’s contrivance is less cumbrous 
than mine, and it has the additional advantage of leaving the table clear 
for other apparatus.” 


Here, then, is at once an end of all the “ screens, cones, shades,” &c., 
with which our scribe has filled his mare’s nest. If ever he gets 
to understand their real use, I may perhaps feel inclined to explain 
to him their mode of action; but at present this would be “ throw- 
ing pearls before swine.” 

It is not without regret that I find Dr. Letheby’s name thus 
continually “touted” forth as a vehicle for the Great Central gas. 
Many months ago I invited Dr. Letheby to my laboratory, or, if 
he declined this, I solicited permission to visit his, and then and 
there to test honestly and fairly the different gases supplied to the 
City—not burning them under the influence of our friend’s incubus, 
but simply one against the other in equal quantities, and alter- 
nately from the same burners. If Dr. Letheby wanted nothing 
but justice for all the companies, why was this proposition declined? 
Dr. Letheby, it appears, stated on oath that the Great Central 
gas is better than that of any other of the metropolitan companies. 

ow I, and many others who have witnessed the fact, are willing to 
make oath that this is not correct. I bring the matter fairly to issue, 
and challenge substantial contradiction ; nor will the public rest 
satisfied unless some notice be taken of this matter. In spite, too, 
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and Anderson to venture a competition where defeat is certain? | 
As King Jamie once sarcastically observed to some of the most | 
servile of his courtiers, “ For a’ see cunning as ye are, there’s no | 
ane of ye can scrat ma back i’ the preceese spot where it itches ;” 


and I am sure we shall find that both Mr. Still’s “ tar-story,” and || 


Mr. Anderson’s “ clay-retorts,” will fail to “ scrat Mr. Croll’s back 
in the preceese spot where it itches.’” These gentlemen cannot act 
more wisely than to pare their nails and shut up; for the late 


sheriff is well acquainted with that celebrated song which has, by || 


way of burden :— 


‘* For he clawed and she clawed, 
And she clawed and he clawed, 
And they clawed ane anither ava’ man.” 


All is now over but the howl of the Irish soda-water man. |) 


who will doubtless greet my “ wake” with the cust mary lamenta- 
tion,‘ Oh! why did you go away to starve, and lave all these fine 
things behind you?” 

Gentle reader, I take my final leave, and quit, probably for ever, 
all connection with gas testing, making, purifying, and so forth. 
Should, however, knavery again rear its head, and falselood 
assume a prominent position, I may return to my post and again 
crush ‘the gang.” Meantime, hoping that this will be unneces- 
sary, let me solicit a generous construction at your hands; and, 
while reflecting in days to come upun the achievements of progres- 
sive improvement, sometimes call to mind that there was once 





A MAN IN PANCRAS-LANE. 





THE GREAT CENTRA*. GAS CONSUMERS’ MEETING. 


Srr,—I very respectfully beg to hand you a memorandum of 
the following inquiries, which I attempted to put, as a share- 
holder, at the Great Central Gas Consumers’ meeting, at the 
London Tavern, on Friday, the 28th ult, I consider | was most 
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upfairly treated, abused, and put down, by the chairman, Mr. 
| Dakin, and others. My motto is, “ Strike me, but hear me.” 
| Surely it is not fair, it is not honest, it is not manly, it is not 
| English—but decidedly un-English—to put down and turn away 
|the right of a man by clamour, low abuse, fit only for a pothouse. 
|I made my protest and firm stand against such tyranny at the 
‘meeting; and I trust you will make such remarks in your forth- 
|coming JOURNAL as will prevent a repetition of similar disgraceful 
conduct towards me. WILLIAM PEARSE. 
239, Tottenham-court-road, Nov. 2, 1853. 





|| Memorandum for Inquiries at Meeting. 

| 1. 1s not the £7207. 3s. 10d., stated to be available for dividend, 
subject to deduction for income-tax from Dec. 31, 1852, to 
June 24, 1853? 

| 2. Is any portion of the £11,962.3s.7d., stated to be due to sundry 

I creditors, S0 DUE FOR MONEY BORROWED? and, if so, what 

portion ? 

| 3. Does the large charge of £634. 19s. 3d. for incidental expenses 

|| include the dinner at Blackwall, or any portion of Mr, Croll’s 

| expenses as sheriff ? 

|/4. In what does the addition of £1226. 8s. 11d., made to the 

| invested capital, consist? If in meters, service pipes, and 

similar items, should they not go to the profit-and-loss ac- 

count? The capital eccount cannot otherwise be closed. 

| 5, Will it not be necessary to go to Parliament for authority to 

| raise the price of gas, should coals and labouy maintain their 

present price? 

I concluded by moving an amendment, “ that the dividend be at 

| the rate of six per cent. per annum,” on the ground that no larger 

| dividend has been really earned, for, if the capital account had 

a been reopened, the profit-and-loss account would have stood 

| thus :— 

| Profit on the half-year........ we teens 

|, Amount cariied to capital account which 


| 
| 
{ 


.-. £5653 010 
should have 


|| been debited to profit and loss, and is now deducted 1226 8 11 
| ene 
| NOE IRIS oo 0 Fc.0 0:00 «100 ... £4426 11 11 
| A dividend at the rate of six per cent. per annum 

ED vp cosartcdsmeciesesen rsdn dgadenss £4500 0 O 


WILLIAM PEARSE. 





| 
| 
| 
|| SOUTH ESSEX GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
|| Sir,—The above company desire to correct a paragraph which 
|| appears in your last JourNAL, and with respect to which you have 
|, been misinformed “ that this company is making strenuous exer- 
| tions to introduce their gas into the district of the Imperial, in the 
||neighbourhood of Hackney.” The South Essex Gas Company has 
|| been established solely for the purpose of lighting Walthamstow, 
| Wanstead, Woodford, Leyton, and Leytonstone; and has no inten- 
| tion or wish to trespass on the ground of any of its neighbours. 
Joun Downes, Solicitor to the Compaay. 
38, Moorgate-street, London, Oct. 15, 1853. 


{| 


| 
{| 
}| 
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‘THE EXHIBITION OF THE GASFITTERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

q Str,—In consequence of a large number of inventions for cook- 
i| ing by gas being excluded from the Exhibition of 1851, several of 
'|the trade determined to raise a fund, and exhibit their apparatus 
|'at the Polytechnic Institution, Regent-street. That fund, I believe, 
|| tealised a considerable sum; the inventions were exhibited, and a 
||dinner given to the manufacturers and their friends; but, from 
| shat time until the present, not the slightest account has been 
given as to the expenses incurred or the balance remaining. If, 
Mr. Editor, you can furnish any information, it will much oblige 
|| Several subscribers to the fund. 
|| London, Nov. 3, 1853. 


A SuBScRIBER. 
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WitiiaM Brown, of 24, Stockwell-street, Glasgow, “ Invention of 
an improved method of treating coal and bituminous substances, and for 
improvements in the treatment of their volatile products.” Patent dated 
Jan. 13, 1853, 

The first operation consists in distilling the coal or other bituminous 
|| Matter, in conjunction with steam, at a dull red heat; for which pur- 
| pose the coal or other bituminous matter is introduced into a retort, 
| fitted with a steam pipe, so situated as to become red hot by passing 
through the furnace; this steam pipe terminates in the closed end of 
| the retort, so chat when the retort is charged with coal or other bitu- 
;Minous matter, and the furnace is in action, the steam pipe becomes 
jred hot, and, steam being then passed along it, this also becomes red 
[st and in this state enters the end of the retort, and rapidly unites 
|with and expels the volatile matters arising from the coal or other 
| bituminous matter, by which their decomposition into gas is wholly 
| Or in a great measure prevented, and the amount of oily or condensible 
| product greatly increased, ‘The steam pipe may be passed through a 
| furnace distinct and separate from that which heats the retort; so that 
|the patentee is enabled to withdraw the fire from the retort, or dimi- 
nish its intensity, at pleasure, w thout altering the temperature of the 
steam pipe; and he can thereby continue the distillation of the coal 

or bituminous matter, either altogether or in part, with the retort at 
he steam pipe may be 











SS 





2 temperature below that of a dull red heat. 








of cast iron; or of cast or wrought iron, glazed, or enamelled as it ig 
termed; or it may be of clay or earthenware. In distilling, the pa- 
tentee employs, as is usual, a condenser, the temperature of which 
should not be lower than fifty degrees of Fahrenheit. 

Having by this means obtained a quantity of volatile products from 
coal or other bituminous matter, these are again subjected to distillg. 
tion in a still or other convenient vessel, with or without the employ. 
ment of asteam pipe; though the patentee prefers to use steam when 
a large amount of paraffine is required; but where the production of 
oil is the chief object, steam may be dispensed with. en steam ig 
used, this is to be brought into the still in a super-heated state, by 
passing it through a red-hot steam pipe, disposed in the furnace or| 
flue of the farnace which heats the still. The steam enters through 
the upper part of the side of the still, and promotes, as before, the 
distillation of the volatile matters, while it retards their destruction 
or conversion into gaseous or other worthless compounds. By this| 
means the paraffine and heavy hydro-carbonaceous oils are preserved, 

During the progress of the second distillation, it will be observed 
that the products vary at different periods of the distillation; and 
these are, therefore, to be kept separate or received in different ves- 
sels. At first a thin oil, or impure eupione oil, comes over to the 
extent of about one-eighth of the total fluid employed; after this, a 
thicker and heavier oil, containing paraffine, makes its appearance, to 
the extent of from forty to fifty per cent. of the fluid employed; and 
lastly, a thick butyraceous matter is evolved, consisting chiefly of 
paraffine, but mixed with heavy oil; and this continues to the end of 
the operation, and constitutes about one-fourth of the bulk of the 
fluid originally used. ‘These three products are treated as follows :— 
The impure eupione oil is mixed with from five to ten per cent. of its 
weight of oil of vitriol, or sulphuric acid, to which an equal bulk of 
water is added. Bichromate of potash is next thrown in, in equal | 
weight to one-half of the sulphuric acid employed. The whole is 
then heated in any convenient vessel of wood or lead or earthenware, 
and during the heating the materials are diligently stirred together, 
As soon as the temperature has reached 212° Fahr., the heating means 
may be withdrawn, and the whole permitted to cool and settle. The 
eupione oil is next to be decanted from the acid fluid, and treated | 
with a warm solution of caustic soda, the whole being well mixed, 
and afterwards left at rest for some time tosettle. Lastly, the eupione || 
oil is decanted from the alkaline fluid, and distilled either alone or || 
with water or steam, as is practised with respect to volatile oils gene- || 
rally. The heavy oil, containing paraffine, is next treated either with 
strong sulphuric acid and peroxide of manganese, in the proportion 
of ten per cent. of acid and five per cent. of peroxide of manganese; 
or it is subjected, like the eupione oil, to the action of sulphuric acid 
and bichromate of potash, in the same manner and proportion as indi- 
cated for the eupione oil; after which it is treated with soda ley, and 
allowed to settle exactly as explained with regard to the eupione oil, 
The heavy oil is then decanted and distilled in the usual way: the first 
portion being added to the eupione oil, as consisting chiefly of that 
substance; the second, and by far the larger portion of the whole, is 
received apart, under the name of “lubricating oil” ; whilst the last 
portion, being thick and of the consistence of butter, is mixed with the 
impure paraffine which results from the third stage of the second dis- 
tillation of the crude products, and which are next treated as follows: 
Having allowed the impure paraffine to remain for twenty-four hours, 
or longer, in a cool place to erystallise, the oily mixture is placed in a 
bag or filter similar to those in use for the separation of spermaceti 
from sperm oil. When the oily fluid is drained away, the paraffine 
must be removed to a press and subjected to severe pressure, as is 
practised with respect to stearic acid by the makers of that substance. | 
It must then be melted, and, when cold, again pressed, the oil being}; 
in both cases added to the drainings, which are to be treated as ex- 
plained under the head, ‘ heavy or lubricating oil.’”” The paraffine |, 
must now be melted, and the heat raised to about 400° Fahr., when 
strong sulphuric acid is to be carefully stirred into it in the propor- 
tion of from one-twentieth to one-tenth of the weight of paraffine|| 
operated upon. After boiling for a few minutes, the fire must be) 
withdrawn, and the charred oil of the paraffine allowed to settle in| 
the form of a black powder from the melted paraffine. This being 
separated, the paraffine must be boiled in water, or in a weak solution 
of soda; after which it may be cooled, and is fit for the market, 

The patentee claims— : | 

1. The use of steam, heated as indicated for the purpose indicated. || 

2. The mode or modes described of purifying the eupione oil, lubri- || 
cating oil, and paraffine, obtained by the process or processes above | 
described. 

Oatanpo Reeves, of Castle Taunton, Somerset, for ‘‘ Improvements | 
in the manufacture of manure.” Patent dated Jan. 18, 1853. 

The invention consists in using vegetable substances, or charcoal 
(either alone, or in combination with alkaline or earthy salt), com-/' 

bined with chemical materials capable of absorbing and fixing the || 
ammonia discharged from gas; also in the use and admixture of the 
refuse lime from the gas purifiers with certain chemical, animal, and | 
mineral substances, described in the specifications. 

Joun Henry Jounson, of Lincoln’s-inn-fields, and of Glasgow, | 
for ‘* Improvements in gasburners, and in regulating the combustion @ 
gas.” Patent dated Feb. 3, 1853. 

The invention relates, first, to an important construction or arrange- 
ment of gasburners; and secondly, to the regulation of the supply of 
gas to the burner, by means of a diaphragm or valve, placed either 
within the tube which conveys the gas to the burner, or within the 
body of the burner itself. ‘ 

The improvements comprised in the invention consist of the regu- 
lation and the economising of the combustion of gas; and, in order to 
obtain this double advantage, the inventor has adopted the burner 
known as the “ Manchester burner,” and has increased the number 
of its perforations from two to four, and has also introduced into the 
lower portion of the burner, or the pipe to which it is attached, & 
small regulating diaphragm or valve—so that by this arrangement 
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the gas is thoroughly distributed through the four apertures, thereby 
taking up a sufficiently large quantity of air for effecting its perfect 
and combustion, and, consequently, giving a much more power- 
ful and brilliant light for a certain quantity of gas. 
The regulator consists of a diaphragm, with a small metal flue, 
fitted with a dise of caoutchouc, or any other suitable flexible ma- 
terial; and this being introduced into the burner or pipe, if the 
re of the gas be excessive, the regulator, coming in contact 
with the sides of the small chamber in which it is enclosed, reduces 
the space until the pressure diminishes, when the elasticity of the 
diaphragm will cause it to assume its normal position. 
Another improvement of the inventor is his central pipe in burners, 
for the admission of a current of air, which also economises the com- 
bustion of the gas. ) 
These improvements may be applied to any existing burner without 
difficulty. 
The patentee claims—_ 
1. The general arrangement and construction of gasburners and 

regulators, as described. 
2. The application and use of gasburners with double jets. 
3. The application and use of gasburners with two or more con- 
verging jets. 
4, The application and use of gasburners with converging jets, in 
conjunction with a central aperture for the admission of a current of 
air in the manner and for the purposes described. 

5. The application and use of regulators, fitted either in the in- 
terior of the burners themselves, or the pipes leading thereto. 


Joun Perxins, of Manchester, mechanical draughtsman, for ‘ Im- 
in the treatment of certain bituminous mineral substances, 
and in obtaining products therefrom.’’ Patent dated Feb. 4, 1853. 

This invention consists in distilling, at a low temperature, coal 
shales and other minerals, commonly called bituminous substances 
(not including coals found in the carboniferous forniation), and yield- 
ing bituminous matter by the application of heat, and in obtaining 
therefrom paraffine, and an oil containing paraffine, which the in- 
ventor calls paraffine oil (applicable to lubricating machinery), and 
other substances. The bituminous substances dealt with are limited 
to a true coal formation, namely, that formed between the old red 
sandstone and the Peruvian deposits, and are called in England 
basses, black basses, bats, and coa! shales; in Scotland, blaes, greasy 
blaes, shining blaes, argillo-bitumens, bituminous argils, and coal 
shales; and in other localities, bituminous sandstones, and sometimes 

haltic coal. 

e apparatus the inventor uses is a common gas retort, built up in 
brickwork, and heated in the ordinary manner, to which is connected 
a coil of iron pipe immersed in cold water to cool and condense the 
products of distillation. The retort is filled up with a bituminous 
mineral, or a mixture of those minerals, and is then closed tight, and 
brought gradually up to a temperature necessary to effect the decom- 

ition of the bituminous mineral, care being taken that it shall not 
gree high as to destroy the liquid products of distillation, and 
convert them into permanent uncondensible gas, and the coal and 
naphthaline products got as a liquid in gas making. A low red heat 
is the best temperature for getting the largest quantity of paraffine 
oil, and the lowest quantity of permanent gas and napthaline pro- 
ducts. The retort is maintained at this temperature as long as liquid 
products run from the cooling pipes; and when these cease, the 
residue is drawn out of the retort, and a fresh charge is putin. The 
products of distillation, condensed in the cooling pipe and caught as 
a liquid, is crude paraffine oil, containing paraffine, and capable of 
being employed for lubricating machinery. The inventor, however, 
eye separating the naphtha and other impurities which it contains 

y distillation, which leaves a residue of charcoal. It can then be 
further distilled by treating it with oil of vitriol, and redistilling it. 
By cooling the paraffine oil, the paraffine crystallises, and is obtained 
by filtering the oil through acloth. The paraftine remaining on the 
filter is squeezed into a powerful press, and is purified by treatment 
with its own bulk of oil of vitriol, maintaining it at 140° Fahrenheit 





temperature for twenty-four hours, with constant agitation, after 
which the inventor washes it perfectly clean with water, and it is 
then fit for use. 

The patentee claims as his invention the obtaining of paraffine oil 
| from bituminous mineral substances found in the coal formation (not 
jincluding bituminous coal), yielding bituminous matter by the 
application of heat, by treating them in the manner described. 


Cuartes Henry Hatt, of Liverpool, in the county of Lancaster, 
cook, for ‘‘ Improved apparatus for cooking by gas or vapour.’’ Patent 
dated March 2, 1853. 

The principle of the patentee’s invention is to cause a certain decom- 
| Position or conversion of the gas or vapour used in the apparatus, by 
| which the carbon of common coal gas becomes changed into carbonic 
| oxide, which, with the hydrogen contained in such gas, produces a 
|¢ompound applicable for the purpose. This conversion of the carbon 
he effects by two methods, either separate or in combination—first, by 
\its admixture with air during its ascent within a perforated cylinder 
of brass; and secondly, by passing it through an open disc, and pre- 
senting to it, waile in a state of combustion, a flat surface of metal. 

The specifications and drawings describe several apparatus by which 
these methods are carried out ; but the patentee does not confine him- 
self to the particular apparatus described. He claims— 

The construction of apparatus by which the ordinary coal gas, or 
other gas or vapour from spirits, may be decomposed and aérated, and 
in this state used for cooking. 
Joserx Joun Wituiam Watson, of the Old Kent-road, in the 

county of Surrey, for ‘* Improvements in illuminating apparatus, and in 
the production of light.” Patent dated March 7, 1853. 
inventor’s improvements in the production of light consist in 


purpose of illumination, by causing them to impinge during their | 
ignition against certain non-combustible or nearly non-combustible 
radiating mediums, such as lime, and earths, graphite, spongy platina, 
&c. A further improvement is the production of coloured effect. 

His improvements in illuminating apparatus consist in certain 
arrangements and combinations for the purpose of illumination by 
the combustion of a stream of oxygen and hydrogen gases, produced 
by galvanic and electric agency, and directed against various solid 
substances. 

The patentee claims— 

1. The application of the mixed gases, oxygen and hydrogen (ob- 
tained by the decomposition of water and by galvanic agency), by | 
directing the flame resulting from their combustion against a radiating 
body, composed of suitable incombustible or difficultly combustible 
substances, as lime, earths, graphite, and spongy platina. } 
2. The increasing the light from the radiating body, by surrounding 
it with a coil of fine platina wire. | 
3. The producing coloured light by directing a stream of hydrogen || 
gas, or of a mixture of oxygen and hydrogen gas, on tospongy platina, | 
4. The general arrangement of the illuminating apparatus, 

5. The application of a metallic safety-float, which, in the event of 
the water of the gas-generating chamber falling too low, establishes a 
metallic connection between the decomposing plates, and thus arrests 
further decomposition. 

6. The application of apparatus moved by clockwork, to impart a 
rotatory reciprocating and advancing motion to the radiating body on 
which the flame impinges, in lamps of any construction, for the burn- 
ing of hydrogen or oxy-hydrogen gas, from whatever source obtained. 

AvGustino Carosio, of Genoa, now of Montague-street, in the 
county of Middlesex, doctor of medicine, for ‘tA hydro-dynamic 
battery, or new or improved electro-magnetic apparatus, which, with its 
products, is applicable to the production of motive power, of light, and of 
heat.” Patent dated March 7, 1853. 

Theinvention consists in an apparatus or machinery for decomposing 
water or other suitable liquid by means of electricity, obtained from 
an electrical apparatus constructed on the principle of that known as 
Groves’s battery, or of a battery similar thereto, and in employing 
separately the gases so obtained for the production of a motive power 
by their elastic force ; and afterwards in recombining such gases in 
the gas battery to form the liquid from which such gases were 
originally produced, and in which recombination a curreut of elec- 
tricity is generated for decomposing the water or other liquid employed. 

The inventor’s gas battery consists of a number of cylindrica! cells, 
formed of gutta percha, earthenware, or any other non-conductor of 
electricity. Each cell is divided longitudinally by a diaphragm of 
porous earthenware, and each of the compartments so formed contains 
a series of plates of carbon or of platinised platinum. These plates of 
carbon or platinum are each perforated with a hole, through which 
passes a rod of earthenware or other non-conducting material, covered 
with platinum foil or plate, The carbon plates are kept at a small 
distance apart by means of washers of carbon or other suitable ma- 
terial, The rod, with the carbon or platinum 1 lates upon it, is fixed 
in one of the compartments of each cell ; and a similar rod, with carson 
plates upon it, is fixed in the other compartment. Wires are connected 
to the ends of the platinum foil or plate for conducting the electricity 
from the cells to the platinum electrodes in the generating ceil. The 
platinum electrodes are made of platinum foil or plate, bent back wards 
and forwards into a zigzag form, soldered to a metallic conductor, and 
fixed or cemented to a strip of gutta percha to keep them in their 
proper form. All the compartments of the battery cells are connected 
with each other by pipes, and are abont half filled with acidulated 
water. The upper part of one set of the compartments is filled with 
hydrogen gas, and the upper part of the others with oxygen gas, The 
generating or decomposing cell is divided, like the battery cells, by a 
porous earthenware diaphragm, into two compartmeuts, which are | 
partly filled with acidulated water, so as to cover the platinum elec- | 
trodes. The acidulated water is withdrawn trom the cells by means 
of pipes connected therewith, The apparatus being thus arranged, | 
the hydrogen and oxygen gases in the battery cell gradually combine 
to form water, and in doing so, produce an electric current, which de- 
composes the water in the generating cell, converting it into hydrogen 
and oxygen gases, which collect respectively in their two comyart- 
ments, ‘These gases pass through pipes into two reservoirs. The 
oxygen gas is conveyed from its reservoir by a pipe to an engine con- 
structed like on ordinary steam-engine; and the hydrogen is con- 
ducted in a similar manner to another engine, having a cylinder of 
twice the capacity of that of the engine to which the oxygen is con- 
veyed, The two engines give m tion to the fly-wheel by means of 
two cranks fixed at right angles to each oth r on the fly-wheel shaft. 
The ga-es, alter expanding in the cylinders of the engines, are con- | 
veyed by pipes into long cylindrical receivers, each of which is 
traversed by one or more tubes, through which sir or water of the | 
temperature of the atmosphere is passed, in order to supply the gases 
with the heat which they have lost in their expansion in the 
cylinders of the engines. ‘The gases are reta:ned in the receivers 
until they have accumulated so as to produce a considerable pressure, 
and the starting valves of the engines are then opened. These valves 
are connected by an endless chain, so that they may be opened simul- 
taneously. The engines are then put in motion by the elastic force 
of the gases, which are allowed to enter the cylinders for a portion | 
only of the stroke, and are then cut off by the action of the valves, 1| 
The gases then expand until the pistons of the. engine have completed 
their stroke, and the expanded gases pass off into the receivers, and 
thence into the battery cells, where they are again combined, and by | 
their combination produce a current of electricity, which decomposes | 
afresh portion of water in the generating celis, thus keeping up a| 
supply of gases for working the engine. ‘lhe reservoirs ure provided | 

with safety-valves, with spring balances and weights, for adjusting | 
the pressure. The gases which escape at these valves are not) 
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the reservoirs, so that they may not be wasted. Other arrangements 
are also adopted by the inventor in order to regulate the accumulation 
of the gases in the reservoir, to adjust the pressure, and to secure a 
sufficient supply of acidulated water. The inventor does not contine 
himself to water for the purpose of decomposing in the generating 
cells, as any liquid may be employed which is convertible into gases, 
which are capable of again combining together in the battery cells, 
and of producing a current of electricity in order to decompose the 
liquid emplored. The height of the liquid in the cells is ascertained 
by a glass tnbe gauge, such as is ordinarily used in steam-boilers, In 
order to supply any deficiency in the quantity of gas by leakage or 


|| otherwise, a magneto-electrical machine, driven by the engine, may 


be applied to decompose the water or other liquid employed, and thus 
obtain a supply of the required gases. The gases thus obtained may 
be employed for the production of light and heat, by burning them 
together in the oxy-hydrogen blowpipe, and directing the flame upon 
a piece of lime. An electric current may, at the same time, be ob- 
tained from the combustion of the gases, by constituting a battery, 
which the director calls a “lucifer battery.” 

The patentee claims the apparatus and machinery, whether identical 
with that hereinbefore described, or acting on the principle thereof, 
for the decomposition of water or other liquid into oxygen and 
hydrogen gases, or other gas, to be separately employed in the pro- 
duction of motive power by the elastic force of such gases acting on a 
piston or pistons, and for recombining such gas, after having so acted, 
with water or other liquid, and fur producing in such recombination, 
an electric current for decomposing water or other liquid, and so 
repeating the above series of operations as described. 


James Kimperzey, of Birmingham, in the county of Warwick, 
manufacturer, for ‘A new and improved gas-stove.”” Patent dated 
March 9, 1853. 

The peculiarity of the inventor's stove (as shown in the drawings) 
consists in the employment of a series of hollow pillars or tubes— 
the number depending on the heat to be obtained—which are placed 
immediately above the jets of gas, circularly arranged in the lower 
part of the stove, There is a small opening at the bottom of these 
tubes which allows the entrance of a current of air, and they are of 
sufficient diameter to avoid contact with the flames of the gas. At 
the top of the tubes is en ordinary chamber, with a curved top, 
| surmounted by a small register. A metal cup-like diaphragm, in the 
| centre of the chamber, sustains a vessel containing slacked quick- 

lime, either dry or moist, for the purpose of absorbing the carbonic 
| acid gas produced during the combustion. When the lime is not 
used, the inventor employs a flat perforated plate, which is placed 
‘above the diaphragm. By the passage of the current of heated air 
| and the products of combustion from the flames up the tubes, and 
| through the chamber at the top, a large amvunt of moderately heated 
| surface is obtained, and a copious supply of ‘pure air made to circulate 
, through the stove. The heated air, in its passage through the plate 
or perforated diaphregm, is deprived of muchfof its heat, which is 
| communicated to the diaphragm, and from it to the adjoining parts 
| of the stove; and it enters the room, through the register, at a mode- 
| rate temperature, while the heat abstracted from it by the diaphragm 
| is radiated in every direction by the upper parts of the stove. The 
| size of the tubes, together with the extent of surface over which the 
|heat is distributed, and the large volume of air with which the 
| products of combustion are mixed, occasion a rapid but moderate 
heating of the room in which the stove is situated ; and, as no portion 
of the stove is heated sufficiently to decompuse any organic matter 
in the air, the unpleasant odour usually observed in the air of rooms 
heated by stoves is avoided. The lime in the chamber absorbs, more 
or less effectually, the carbonic acid produced during the combustion 
of the gas, and preserves the air in the room in a more fit state for 
respiration, The tubes may be made either of metal, glass, earthen- 
ware, or other vitreous or semi-vitreous substance. By employing 
tubes of colourless or coloured glass, either transparent or semi- 
transparent, within tubes of perforated metal, the illuminating as 
| well as heating effect of the gas flame is obtained, and an illuminating 
appearance produced. 

The inventor claims— 

1. The construction of a gas-stove, having two or more tubes, 
underneath (or in) each of which a gas flame is situated, the said 
tubes opening at their bottoms to the atmosphere, and at the tops 
| with a common chamber. 








} 2. The use of a pertorated diaphragm in the chamber of gas-stoves, 


| for the purpose of abstracting the heat from the heated air and pro- 
| duct of combustion passing through the said chamber. 


Georce Micurrts, of Holywell-street, Westminster, for ‘‘ Improve 
ments in obtaining orygen for manufacturing purposes.”’ Patent dated 
March 12, 1853. 

This invention is based on the known chemical fact, that the oxide 
of bary'a at one temperature will absorb oxygen, and at another will 
evelve it, so as to render it capable of being obtained for manufacturing 
purposes, ‘The inventor heats a retort containing oxide of baryta to 
|a low red heat, in which the atmospheric air is allowed to pass 
j|amongst the oxide; he then excludes the atmospheric air, and, 
| Opening a passage trom the retort to a gasometer or reveiver, raises 
the heat to a che1ry red ; and, in order to obtain these alternations of 
temperature, the inventor uses an apparatus which consists of a 
D-shaped cast-iron retort, open at both ends, and built upon an arch 
in the ordinary manner. ‘Iwo mouthpieces, with lids, are fixed to 
it, one of which communicates with an air-receiver by a pipe pro- 
vidi d with a sluice-valve, This pipe the inventor calls the ‘* adduct- 
ing wir-main.” The other mouthpiece is placed in communication 
with the gasholder by means of an “ oxygen-abducting main,” or a 
pipe furnished with a sluice-valve, and also, as an outlet to the 
atmosphere, by a pipe shut by a valve, which opens under a pressure 
of 40 inches on the water gauge, and which the inventor designaces 
the “nitrogen-abducting main.” The air-receiver is kept, by a 











proper valve, under a constant pressure equal to a column of 45 | 
inches, measured by the water-gauge; the air is driven into the | 
receiver by a suitable blowing apparatus. In its way from this high. | 
pressure air-receiver to the retort, the air passes through a wet 
purifier, such as is employed in gas works, which is charged with | 
water and lime, or water and caustic potash or soda, so as to deprive 
the air of its carbonic acid gas. From the purifier, the air, on its way 
to the retort, passes through a heating apparatus, which is kept hot 
at the expense of the waste heat from the main flues. Under the! 
retort is a gasburner, fed by combustible gas and air, both driven | 
into the burner under a constant pressure controlled by suitable | 
regulators. To put this apparatus into action, the cocks which | 
admit the air and the combustible gas to the burner are opened, and | 
are lighted by a small safety-jet, kept always burning for that pur- | 
pose. When a cherry-red temperature is obtained, it is easy (the | 
inventor says), by opening and shutting the air and gas cocks of the’! 
burner, to raise and lower the temperature so as to have alternately 
a cherry-red and a dark red heat. Before commencing to operate, 
the inventor covers, with a brush, the interior surfaces of the retort 
with a coating of varnish, composed of two parts of borax, and five parts, 
by weight, of ground Stourbridge fire-clay, mixed together with water 
into a thick paste, Whilst operating with the dark red heat, the in- 
ventor opens the sluice-valve of the air-adducting main, and shuts 
the sluice-valve of the oxygen-abducting main; and which, operating 
with the cherry-red heat, he cuts off the communication between the 
retort and the air-receiver. In order to ascertain the temperature of 
the retort with all possible ease and accuracy, sight-holes, with 
moveable plugs, are provided in the brickwork, and the keys of the 
as and air cocks are pitted with graduated dials, the hands of which 
indicate the most favourable period for commanding at will the two 
temperatures which it is so important for the success of the process 
to maintain.. This condition having been obtained, the apparatus is 
ready for working. For this purpose, the lid is removed from one 
of the mouthpieces, and the retort is charged with powdered oxide 
of barium, or earth of baryta, in layers of 24 inches—namely, one 
layer on the bottom of the retort, and three layers upon as many 
shelves, these shelves being of cast iron, and perforated with as many 
z-inch holes as they can safely contain. ‘The lid of the mouthpiece | 
is then luted on again, and the retort is kept at a dark red heat. The | 
sluice-valve of the air-adducting main is now opened, so that the air | 
coming from the heating apparatus is driven, under a 45-inch pressure, | 
through the layers of baryta in the retort, The oxygen of the air is, 
in a great measure, absorbed by this earth, and the nitrogen escapes | 
through a loaded valve in the nitrogen-abducting pipe—thesluice-valve 
of the oxygen-abducting main being kept shut. In about two hours, | 
when the absorption of the oxygen has ceased (which is easily ascer- | 
tained by testing the gas escaping through the nitrogen-abducting pipe), 
thesluice-valve of theair-adducting pipeis closed, and the sluice-valve | 
of the oxygen-abducting main and the cocks of the burner are opened | 
so as to bring the retort up to a cherry-red heat, and keep it at that | 
temperature for about half an hour, until the oxygen ceases to bubble | 
through the water-dip, placed on its way to the oxygen holder. At | 
this point the heat is relowered to its former temperature—a dark red | 
—and the process described for the absorption of the oxygen is re- 
peated. As the air of the atmosphere is liable to vary in the amount | 
of moisture it contains, the inventor sometimes uses, mixed with the 
air, as it passes over or through the baryta, a portion of steam or vas | 
pour of water, which he introduces by a steam-jet. | 
The patentee claims the use of the earth baryta in the production | 
¥ oxygen for manufacturing purposes by the application of heat as | 
escribed, {! 


| 

Rosert Curistopuer Witty, of 1, Portland-place, Wandsworth- || 
road, in the county of Surrey, Esq., for ‘ Improvements in the manu- || 
Jacture of gas.” Patent dated March 7, 1853, | 

This invention consists of combining vegetable oils with vegetable 
matters, and pressing the compound into moulds to obtain blocks or || 
bricks, which, being dried, are introduced into a retort, and the gas 
is distilled therefrom. By preference, a retort divided horizontally is 
used. The blocks or bricks are introduced into a lower compartment 
of the retort, and the products pass through a perforated block or par- 
tition, formed or placed within the upper compartment of the retort, | 
the heat of which prevents any of the products passing without being 
converted into gas. ; 

The inventor states that his object is to employ cheap oils to manu- | 
facture gas, but not by applying them in the retorts when in their 
fluid stare, as has been done heretofore, when making gas from oils— 
a process which has not come into general use, from a variety 0 
causes. According to the patentee’s invention, cheap oils are absorbed 
by means of dry veg: table matters, which are mixed with the oils so 
as to reduce them to a plastic state, when they are moulded into 
blocks of the size of an ordinary brick—that being the most conve-| 
nient size for operating with. The oil and vegetable matters may be, 
mixed by an ordinary pugmill, such as is used tor pugging and mixing 
brick-earth. ‘The bricks, so composed of vegetable matter and oil, 
are well pressed, and, having been dried, they are placed, in the same 
manner as coals, in an earthenware retort (made of this material by 
preference), which is divided by a longitudinal horizontal partition, 
extensively perforated with holes. [The inventor disclaims any or- 
ginulity in this description of retort.] Gas is then obtained from 
these blocks, by the same treatment as is used with respect to coals. 
The oils and vegetable matters employed by the inventor are the 
cheapest he can procure—such as spent hops, dry peat, or dry and | 
fine sawdust. In some cases he finds it desirable to use a small quan- | 
tity of lime, in order to get more adhesion. 

The inventor claims as original the mode above described of pre-| 
paring for and distilling gas from oils combined witb vegetable 
matters, 


eWitt1am Epwarps Starrs, of Manchester, in the county of Lan-| 
caster, gentleman, for ‘* Improvements in apparatus for producing and 
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applying current electricity, parts of which apparatus are applicable for 
obtaining and treating certain chemical products resulting from electrolytic 
action.”” Patent dated March 14, 1853. 

The first improvement claimed by the patentee applies to the con- 
struction of electric lamps. The distance between the points and the 
electrodes is adjusted by means of an electro-magnetic regulator ; and 
the electro-magnet of the regulator is attached by a current of electri- 
city, which circulates through the coil of the magnet and the elec- 
trodes of the lamp, thus maintaining the electrodes at the required 
distance, and ensuring a continuous light. For the over-balance 
weight, which has hitherto been used for the purpose of elevating 
the lower electrodes, the inventor substitutes a spirit or water float; 
and in some cases he employs a friction clip instead of the ratchet 
and click which have been used in the construction of the regulator. 
The patentee also uses a cylinder of glass, with & metallic ventilating 
top plate, or ventilating glass shade, instead of the closed glass shade 
hitherto employed in electric lamps. 

His next improvement relates to the preparation of the carbon, or 
the compounds of carbon, which are used to form the electrodes of 
electric lamps, the negative plates of galvanic batteries, and other 
articles made of carbonaceous material which are used for electrical 
purposes. The method adopted by the inventor (and which he states 
|to improve very considerably the quality and increase the power of 
| these articles) is to mould them to the shape required, and, having 
| baked or dried them, to boil them in oil until the air is expelled from 
the pores, and the articles are thoroughly saturated with the oil. 
They are then baked for some twelve hours in a crucible, at a white 
heat, until the whole of the oil is converted into carbon of high con- 
ductibility. Articles made of the graphite known as gas-retort carbon 
he submits for twelve hours or more to the action of nitro-muriatic 
acid, slightly diluted. They are then boiled in an alkaline solution, 
which is changed from time to time, until the whole of the acid 
absorbed is neutralised, when the articles are ‘again washed in pure 
water, to extract all the soluble matters remaining inthem. They 
are then boiled in oil, and baked as before described. 

Another part of the invention consists of an improvement in the 
mode of effecting the connection of plates, slabs, cylinders, or any 
other articles made of carbon and used for electrical purposes, with 
metallic conductors, or pieces of metal, for the purpose of producing 
and maintaining more perfect contact between the surfaces of the 
carbon and metallic substance used. In consequence of the porous 
4|nature of the carbon, the metallic conductors, to which the negative 
plates of carbon are attached, will generally, when immersed in the 
acid in the cell of a galvanic battery, permit the acid to act upon the 
metal in contact with the carbonic acid, thus producing an oxidation 
more or less rapid, and causing the formation of a film of nonconduct- 
ing matter between the metal and the carbon. When copper, or an 
other easily oxidised metal, is used, great loss of power is occasioned. 
To remedy this inconvenience, and to maintain a more perfect contact, 
the patentee perforates the tops of the carbon plates with holes about 
one-eighth of an inch in diameter; and having slightly heated the 
carbon, so as not to chill the melted metal, he places the carbon in a 
mould, and then melts some metal in it (by preference he uses lead, 
or an alloy of lead, because it is less liable to oxidation), so as to fill 
up the perforations in the plate, and cover and enclose the carbon in 
a metallic jacket. Any deficiencies in the contact between the metal 
and the carbon may be completed by a little soldering; and the 
jackets may then be varnished or painted. (The inventor prefers 
painting them with redlead.) Double plates of carbon may then be 
‘connected together so as to form double pairs in galvanic batteries ; 
and four or more may also be used so as to form a square of carbon; 
or a number of carbon strips may be arranged in a polygonal form, 
| and be connected together by one metallic jacket, cast in the form of 
|| a ring, so as to embrace them all, 


| His next improvement is in the use of wove platinum wire-gauze 
sheets, to form the negative elements of galvanic batteries. The 
| sheets are attached to metallic conductors by casting on one edge of 
jeach of them a piece or jacket of metal. The strength which he 
generally makes these sheets of is about 30 grains to the square inch ; 
| but they can be made much finer if necessary. 

| Another part of the invention relates to the cells in galvanic bat- 
|teries, which the patentee, by preference, makes of glass, either 
|round, square, or oblong. To the bottom of the cell he attaches a 
| tube for collecting the precipitate formed by electrolytic action and 
| the elements employed. ‘These cells, when used in forming a com- 
| pound battery, are fitted loosely, side by side, into a vessel of glass or 
earthenware, to the bottom of which is cemented a stout sheet of 
| Vulcanised indiarubber. The cells are so fitted to a frame that they 
|can be raised and lowered simultaneously one or more inches, In 
| charging the cells, he raises them, and, filling the outer vessel with 
| the exciting fluid, allows it to ascend into the glass cells, until they 
are nearly full, The framework carrying the cells is then lowered, 
and the ground flat end of the tubes, pressing on the vulcanised india- 
|rubber bottom, closes the tube, and prevents any circulation of the 
[electric power except through the regular circuit. The cells are then 
|Taised, and can be discharged into any convenient receiver. 

Another improvement which the patentee claims is, the formation 
| of the positive elements of galvanic batteries by the alloying of lead 
| with antimony of zinc, tin, and other substances. 
| His last improvement is a contrivance which he calls the “ tell- 
tale,” for indicating the condition and regularity of electric lamps, by 
means of two alarums communicating with a large and a small bell, 
and connected with the lamp. This invention, combined with a dial- 
faced galvanometer showing the amount of current power, is of con- 
siderable use, as audible indications are thus given of every change 
in the circuit. When the electrodes in the lamp require automatic 
adjustment, the electro-magnet in the tell-tale rises a short distance, 
and causes the small bell to be struck once. So long, therefore, as 
this is heard at intervals, the circuit is going on well; should, how- 
ever, any change take place requiring attention, the electro-magnet 














rises still further, and causes the larger bell to be struck. When the 
circuit, from any cause, is broken altogether, both bells strike toge- 
ther, and continue ringing until attended to. This contrivance would 
appear to be of great service in electric lighthouses, and it also offers 
a convenient mode of working a fog-bell. 

The patentee claims— 

1. The application of a float for elevating the moveable electrode 
of an electric lamp; also, a friction-clip, for connecting the clectro- 
magnet of an electro-magnetic regulator with the rod passing through 
it; and also the application of a ventilating glass shade to an electric 
lamp, as described. 

2. The mode of treating and preparing carbons, or carbonaceous 
compounds, for electrical purposes, by saturating them with oily or 
fatty matters, and baking them in the manner described. 

3. The mode or modes of connecting articles made of carbon, or 
carbonaceous compounds, with metals, for the purpose of producing 
and maintaining a more perfect contact between them. 

4, The use of sheets of platinum gauze, to form the electro-negative 
elements, having metallic conductors attached thereto, as described, 

5. The construction of the cells of galvanic batteries with tubes at 
or attached to their bottoms, combined with the means whereby the 
same are charged and discharged, in the manner described. 

6. The employment of plates composed of lead, alloyed with other 
materials more positive than lead, as positive elements in galvanic 
batteries, with any suitable solution. 

7. The electric bell, or * tell-tale.” 
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LONDON GAS LIGHT COMPANY. 


HALF-YEARLY MEETING. 
The ordinary half-yearly meeting of the Shareholders of this com- 
any was held on Friday, Oct. 14, at the Freemasons’ Tavern; Mr. E. 
awkins, jun., governor, in the chair. ‘Lhe attendance of shareholders 
was numerous. 

Mr. Hinpg, the secretary, having read the notice convening the 
—— 

Mr. Cox asked the chairman whether it would not be fair that the 
circular which accompanied the notice of the meeting should also be 
read? (‘ Hear,” and “ No, no.’’) 

The Cuarran said that if any of the shareholders wished the cir- 
cular to be read, it could be read in the course of the meeting. (Hear.) 

The Cuarrman then read the following report :— 

** Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and half-yearly account, 
showing the result of the manufacture and distribution of the company’s 
gas up to the 30th day of June last. A statement of the profit and loss 
for the past half-year is annexed to this report. It will be seen by the 
statement of the dividend fund, that a sum of £6577. 3s. 5d. is applicable 
to dividend. £3718. 2s. will be appropriated to the payment of the dividend 
on the first preference shares of 1849, due to-morrow, leaving a balance of 
£2859. 1s. 5d. to the credit of the dividend fund. 

“In accordance with a wish generally expressed by the shareholders, 
the accounts, which have hi:herto been much subdivided, have been sim- 
plified by the omission of numerous details. ‘The profit of the half-year 
ending at Midsummer has for some years been considerably less than that 
of the half-year ending at the previous Christmas; but it is to be observed 
that the profit shown below, though less by £1702. 5s. 3d. than that of the 
half-year ending at Christmas, is greater by £1686. 3s. 6d. than that of the 
corresponding half of last year; making the total net profit of the year, 
£17,714. 12s. 74., against £14,630. 4s. 3d , which was the profit of the pre- 
vious year. The gross profit was £22,222 18s.1ld., from which sum 
£4508. 6s. 4d. has been written off ‘ to cover such depreciation and decay 
as are not met by the sums expended in repairs.” The company is, there- 
fore, steadilyeprogressing, though heavy loss has been sustained in the 
past half-year, partly from the termination of a portion of our contract for 
coals early in May, and the then state of the coal market rendering neces- 
sary the purchase of coals at higher rates, and partly from a far more 
serious evil in the want of sufficient gasholders. 

‘In their report to the last half-yearly meeting, the directors pointed 
out the important results which might be obteined by the works being 
* adapted to one of the modern improved systems of manufacture, and by 
providing sufficient gasholders for storage’ Though fully prepared to do 
so, and deeply impressed with the injury the company was sustaining from 
loss of time, they did not feel justified in undertaking alterations of such | 
magnitude befvre the fate of Mr. Croll’s proposition should have been 
determined by the meeting. At that meeting a committee of shareholders 
was appointed to confer with the directors, among other matters, on the 
proposed improvements; and at the first conference, the whole scheme, | 
which had been ably prepared by Mr. Michiels, was submitted to the com- 
mittee; and such parts of it as would not admit of delay, received their 
entire sanction, Without loss of time, contracts were obtained for such 
of the various proposed works as it might still be possible to complete 
before the coming winter ; drawings and specifications for them having been 
prepared in the interval. ‘The principal works proposed consisted of :— 

“1, The adapting of half of one of the retort-houses for the reception of 
clay retorts, sufficient to carbonise daily nearly one hundred tons of coal. 
In this the progress has been retarded. The beds are ready for the 
reception of the clay retorts, but few of them are yet arrived; though the 
lime is passed at which the manufacturers had undertaken to deliver them, 
and no efforts have been wanting to urge them forward. 

‘© 2. The erection of an exhauster. This is in a forward state. 

“3, The placing of 4 station meter. This also is in a forward state. 

“4. The increasing the capacity of two gasholders, so as to contain 
about 300,000 feet each. It was not considered safe to commence dis- 
mantling the second gasholder until the progress made with the first would 
justify it. Such progress has not been made, and it is greatly feared that 
little advantage will be derived from this source during the current half- 
year. These gasholders were all which could be undertaken during the past 
summer; but, even if they had been completed as intended, our storage- 
room would have been ut:erly inadequate to the exigencies of the company 
—exigencies which, till supplied, must occasion an annual loss of several 
thousand pounds, It is, therefore, imperative that one large gasholder at 
least be erected during the next summer. 

“5, Great increase of mains to meet the increasing demand. The most 
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important of these consist of the continuation of the 24-inch main from 
Millbank-street to Charing-cross; and in laying 16 and 12 inch mains for 
supplying the Regent’s-park, and Camden and Kentish Towns. The 24- 
inch main is now nearly complete, and satisfactory progress is being made 
with the others. 

“« In face of the above-mentioned delay in completing the gasholder and 
the retort settings, it would only occasion disappointment to the share- 
holders is they were led to look forward to any advantage during the 
current half-year, from alterations and extensions which in all probability 
will not commence to be felt until after Christmas; at the same time they 
must be prepared for the effect of the rise which has taken place in the 

rice of coal, iron, and labour; but against which may be placed the 
increased price obtained for coke, and the great extension of the company’s 
business. 
__ ‘‘ Meantime the company must prepare to meet the expense of the works 
in progress and in contemplation. It was expressly with reference to the 
necessity of increasing the working capital, that the power of borrowing 
& sum not exceeding £50,000 was reserved in our act. Thesanction of the 
shareholders was immediately obtained for borrowing ‘£25,000 under the 
power. About that sum has been already expended, and it is intended to 
| submit to this meeting a resolution ‘That this meeting order the further 
sum of £25,000 to be borrowed on the corporate bonds of the company.’ 

















| _ The Cuarrman then moved the adoption of the report and balance 


| sheet. 

Mr. Cox: I shall move, as an amendment, that the report and 
; balance sheet, now read, be printed and circulated amongst the 
‘shareholders of the company, (Hear, hear.) 

| The Caarrman: That will be done, 

| Mr. Cox: Oh, then, I withdraw my amendment. 


| shares created in 1845; and he thought that, before they paid the 


to pay to them until they were paid up in full in 1848, when they 
were placed on the same footing ag the rest of the stock of the com- 
pany. (Hear, hear.) 


said that a legal difficulty had just been started, which had not been 
| previously considered by Mr. Maynard. He thought, therefore, that 
| it would be better to adopt the report, with the exception of the para- 


| they could defer their decision on that question until the directors 
|had obtained legal advice. He might mention that the feeling of the 


‘directors had always been that it was extremely desirable that the 


{as a debt to the shareholders. The Chairman added, in reply toa 
| shareholder, that the amount due on the shares of the year 1845 was 
| £2986. 14s, 2d., and the amount of dividend proposed to be paid on 
the blue preference shares was aout £1450. 

Mr. Cox said he believed that they would find another serious legal 
| difficulty. He should be very sorry to throw any obstacle in the way 
|of paying interest on the blue shares, but it must be done legally. 
| Now, it was an acknowledged fact that the first preference share- 
‘holders had been always paid—not, according to act of Parliament, 
' out of profits actually made, but out of anticipated profits. (‘* Hear,” 
and **No.’’) Mr. Bratt was quite aware that that was the case. 

Mr. Bratt admitted that the correct and legal principle—and the 
principle which he had always maintained—was, that dividends 
should be paid only out of ascertained profits. (Hear.) Now, he 
believed that the dividend proposed to be paid on the preference 
shares was clearly out of the ascertained profits of the company. 
(Hear.) There could surely be no objection to go so far with the 
report of the directors as to receive it, and order the dividend, due 
to-morrow on the first preference shares, to be paid. He thought 
that such a course would be only common justice and fairness. (Hear, 
hear.) With reference to the suspended or blue preference shares, 





Mr. Pearson said that he was the holder of £1000 worth of the | 


|graph relating to the dividend on the blue preference shares; and | 
| shareholders to issue the shares, they were bound to pay the dividend | 


| possible, and they had been always stated, therefore, in their books | 
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| dividend on the blue preference shares, the holders of the other shares | 
were certainly entitled to the interest which the company undertook | 


The CuarrMan (after a conference with Mr. Maynard, the solicitor) | 


'sums due on the shares created in 1845 should be paid as soon as | 








‘“‘ The obtaining a separate district for the operations of the company 
has always been considered by the directors as an object of the utmost im- 
portance, and more than any other likely to conduce to its well-being. 
This object has at last been effected. By an arrangement with the other 
companies in Surrey a district has been secured to this company imme- 
diately surrounding its works, and extending from Westminster-bridge- 
road as far as and including Battersea; thus comprising a district daily 
increasing, and which, on the completion of the new bridge, will become 
one of the most important in the neighbourhood of the metropolis. 

“« The circumstances attending the election of Mr. Bratt and Mr. Christie 
to fill the vacancies in the direction occasioned by the resignation of our 
late valued governor, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Prinsep, are known to the 
shareholders by the circular lately issued. 

“ At a special general meeting, held on the 15th of last month, Mr. 
Hawkins was elected governor in the room of Mr. Hall; thus leaving 
vacant the office of deputy-governor, which, under the provisions of our | 
act, is to be filled at this meeting by the election of one of the directors to | 
that office. 

“ A vacancy among the anditors has been occasioned by the election of | 
Mr. Bratt to be a director. This vacancy is to be supplied at this meeting.” | 





The Secretary read the balance sheet :— | 
| 














Ricnarp Deetey, Mites Miey, Jun., Auditors. 


the proprietors have it in their power to defer their decision on that 
question until the directors obtain legal advice, and, if it were found | 
that the holders of those shares were entitled to their dividend, he 
thought the company ought not on any account to delay its pay- | 
ment, (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Cox: But you have repeatedly declared that they are entitled 
to it. 

Mr. Bratt: I stated that I considered that the first preference ! 
shares, due to-morrow, are entitled to the first payment out of ascer- | 
tained profits. 

Mr. Cox: And they have hitherto been paid out of anticipated 

rofits. 
, Mr. Bratt: It is no such thing. The balance sheet shows very 
clearly that the dividend is straightforward and legal, and that it is 
paid out of the actually earned profits of the concern, (Hear.) 

Mr. Maynarp, the solicitor, explained that the dividend of six per 
cent., due on the following day on the first preference shares, did not 
require the sanction of the shareholders at all. The act of Parliament 
was obligatory on the directors; and, if they were authorised by the 


| 


without reference to the shareholders at all. It must certainly be 
paid out of profits, and not out of capital; but whether it was paid | 
out of the last year’s profits or the current year’s profits, was of no} 
consequence, No question at all could, therefore, arise on the pro- | 
posal in the report to pay the dividend due on these first preference 
shares. Now, as to the other question, with reference to the interest | 
due on the shares of 1845, there was necessarily great difficulty in | 
coming to a decision on the matter. As he understood the question, | 
it stood thus:—In 1845—long before he had the satisfaction of being 
connected with the company—certain shares were created, in their | 
character the same as the original shares, and to rank with the ordi- } 
nary stock of the company; but it was arranged, on their creation, | 
that, inasmuch as the money was to be paid by instalments, they 
ought not to be entitled to any dividend until the whole amount was | 
paid up; but that, in the interval, interest should be allowed on their | 
instalments. Now, whether the interest was to be considered in the | 
nature of a debt due by the company, or to be paid, like the dividends, 
out of the profits, was a question well worthy of consideration, It was 
a question whether interest to be paid to shareholders on instalments 
was of the same nature, and stood on the same footing, as the divi- 
dends on shares paid up in full, It certainly did not strike him that 
a party was in any better position as regarded his instalments than he | 
would be when the total amount was paid up. It did not appear to 
him that, in principle, there could be any distinction between the two ; 
for the instalments were not a loan to the company, they were a debt | 
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to the company. (Hear, hear.) The company said :—* Instead of 
paying in the full amount, we will allow you to payit by instalments ; 
in the mean time you will not have a dividend, but we will pay you 
interest on your instalments.’’ He could not consider, however, that 
this created a debt to the party. He paid his shares only in instal- 
ments, and what he received appeared to be precisely of the same 
character as what he would receive when he had paid up the whole 
of the amount of his share. It was quite clear, however, that the 
directors, at the time of the creation of these shares, took a different 
view of their nature—(hear, hear)—and he would not undertake, now, 
without consideration, to say that their view was not a correct one. 
The directors had considered the interest in the nature of a debt, and 
not of a dividend; for it appeared that, in December, 1847, a circular 
was sent to the shareholders, which ran thus :—‘“ That, in conformity 
with the general opinion of the shareholders on the necessity and the 
lexpediency of reducing the amount of the borrowed capital,’’ &c. 
Now, the ** borrowed capital’’ would not include the amount of the 
instalments on these shares, The circular then gave an extract from 
the minutes of a meeting of the directors, which was to the effect that 
/the directors—on due consideration of the amount of money borrowed, 
|and the large portion of such money become due and payable in the 
jensuing year, and the difficulty which existed in borrowing money on 
the best security, and the loss that must ensue from borrowing more 
than is actually necessary—had, with a view of placing the company 
on a sounder basis, resolved that no dividend should be paid on any 
of the ordinary shares, and that the dividend on the preference shares 
||should be suspended until the debts of the company were reduced to 

£50,000. Now, if they had stopped there, he should have said that 
it was clear that they were acting legally in reducing their obligations 
below the legalised amount. There was, however, appended to this 
the following note :—*‘ The above resolution will not affect the shares 
created on Dec. 27, 1845, until after July 15, 1848,” the meaning 
of this being that in 1848 the whole of the instalments on the shares 
of 1845 ought to be paid up; and they would then, of course, become 
part of the ordinary stock on which a dividend could be paid out of 
the profits, and not in the nature of a debt on which interest was paid. 
Now, the question was, whether that note or comment at the bottom 
of the circular was the legal effect of the resolution it accompanied. 
He confessed that it struck him at the moment that the interest paid 
to shareholders in lieu of dividend, and only in lieu of dividend, be- 
cause they had not paid up the full amount of their shares, was not to 
be considered as interest on a debt contracted by the company, but 
would stand on the same footing as a dividend would be on the whole 
of the paid-up shares. (Hear.) It was quite clear that, if he were 
right in this opinion, they had been misled by the note appended to the 
resolution of December, 1847. 

A SHarenouper : If interest was allowed on the prepayment, then 
it was clearly a debt. (Hear, hear.) 

The Cuarrman said, that this explanation having taken place, and 
as there was no question at the present moment before the meeting, 
he should ask their indulgence while he consulted with Mr. Maynard 
as to the course which ought to be adopted with reference to the 
report. 

Mr. Maynanrp suggested an amendment of the report. 

. The Cuarrman said, as the report had not been printed, it could, of 
course, be amended. It stated that the profits left, after paying a 
dividend on the first preference shares, asum of £2859. 1s 5d., “out of 
which,” it continued, “ the directors recommended that 15s. per share 
be paid on account of the suspended preference shares, commonly 
known as ‘ blue’ preference shares, leaving a balance of £1413. 1s. 5d. 
to the credit of the dividend account,” This portion of the para- 
graph he proposed should be omitted, so that the sum which would be 
carried to the credit of the dividend account would be the original 
sum named, viz., £2859. 1s. 5d. The consideration of the payment of 
the 15s. on the blue shares could then be deferred until an opinion 
had been taken as to the legality of such a course. The Chairman 
then moved the adoption of the report as amended, and of the 
accounts as read. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion, which was carried nem. con. 

A SHAREHOLDER asked whether he was to understand now that 
they had postponed the 15s, until their next half-yearly meeting? He 
would suggest that it would be more satisfactory if they were to 
come to a resolution enabling the directors to declare the dividend, if 
they were satisfied, on taking advice, that such a course would be 
legal, (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Maywnarp said, that there would be a difficulty in adopting the 
course proposed by the honourable proprietor, inasmuch as it was 
clear that there was a conflicting interest between the holders of the 
1845 shares, who were expecting the arrears of their interest, and the 
holders of the blue shares, who conceived themselves entitled to their 
dividend ; for, if the interest were paid on the 1845 shares, the holders 
of the blues would have to wait for their dividend until some other 
money became available for the purpose. He thought it would be 
More satisfactory, as the opinion given must be adverse to one purty 
or the other, that an opportunity should be given to all parties to 
hear the opinion when obtained; and also—as much depended upon 
the manner in which the “case” was drawn up—to hear the case 
presented to the counsel, before the advice was acted upon. Nocom- 
plaint could then be made by either party, and the decision, whatever 
it might be, could be carried into effect immediately. (Hear.) There 
was another mode which might be adopted. They could adjourn this 
meeting for a short time, and in the interval the directors could 
Satisfy themselves as to the legality of their recommendation, (Hear, 
hear.) He was afraid that it might expose the directors to some 
animadversion if they were merely to take an opinion and act upon it, 
Without first consulting the shareholders, and taking the opinion of 
those more immediately concerned in the matter. Instead of ad- 
journing this meeting, they might call a meeting for the purpose of 
considering this question, because the payment of arrears did not, in 











t, require any resolution of a particular meeting; but it was a 


p lawyers of the day. (Hear, hear.) 


matter of right, supposing the right to be established. If the claim 
of the holders of the shares of 1845 had not been raised, there could 
not have been any question about the payment of the 15s. on the blue 
preference shares; and there was nothing to have prevented the 
directors from making the payment without any vote at all. Their 
object, however, in bringing the matter before the shareholders was, 
that nothing should be done without their full knowledge and sanc- 
tion, It was not necessary for them to wait six months for the settle- 
ment of this question: they could either adjourn the present meeting, 
or they could hold a special meeting for the purpose. 

A SHAREHOLDER strongly condemned the practice of taking 
counsel’s opinion in these matters, (Hear, hear.) He knew a com- 
pany that had taken the opinion of sixteen different counsel, and 
eight had advised them one way, and eight the other. (Laughter.) 
He had never yet found a favourable result from taking legal advice, 
and he disliked it exceedingly. He thought that, if the whole of the 
matter was carefully weighed and considered by the directors and the 
solicitor of the company, their decision was much more likely to be 
equitable and satisfactory than any they could obtain from the best 


Mr. Pearson said that, as far as he was concerned, he would much 
rather that it were left in the hands of the directors and their 
solicitor. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. My te asked whether the note appended to the resolution of 
the board, contained in the circular of December, 1847, was merely a 
remark ? 

The Cuarrman: That is all, 

Mr. Maynarp said that it was quite clear that something called an 
interest has to be paid on instalments. The question was, whether 
that constituted a debt, in which case it would take priority of a 
dividend ; or whether it was, in fact, something in substitution of a 
dividend, but only not called a dividend, because the whole amount 
was not paid up. If the latter were the case, then the blue stock 
would take the precedence. It might be considered that he (Mr. 
Maynard) had already given his opinion on the matter, but his mind 
was really free on the subject, because what he had said was really 
off-hand; and if the matter were to be left to the directors, assisted 
by him, all he could say was, that he would do the best he could to 
arrive at an unbiased and equitable decision. 

A SHAREHOLDER said that justice ought to be done on both sides; 
and he thought that those who had paid their shares fully up were 
quite as much entitled to interest as those who had paid only instal- 
ments. He thought also that the directors ought to cancel all those 
shares on which the instalments had not been paid up. (Hear, hear.) 

The CuarrMan said that the directors would do what, after con- 
sideration, should + ppear best. 

Mr. Lewis: What is the amount of dividend due on the suspended 
or blue preference shares ? 

The Cuatnrman: About £35,000. 

Mr, Lewis: On the blue and red together > 

The Cuarrman: No, on the blue. The amount due on the blue 
and red together is about £50,000. 

Mr. Mixey then moved the following resolution :— 

“The question of the right of the holders of the shares created in 
1845 to be paid interest at five per cent., in priority of the arrears of 
dividend due to the holders of the preference shares of 1840, having been 
brought under the consideration of the meeting, it be resolved that it be 
referred to the board of directors, under the advice of the company’s 
solicitor, to determine finally the right of priority; and that they be re- 
quested to act forthwith upon such determination.” 

The resolution, having been seconded by a SHAREHOLDER, was 
carried unanimously. 

The CuatrMan said that the next business related to the borrowing 
of the additional £25,000 under the powers given by their act. The 
necessity for borrowing this sum had been so fully shown in the 
report that he need only move :— 

“That this meeting order a further sum of £25,000 to be borrowed 
upon the corporate bonds of the company.” 


Mr. Ruopes: What for? (Hear, hear.) 

The CuairMan said that it was the strong opinion of the last 
meeting that it would be false economy not to place the works in the 
best possible position in order to meet the requirements of the con- 
sumption. Considerable extensions, which had been detailed in the | 
report, had been consequently undertaken, and it would be necessary | 
also to erect a new gasholder next year. It was estimated that these 
works would be on a scale sufficient to meet the probable increase in 
their business for the next ten years. He did not mean to say that 
nothing else would be required to be done during that period; but 
that, when their retort-houses had heen adapted to the new manu- 
facture, they would be sufficient to provide for the whole consumption 
of the company during the next ten years; and that the enlargement | 
of the present gasholder, alluded to in the report, together with the | 
new ones proposed to be commenced, would, with one or two in addi- 
tion, to be erected as required, be sufficient storage room for the same 
period. All other expenses on that score would be very trifling. 
They had calculated on their consumption being increased to 4,000,000 
a day, and on that basis they had estimated the extent of their 
alterations. 

A SHarenoLtper: At what rate of interest do you intend to borrow 
this £25,000? 

The CuatrmMan: We have raised money as low as four per cent. 

SHAREHOLDER: You can’t now. (Hear, hear,) 

Mr. Lewis: Have you not power to borrow the remainder of this 
£50,000 without coming to us ? 

‘The Cuarrman: Certainly not. 

A SHakEHOLDER: Money is very dear now, and you can’t want any 
for six months at least. 

The Cuarmman: Oh, yes, indeed we shall. We must have a new 
gasholder, and pay for those at present being enlarged. 











SHAREHOLDER: How much will they hold then 
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The Cuarrman: When enlarged, about 300,000 feet each. They 
will cost £5400. 

SHAREHOLDER: That’s a large sum of money. It’s throwing it 
away. 

The Cuairman: It is a large sum, but it is necessary. 

SHAREHOLDER: I don’t see it. he Commercial Company are now 
putting up one that will hold upwards of 600,000 feet for only £5000. 

The Cuarrman: That must be a mistake. 

A SHareEHOLpeER said he should second the motion, as he wished to 
put a question or two on this tender subject. He wished to be satis- 
fied as to the necessity for borrowing this money, and also as to its 
oad expenditure. (Hear, hear.) In the first place, he wished to 

now whether the system of producing gas by ovens had proved suc- 
cessful, and whether the directors intended to expend any more money 
in the extension of that plan? He wished also to be informed whether 
everything which was considered necessary to put their works into 
an efficient condition would he covered by the sum of £25,000? It 
was very important, he thought, that they should be satistied on 
these points before they came to any vote on the question before 
them. (Hear, hear.) 

The CuarrmaNn replied, with regard to the oven system, that they 
had at present 24 ovens in operation; but it had always been a vexed 
question whether they were profitable or not. He knew that when 
compared with working in iron retorts the ovens were decidedly more 
profitable; but no one would be more delighted than himself to tind 
that the clay retorts which they were about to adopt would prove 
| much more profitable than the ovens. (Hear.) At present, however, 
| they had no intention whatever either of discontinuing or of extending 
| their ovens. They found a very ready szle for the coke produced by the 
|ovens ; and they had on the board Mr. Bratt and Mr. Christie, who 
| were also directors of the Commercia) Company—than which no gas 
|compary had been more successful—and as they came in prejudiced 
| rather in favour of the clay retorts, which were used by the Commercial 

Company, it was not likely that the ovens would be retained any longer 
than conduced to the advantage of this concern. (Hear, hear.) Mr. 
| Bratt and Mr. Christie were gentlemen of considerat le experience in 

gas matters, and their opinion was received with very great deference 
| by their co-directors. The report mentioned that a station-meter was 
being erected, and, when completed, the directors would then be able 
to decide the question as to the comparative advantages of the oven 
| and clay retort methods of manufacturing gas. Hitherto, they had had 
no accurate check on the quantity of the gas producedin the ovens; but, 
| when this station-meter was erected, the whole of the contents of the 
| ovens would pass into it, and they would be enabled to ascertain the 
| precise quantity produced. The second station-meter would apply to 
the retorts, and, the two results being compared, the question as to 
| the merits of the two systems would be easily solved. (Hear, hear.) 
|The second question put by the seconder of the motion before the 
|meeting was, whether the £25,000 now asked for would cover the 
;expense of the whole of the extensions? He (the Chairman) had 
|some difficulty in answering that question. It would certainly cover 
|considerably more than what are in progress at present; but he had 
said that in the course of the next ten years they should have to 
| erect additional gasholders and lay down some more mains. What- 
ever expenditure, however, became necessary to cover any future 
|extensions or alterations, it must be paid out of their depreciation 
fund—that was to say, written off from the profits of the company. 


The SeconpEr: So far, then, you are justified in the money you 
have laid out on the ovens. I trust that you may not be deceived as 
to the sufficiency of the £25,000, and that the contingencies you speak 
| of will not require much in addition. 

Mr. Mirzy: You are sustaining inconvenience now, I believe, by 
not having sufficient room to store your gas? 

The CuarrnMan: I believe that £5000 a year would not cover our 
loss for want of additional gasholder room. 

Mr. Cox: As the motion has been put and seconded, I must say 
that I was perfectly astounded at this unexpected application for 
more money. It is really abominable. (Oh!) When I think of the 
wanton extravagance of the directors, I can’t help feeling surprised 
at the application which they have a made. In the Times, a short 
time ago, the question was put, ‘‘ When will shareholders begin to 
look and judge for themselves?’’ (Very true!) In fact, unless you 
do that, your company, which is now on the verge of bankruptcy— 
(**Oh!” and laughter)—will be entirely ruined. (‘‘ Hear!" and in- 
terruption.) I had not the slightest idea that you would ever have 
come upon the company again for £25,000. (‘* Hear,” and loud 
expressions of disapprobation. ) 

A SHAREHOLDER: Allow me to say one word. (Order.) 

Mr. Cox: No, sir, I know what I am going tosay myself. I under- 
stand all about it. (Laughter.) I would call the attention of the 
shareholders to one of their meetings a couple of months ago. The 
directors then took a great deal of credit to themselves for what they 
had done, so I asked their principal clerk or accountant what sum 
had been expended out of the £25,000 they borrowed on the 5th of 
March, 1853? He said, ‘* £8000 or £9060,.”" I asked him what it was 
borrowed at? He said, * At 44 and 5 per cent.”” Now, gentlemen, 
are you surprised that I should teel thoroughly astounded and petrified 
—(laughter)—when I hear that £15,000 and upwards, in odd num- 
bers, has been actually expended within the last two months? (Hear.) 
Gentlemen, if you don’t open your eyes now, never expect to realise 
a fair and legitimate dividend. (‘*Oh, oh,” “ Hear,” and laughter.) 
It is really scandalous. (Hear.) I can’t make use of any n.ilder terms 
when I think of such abominable duplicity. (Oh!) I hold in my 
hand a lot of papers—for when I come to these meetings I am ubliged 
to bring everything with me—and I find, and you will all remember 
it, that Mr. Hall, in advising us to obtain the power to borrow this 
£50,000, told us, ‘* Not to say that we shall ever spend it; only that 
we may have the power.’’ (A laugh.) 

The Cuarnman: I must call upon you, Mr. Cox, not to put into 
Mr. Hall’s mouth words that he never uttered, (Cheers.) 














Mr. Cox: Isayhe did. (Oh!) Now, the chairman has not told, 
you a word about the act of Parliament requiring the sanction of || 
three-fifths. { 

The Cuareman: It is not the case. 

Mr. Cox: But I tell you that Mr. Hall said so—(loud cries of, 
“ Oh!’’)—I will take my oath of it. (Laughter and uproar.) Now, 
I hold in my hand, here, information which I have received within , 
the last two or three days, of the misdoings of the company. The 
wasteful cxpenditure of your money is really awful. (‘* Hear,” and 
disapprobation.) Everybody is getting rich but the shareholders, 
(Oh!) The waste and wilful extravagance going on at these works 
are beyond imagination. Some time ago, the directors were kind 
enough to send circulars, at our expense, stating that two gentlemen 
had come into the company who knew nothing whatever about gas, 
Now, I say I know more about gas than your directors, or anybody 
in the room, (Interruption.) Here is £15,000 spent on these works 
within the last two months, and no one knows how. I mean to say 
that the shareholders ought to have an account of how that money 
has been epent. 

A SuareHoupeR: Well, then, why don’t you ask them how they 
have spent it? (Cheers.) 

Mr. Cox: Well, you ask them. They won't tell me! (Oh!) 
The Cuarrman: Perhaps it would be putting your question rightly 
if you asked whether we spent it at all? \| 
Mr. Cox: We ought, I say, to have an account of how this £15,000 

has been spent. (Uproar.) 

Mr, Mizey: I rise to order. If Mr. Cox will be pleased to confine 
himself to facts, I have no doubt he will be heard quietly and 
patiently; but, if he has occasion to bring any charges against the . 
directors, he ought to state them distinctly, anc not make vague and || 
general accusations, (Cheers.) Let him state facts, (Cheers.) 

Mr. Cox: I am stating facts; I am stating a fact that the accountant 
told us, that only £8000 or £9000 of the last £25,000 you borrowed 
in March, was expended two months ago; so that you have spent the, 
other £15,000 in that two months. | 

A SHAREHOLDER: Now, ask the chairman, and he will tell you | 
how the £15,000 has been spent. (Cheers.) 1 

Mr. Cox: You ask him. i 

SHAREHOLDER: I have not accused him of anything. (Cheers.) |, 

Mr. Cox: Ah! but he won’t tell you anything about it. (Uproar.). | 
Mr. Hawkins has taken a great deal of credit to himself for the, 
arrangements he has made for us with the other companies, Now, 
what advantage is itto us? They have conceded some of the largest | 
and most important districts to the Phoenix and South Metropolitan, || 
and have got nothing like them in return. (Hear.) || 

A SHaReHOLpER: Well, that is Mr. Croll’s doing. (Cheers.) 1} 

Mr. Cox: There’s the Surrey Theatre, the lighting of which is 
£300 a year; and the New-cut, which is full of butchers and bakers, 
and the best consumers; and the Waterloo-road; and the South- || 
Western Railway station, which is £1200 a year alone: these are all) 
given up, and what have you got in return? (Hear.) i 

The Cuatrman: I will put an end to Mr, Cox’s anxiety on this 
subject. We have given up a rental of about £1000 a year, and we 
have received for it, in return, a large and populous district, in which | 
there is no competition whatever—(hear, hear)—and which is situated |; 
exactly round our works, extending trom the Westminster-bridge-road | 
to Battersea, both inclusive, and including the whole of the improve- || 
ments about to be made in Battersea. Ilook upon that as a most pro- || 
fitable district, and the very thing which we have always considered | 
as the most advantageous to the interests of the company. (Hear.) | 


Mr. Cox: You say you have only given up £1000! Well, I cannot | 
contradict you. (A laugh.) | 

The Cuarrman: A word further. There are a great many mains | 
in the district we are to take, and as an equivalent for these we give || 
about £1000; so that we give up £1000 in rental and £1000 in money. ; 

Mr. Cox: Well, I can only say that the account I have in my hand | 
says about £5000 more. (Oh, oh!) 

A SHAREHOLDER: Where did you get your “account” from? 
(Cheers. ) 

Mr. Cox: What’s that to you, sir? (Laughter.) 

A Voice: A private correspondent, I suppose. (Loud laughter.) 

Mr. Cox: The paper I hold in my hand shows that the Pheenix has 
got the lion’s share, the South Metropolitan the next, and your com- 
pany is at the fag-end; so that, instead of your receiving any benefit 
at all by this arrangement, I contend that it is a great-loss and disad- 
vantage to you. NowI come to something of a more personal nature 
—(Oh!)—and I think you will all allow that I have a right to com- 
plain, for I think that I am one of the parties alluded to in this 
circular. A more abominable circular than this one—filled with the 
grossest falsehood—was never sent out by any body of men. I have 
a right, I think, to demand who are the parties who have joined in it. 
They say that the new directors have joined in it. If they have, I 
will have to tell tales out of school. Now, Mr. Christie, do you ap- 
prove of it? 

Mr. Cunristie: I did approve of it, 

Mr. Cox: Mr. Bratt, did you? ’ 

Mr. Bratt: I cannot say, without I see it; let me look at it. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. Cox: No, no, I shan’t part with it; it is asserted here by Mr. 
Hawkins that you did. : 

The Cuarrman: I am not in the habit of belying any assertions 
that Imake, If I stated that Mr. Bratt approved of it, then he did; 
but I never stated any such thing. (‘‘ Hear,” and **Oh!”’) 

Mr. Cox: It is stated so here, in this circular, r 

The Cuarrman: Then I may state that he did give his sanction to 
it. (‘* Oh!’ and cheers.) 

Mr. Cox: Here is the circular, [Mr. Cox then proceeded to read 
the circular, which was published in our last number, and which was 
sent by the directors to each of the shareholders, with the notice of 
the half-yearly meeting. ] 
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Mr. Lewis rose to order, submitting that it was not right to take up 
the time of so many gentlemen in reading a circular which they had 
already received. (Cheers.) 

The CuairMaNn said that he must put the question whether the 
meeting would allow Mr.Cox to proceed; and he (the Chairman) 
might say that it was not the first time that a similar question had 
had to be put, with reference to Mr. Cox, in other places. 

Mr. Cox: I am not a shareholder in any other company. 

The Cuarrman: The circular has nothing to do with the question 
before the meeting. If you will be good enough to speak to the 
question, the meeting will listen to you. ’ 
Mr. Cox: I am speaking to the question. I am just showing that 
the directors have wastefully and extravagantly been spending our 
money, and that the shareholders will, therefore, be acting very un- 
wisely if they give them the opportunity of squandering any more. 
Now, as to what this circular says, I pledge my word that I never, as 
Iam a living man—I speak in the most solemn manner—had any 
connection with the newly established paper, nor do I know the 
editor of it, nor am i in any way whatever connected with him. ‘lhe 
day after the last meeting I went to Jersey with my family, and I 
have not had any communication since then with a single shareholder, 





except Mr, Pidgeon. ‘To accuse me, therefore, of establishing and 
carrying on this paper isacalumny; but that paper has done so much 
good, ana I believe that it is——(Interruption.) 

The Cuarrman: The question before the meeting is, that it has been 
moved and seconded that a further sum of £25,000 be borrowed upon 
the corporate bonds of the company. If any shareholder wishes to 
ask any question, as to how the money previously obtained has been 
spent, or any other question, I am ready to answer him to the best of 
my ability. (Hear.) 

A SHAREHOLDER asked whether the directors would resign if the 
vote went against them. (‘*Oh,oh!”’ and a laugh.) 

Mr. Curistiz said that that was hardly a fair question. It must be 
the interest of every one who had a stake in the company, whether he 
was a shareholder or a director, to bring the concern into such a con- 
dition of prosperity as to produce general satisfaction. (Hear.) He 
could undertake to say, from the many years’ experience which he 
had had in gas companies, that it was decidedly essential that this 
money should be borrowed, in order that they might enlarge their 
works so as to meet the requirements of the consumption, There was 
not a gas company in the country at present that was not making very 
considerable extensions, for gas had of late been applied to many uses 
never contemplated when it was introduced for illumination only. 
It was necessary, therefore, if they wished to bring their concern into 
an efficient condition, that their pipes and gasholders should be en- 
larged. ‘They had heard that the loss sustained from the want of 
sufficient storage room was nearly £5000 a year; and surely, for the 
sake of this alone, it was well worth their while to spend the sum now 
asked for. (Hear.) He was sure that their directors were anxious to 
do everything in their power to promote the interests of the share- 
holders, (Hear.) He had been a shareholder in their company for 
many years, and he had regretted to see that their concern had been 
managed on such false principles; but he assured them that they were 
now getting into a sound and wholesome condition, and that they 
had every prospect of success. Mr. Cox had said that his knowledge 
of gas and gas affairs was as much as that of the whole board together. 
He (Mr. Christie) was sure that Mr. Cox was very anxious to do ser- 
vice to the shareholders generally, but he was mistaken. The best 
way for him to do a service to the shareholders was to assist the 
directors in their honest and earnest attention to benefit the concern ; 
but if the directors were to be diverted from their business by irre- 
levant matters, it could not be expected that they could devote all 
their time for the service of those who refused them their confidence 
and co-operation. If the shareholders had not confidence in their 
directors, then let them turn the whole of them out—(cheers)—and 
he (Mr. Christie), for one, would very willingly give place to a better 
man. The directors were only desirous of acting in an honest, fair, 
and independent way towards the shareholders, and all they asked 
in return for the sacrifice of their time was the co-operation and con- 
fidence of those for whose interest they were acting. (Cheers.) The 
company was improving year by year, and, if they had only a little 
patience, they would see an immense difference in the aspect of their 
affairs, which would be the cause of general satisfaction. Now, with 
regard to the question raised by Mr. Cox as to the expenditure of 
£15,000 in two months, it was quite possible that only £8000 or £9000 
had been actually disbursed two months before, but then the works 
were undertaken, the debts were incurred, though not paid, because 
the works were not completed; and it was easy, therefore, to imagine 
how £14,000 could be expended in two months without any dis- 
crepancy or extravagance. (Cheers.) He (Mr. Christie) hoped that 
a kindly feeling would prevail among them all, and that they would 
work together in a friendiy way, all animated by a common desire to 
mag aed the same object—the prosperity of their concern, (Cheers.) 

t. Cox, he was sure, meant well, but he made a great mistake if he 
thought he could promote the goud of the company in creating 
disturbances and dissensions. (Cheers. ) 

SHAREHOLDER asked whether, supposing they should decide that 
the holders of 1845 shares were entitled to priority in the payment of 
the interest due to them, the surplus left atter such payment would 
be forthwith divided among the holders of the blue shares ? 

The Cuarrman replied that in euch ease the surplus would not be 
sufficient to divide among the blues, The balance was about £3000, 
and the amount due to the shareholders of 1845 would be about the 
same sum, so that one would about meet the other. 

Mr. Mixzy appealed to the shareholders whether the affairs of the 
company were not in an infinitely better condition now than they 
Were some years ago. (Hear.) Were they paying dividends out of 
capital ? No ; they were paying now out of realised profits. (A laugh.) 

heir concern was conducted in a business-like manner, and he 








directly contradicted, therefore, the assertion of Mr. Cox that the com- 








pany was in a state of bankruptcy. It was, on the contrary, in a 
state of growing and increasing prosperity, and they would be still 
more so if the general body of the shareholders would only support 
the directors. (Hear.) As to what had been said about the borrowing 
powers, he should like to know whether any public body would apply 
for a borrowing power without intending ever to exercise that power. 
(Hear.) The very act of applying for the power surely inferred that 
it was required, and that it would be exercised some time or other. 
He (Mr. Miley) should be sorry if assertions of this kind were made 
publicly without an equally open contradiction. (Hear.) 

A SHAREHOLDER: What sum has been really spent ? 

The Cuarrman: Nearly the whole £25,000 authorised to be bor- 
rowed; and we now require the remaining £25,000, which we have 
power to borrow, in order to meet the improvements now in progress 
and in contemplation. 

Mr. Crowes: A portion of that money was spent in paying for 
proxies, and for libellous papers—charges which, I imagine, the 
directors had no right to make. Now (addressing the Chairman), 
did you pay for those things out of the company’s money, or out of | 
your own pockets ? | 

The Cuatrman: Pay for what? 

Mr. Crowes: For the proxies. 

The Cuarrman: That does not relate to capital. The question | 
before the meeting is solely one of capital. If you like to have the | 
details of current expenditure afterwards, you can have them. } 

The Cuarrman then put the motion, and it was carried with only | 
three dissentients. 

A SHAREHOLDER having complained of the lateness of the time at 
which the accounts had been audited, 

The Cuarrman explained that it was in consequence of the time of 
the accountant having been very much occupied by the recent dif- 
ference between this company and the Imperial Gas Company. | 

The CuarrMan said that the next business was the election of a| 
deputy-governor. He had to propose that the vacancy should be 
filled by his friend Mr. Daniel Sprague. (Cheers.) There was no 
gentleman connected with the company who was better qualified for 
such an office than Mr. Sprague. He had identified himself with its 
interests in the most critical times, and had acquired an experience 
which in such times only could be obtained ; and was chairman of the 
committee appointed by the shareholders to investigate the affairs of 
the company. The result of the investigations of that committee was 
one of the most able reports that had ever emanated from any body. 
(Oh!) Mr. Sprague had, since then, become one of their directors, 
and he (the chairman) could assure them that the board was much 
indebted to him for the practical experience which he had brought to 
the management of their affairs, (Applause.) 


Mr. Mitey seconded the motion, testifying to the great exertions 
that Mr. Sprague had made throughout the period of his connection 
with the company to promote the prosperity of their concern, 








Mr. Cox: It is a question of no importance to me who is the 
governor or deputy-governor of the company, so long as they act 
with honesty and consistency. But this system of ‘I'll butter you, 
you butter me,” has been going on too long. (Oh, oh!) Neither 
Mr. Hawkins nor Mr, Sprague should be either one or the other, I 
think. (Oh, oh!) There is one thing, however, I can’t say for 
Mr. Sprague—I can’t take his word for anything he utters here. 
(Cries of ** Shame !’’ and uproar.) 

The Cuatrman called upon Mr. Cox to observe at least common 
decency in his remarks. 

Mr. Cox: Well, sir, I say that Mr. Sprague said one thing in com- 
mittee, and another thing when he came before the shareholders, 
(Confusion.) 

The Governor: Sir, as chairman of the meeting, I shall not allow 
any shareholder to use such a word as a “ lie.” 

Mr. Cox: I did not use such a word, a “lie.” 
word at all, I appeul to the shareholders. 

A SHarenotper: You said something equivalent to it. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Spracve: I would ask Mr, Cox to what he alludes? (Hear.) 

Mr. Cox: Why, when, in committee, I brought before them the 
circumstances by which the company was being robbed, Mr. Hawkins 
got up and said that he believed Webb was a dishonest man, and 
that he had, therefore, dismissed him. Mr. Sprague got up after him, 
and said that he did not believe what these men that came forward 
against Webb had said. Now, I charged him at a subsequent meet- 
ing of the shareholders with having said so, and he positively denied 
that he had ever said it at all. Isn’t that a deliberate untruth? 
Now, they say that we are getting out of debt; but, if we are getting 
out of debt, it’s by arithmetic or algebra which I can’t understand. 
Why, how can we be getting out of debt, when we are getting into 
debt more and more? After all we owe—after all our arrears—we 
are now going to borrow another £25,000. Is that getting out of 
debt? If the shareholders wish to be gulled by such statements—— 

The Cuarrnman: Do you wish to know the amount of the debts five 
years ago, and their amount now ? 

Mr. Cox: Am I stating what is true? (Loud cries of “‘ No, no!’’) 
2 n’t it true that you are paying one debt by getting into another? 

o,no! 

‘ The _— : The liabilities of the company were then upwards 
of £200,000, for which the shareholders of this company were 
personally liable. They are now under £100,000 ; and, as they form a 
corporate debt, the shareholders are relieved of their personal liability. 
So that your debts are much reduced, and are better in quality, 
(Cheers. ) 

Mr. Mirey: Allow me to ask, are you not we your business, 
and must you not, therefore, increase your works? (Cheers.) 

Mr. Cox: Now, sir, to come to the circular again. (Oh, oh !) I say 
that here is one of the foulest calumnies that was ever published on 
the character of an individual. (Cries of ‘* Question !’’) 

The Cuainman: Mr. Cox, the question before the meeting is, that 
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that Daniel Sprague, Esq., be elected the deputy-governor. I hope 
you you will confine yourself to that question. 

Mr, Cox: But is our money to be spent in sending out such papers 
as these? (‘* Hear, hear,” and “ Question.”) I say again that I don’t 
know the editor or the proprietor of this new paper, nor am I a sub- 
scriber; but I intend to become one, for it is a very good paper, and I 
recommend you all to become subscribers. (Uproar.) If we can’t be 
heard here, we can be heard there. (Continued uproar.) 

The Cuarrman: Cannot you see that the feeling of this meeting is 
that you shall not be heard ? 

Mr. Cox: It is perfectly evident that you can do as you like, and 
the shareholders don’t seem to care about it. (Oh, oh !) 

The uproar having subsided, the Cuarrman put the motion, which 
was carried with only one dissentient—Mr. Cox. 


Mr, SpracvuE said he was sure they would believe him, that he rose 
under considerable embarrassment to acknowledge the compliment 
which they had paid him, and by which they had testified to the 
honest integrity with which he had always devoted himself to the 
interests of the company with which they were connected. He might 
honestly state, that if he had only paid as much attention to his own 
concerns, and embarked as much capital in his own business, as he 
had in this company, his circumstances would be now in a far dif- 
ferent condition to what they were. Mr. Hawkins had told them 
that he (Mr. Sprague) was chairman of the committee of investi- 

ation. Gentlemen who had only lately joined the company could 
‘orm but little idea of the onerous duties which devolved upon the 
chairman of a committee which sat during four months, three times 
a week, and sometimes day by day; and he could assure them that 
frequently the committee commenced their investigations at eight 
o’clock in the morning, and did not close them until ten o’clock at 
night, with scarcely an opportunity throughout the day of putting 
anything into their lips. Mr. Hawkins had intimated to them that 
the duties which he (Mr. Sprague) had then to discharge had given 
him an intimate acquaintance with all the affairs of the company ; 
and he would honestly tell them, that when he was solicited to take 
the office of director, he paused, and was frightened to attempt any- 
thing ofthe kind. He was induced, however, to undertake it at the 
earnest solicitation of many of the shareholders and directors. He 
accordingly put his shoulder to the wheel with the rest. (Oh!) He 
came in as a director, holding stock to the amount of £3000, and at 
every emergency of the company he came forward freely. He had 
thus lent the company £3400; £1000 of which he had capitalised, 
along with many other shareholders, into the last preference shares, 
to aid in the extinction of the debt which those shares were created 
to get rid of. He took another £1000 subsequently, and at the 
present moment he found himself a holder of stock and of loans to 
this company of £10,150. (Cheers.) Very nearly £1200 was owing 
to him as arrears of dividend; so that they might understand that 
they could not elect to the office of deputy-governor a man who 
could have much more personal interest in the affairs of the company 
than he (Mr. Sprague) could claim. (Cheers.) An expression which 
was made use of at their last meeting was so extraordinary that it 
had rung in his ears ever since, A gentleman said that he was 
certain, and knew it as a fact, that the directors never meant the 
shareholders to have a dividend. Now, he (Mr. Sprague) could 
appeal to them whether it was reasonable for them to think that he 
could have ever come to such a determination. (Cheers.) He 
wished, before he sat down, to make one remark as to the charges 
which had been made against his veracity by Mr. Cox. (Cries of 
“* Never mind;”’ ‘* Don’t condescend to do it.”’) He (Mr. Sprague) 
could only say that Mr. Cox was the first person with whom he had 
ever come in contact who had ventured to make such an accusation ; 
for if there were a feature in his character more strongly developed 
than another, it was that of straightforward truthfulness. (Cheers.) 
He should not, therefore, enter at all into the details of the matter 
Mr. Cox had referred to, but would content himself by simply giving 
it a flatdenial. (Cheers,) He felt on the present occasion, he assured 
them, more than he could express. The highest object of his ambi- 
tion was not to be a great man, but to be an honest man, and to be 
esteemed such by his compeers. (Cheers.) He assured them that 
his efforts would always be directed to promote the interests of this 
company, and he hoped that the time was not far distant when their 
affairs would be in such a prosperous condition as entirely to put an 
end to those discussions and disturbances, which damaged, instead of 
advancing, their interests. (Applause.) He was confident that the 
mischief which had been done since February, when Croll’s propo- 
sition was made, by this warfare and division, was beyond calcula- 
tion. (Hear.) He should not be surprised if it amounted to £5000 or 
£6000. (Hear.) In conclusion, he had only to repeat that he felt 
highly honoured by the compliment which they had paid him. 
(Cheers.) 
Mr. George Hallett was then elected auditor in the room of Mr. 
Bratt, who had become director. 
The Cuarrman said that there was a great omission at their last 
meeting, occasioned by the turmoil and disturbance. He should be 
sorry, however, if the present meeting concluded without some 
acknowledgment of the debt of gratitude which they owed to their 
late governor, Mr, Hall. (Loud cheers.) Like Mr. Sprague, Mr. Hall 
had not been an ordinary routine director. He came among them in 
very difficult and trying times, and his services to the company 
had been really great and important. (Applause.) They had all wit- 
messed the extraordinary energy which Mr. Hall had displayed in 
the management of their affairs, and the invaluable quality for which 
she was distinguished—that when he had once undertaken anything 
‘he followed it up until he had accomplished it. (Hear.) He had also 
sustained great pecuniary loss from the time which he had devoted 
to the company’s affairs; and the over-anxiety and over-work, fiom 
his duties as governor, had occasioned three very severe illnesses, 
which had paw ree) Fgh ge his health. But, true to his cha- 
jzacter, he still retained his office until the perils of the company were 





passed, and its path, though difficult, lay clear before it; and then, 
and not till then, did he lay down a burden which, for his own health 
or advantage, he had already borne far too long. (Cheers.) The 
chairman concluded by moving, 

“‘ That the best thanks of the shareholders are eminently due, and are 
hereby given, to the late governor, J. R. Hall, Esq., for the valuable 
services rendered by him in periods of the greatest difficulty, as well as the 
zeal and ability with which he has at all times discharged the important 
duties of his office.” 

Mr. Dretzy seconded the motion, which was carried with accla- 
mation. 

Mr. Hatt, in returning thanks, assured them that such a com- 
pliment, at a meeting called for the transaction of their routine busi- 
ness, was quite unexpected. His duties as governor had, indeed, 
been of a very onerous nature, and he found that a continuation in the 
oftice would be incompatible with his own professional engagements | 
and his health, He was compelled, therefore, to resign; but it was 
with peculiar gratification he could say that he could look round him 
without finding one person whose enmity he had occasioned during | 
the whole period of his (Mr. Hall’s) connection with the company. | 
(Applause.) They had now extricated themselves from all their dif. | 
ficulties, and he trusted that their affairs would assume a more) 
prosperous aspect. (Cheers.) | 

The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to the auditors 
and the governor and directors. | 
} 
| 








GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 


The ordinary half-yearly meeting of the Shareholders in this com- 
pany was held on Friday evening, Oct. 28, at the London Tavern, 
The attendance was by no means so large as on many previous | 
occasions, 

Mr. T. Dakin having taken the chair, 

The Secretary read the advertisement convening the meeting, and 
the corporate seal was affixed to the register of proprietors. | 

The Report of the Directors—which was read by Mr. Davipsen, 
the solicitor of the company—was in these words :— 

“ Gentlemen,—The directors, in conformity with the provisions of our) 
act of Parliament, have again the pleasure of meeting their shareholders, 
and of reporting to them the present position of the company and its pro- 
gress during the past half-year. | 

** You will have received already the most important part of the report 
in the shape of the balance sheet, which has been printed and sent round to 
every member, and which shows those results to which shareholders always 
look as the evidences of the prosperity of a company. 

‘* This account is not yet audited by the official auditors, as they, by our} 
act, are not appointed by the Corporation of London until the month of 
December in each year, Its accuracy may be safely taken for the purposes 
of the present meeting, and it will, with the account to the end of the year, 
come under the examination of the auditors at the usual period. | 

‘* This statement, although not realising the complete success which we | 
have looked for, may yet be considered most satisfactory, as it shows a 
balance in hand amounting to £7207. 3s. 10d., after paying all charges up| 
to the 24th of June last, out of which the directors recommend that a divi- | 
dend at the rate of 74 per cent. per annum, amounting to £5625, be declared | 
for the half-year ending June, 1853, payable on and after the 15th day of 
November next, after payment of which £1582. 3s. 10d. will remain in hand, | 
out of which the directors propose to carry the sum of £600 to a deprecia- | 
tion account for the half-year, as recommended in the report of April last, | 
and agreed to by the shareholders. The sum of £2300 a year the directors 
believe will meet any contingency that may hereafter arise beyond the 
provision made with the contractor to keep the works and mains in repair. 
This deduction being made, a balance of £982. 3s. 16d. will remain in hand, 
available for future dividends. 

“Your directors are gratified in being able to state the number of con- | 
sumers burning fie company’s gas shows a steady increase. For the half- | 
year, ending June, the addition has been 207 consumers, burning 2494 | 
lights; and for the last quarter, ending September, the increase has ex- | 
ceeded the previous half-year, as it has brought an addition to our numbers | 
of 227 consumers, burning 3760 lights, and bringing up our total number | 
of consumers to 6035, being nearly the number who originally signed an | 
agreement to take the company’s gas when we were engaged in the arduous | 
conflict with the monopoly interest. 5 

‘In addition to this gratifying increase of private support, your directors 
had the pleasure of obtaining from the Commissioners of Sewers the 
contract for the supply of the larger portion of the City public lights for 
the next three years; this, being obtained by tender, is not equally profit- 
able with the general lighting ; but, while the result of our destroying the 
monopoly that formerly existed has been a saving to the public, for the| 
three years, of £9399, comparing the present payment for the public lights 
with that of the three years prior to our existence, it yet yields to our 
company a fair remunerating profit. 

“We have likewise to report that during the past month the markets 
committee of the Corporation of London has, upon application, unanimously 
granted to this company the supply of the public markets of Leadenhall, 
Billingsgate, Farringdon, and Newgate, thus recognising to some extent 
the services we have rendered to the public, originated, as these services | 
were, by petitions presented to and acted upon by the Court of Common 
Council. 

“The shareholders will have perceived, in the public journals, the 
quarterly reports presented to the Commissioners of Sewers by Dr. Letheby 
as to the purity and illuminating power of the gas, from which it will be 
seen that the quality exceeds, by upwards of 31 per cent., the standard 
laid down by our act of Parliament, and the public are much indebted to 
Mr. Croll for his spirited efforts to increase the quality and reduce the 
price, notwithstanding the great increase in the cost of coals. 

‘In conclusion, your directors strongly urge upon the shareholders to 
exert themselves within their ownsphere for obtaining additional ye 
and the time is not far distant when the full amount of dividend allowe 
by the act of Parliament will be received by the members, and the public 
at large may look for a further reduction in the price of this commodity. 

* Oct, 28, 1253.”’ “Tomas DakIN, Chairman. 


The CuazrMan then rose and said: Gentlemen,—It is now my duty 
to move the adoption of the report which you have just heard read ; 
and I do so with a feeling of great satisfaction to myself—a satisfac- 











tion in which I am joined by my brother directors; for we 
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that the company never stood in a more healthy or prouder position 
than it does now. (Hear.) Indeed I think the report to which you 
have listened would sufficiently speak for itself; and I should be 
called upon to say but little in support of it, were it not that our very 
ood-natured friend opposite has paid us his aceustomed visit, to 
prevent, I suppose, the monotony which might result if our successful 
roceedings were merely registered, and there were not even the 
\shadow of opposition led on by the burly countenance of our friend 
‘Pearse. (‘Hear,” and a laugh.) Gentlemen, I have had put into 
my hands, since I came into this meeting, a printed copy of Mr. 
Pearse’s letter, which, though Mr. Pearse was polite enough to send 
‘me the MS., I had not previously read, having been out of town 
lately.* As it appears to me, notwithstanding his practical talent, 
| the character of this document indicates that it is the production of a 
| more able head and of a more practised pen than Mr. Pearse’s, (Hear, 
\hear.) Ihave had the pleasure to receive from Mr. Pearse the un- 
premeditated effusions of his own mind; and I know his style, and I 
\think, too, that I am sufficiently a judge in such matters to be able to 
say that the style of Mr. Pearse’s writing is very different to that of 
lthe concise document before me. (Hear.) It is, however, a very 
specious kind of document, intended evidently to make the worse 
‘appear the better reason ; and it was no doubt thought that, by means 
|of it, this company would be damaged in the eyes of those who read it 
|in a public print, and had not an opportunity of hearing the explana- 
‘tions which I can give. (Hear.) But I will tell Mr. Pearse, and 
|| those for whom he acts, that, instead of damaging this company, 
inquiries and investigations of this sort will only prove more satisfac- 
|tonly the prosperous condition in which we are placed. Mr. Pearse 
||(Iuse his name, although I know I am addressing some one else) 
|says, in the commencement of this effusion, 
| “The unusua!ly late: period at which the accounts for the half-year 
ending June 24 last have been issued, compels me to adopt this method of 
leliciting at the meeting of the shareholders, to be held on the 28th inst., 
jsome information upon the following points.” 
|\Now, those gentlemen who have had this document (the balance 
isheet) in hand for several days may think this a very graceful intro- 
/duetion to his letter; but surely this could be no reason for his 
| writing to the public priats, and thus expending something more than 
|the entire amount of his investment in the company; for let it be 
‘understood that Mr. Pearse is the possessor of one £10 share, which 
lenables him to become the catspaw and the mouthpiece for others, 
'who have not the gentlemanly feeling to come here and state their 
‘own case. (Hear.) He then goes on to state, in a long paragraph, 
that in the report of the directors in April last there was a pledge to 
\set aside £1200 a year as a reserve fund, and that this has not been 
|fulfilled. If he had waited to hear the report just read, he would 
jhave seen that his anticipations and regrets were all uncalled for in 
\this respect. (Hear.) Then he proceeds to show that we can only 
loffer a 6% per cent. dividend, and that you ought to have no more, 
Supposing that were really so, let me ask, Can any of his pet compa- 
jnies do as much? (Hear.) But,in order to make this appear, he has 
left out of his calculation the balance of £1554, which was carried 
jover to the credit of the account at the last half-yearly meeting, which 
‘makes up sufficient to produce a 7% per cent. dividend, after carrying 
£600 over to the depreciation fund, and leaving nearly £1000 besides 
‘for future dividends. (Cheers.) With most gratuitous assumption 

















* The following is a copy of the letter alluded to:— 
“To Mr. Tuomas DaKkIN, Chairman of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company. 
“ Sir,—The unusually late period at which the accounts for the half-year ending 
June 24 last have been issued, compels me to adopt this method of eliciting at the 
meeting of the shareholders, to be held on the 28th inst., some information upon the 
following points :— 
“In the report made to the half-yearly meeting, held on April 29 last, the directors 
pledged themselves to set aside £1200 a year, from the commencement of this year, 
|as a reserve fund, to cover the depreciation of the meters, machinery, plant, and 
buildings, for which no provision had previously been made, notwithstanding that 
jwe had had two years and a quarter’s wear and tear out of them. Now, although I 
consider this sum quite inadequate for the intended purpose, yet the principle had 
my assent; and I am therefore astonished to find that the prumise has not been ful- 
filled, as no reserve whatever of the nature alluded to has been made in the balance- 
sheet just issued. Our total income for the half-year, from all sources, ia there set 
| down as £23,386. ls. 9d.; and our expenditure is— 
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| Cost of gas purchased ........scccsecerecececece eee. £11,519 14 9 
ET CNT oc. ccccesvoscssocssevecesess 1,60 17 1 
Bitar OR NEGNR . o0.0.00.0002:590008 Coeercccce coccccccce 14915 8 
| Income-tax to December 31, 1852.........0+eeeeee0s . 310 10 8 
Mapenses Of GistebUton .. cc cccccess coccccccccccvess 4,122 2 9 
— £17,733 011 
The profit on the half-year, as per balance-sheet .......-.seeeeee0s 5,653 0 10 
| But if the half-year’s reserve is further dedueted, as promised ...... 600 0 0 


there only remains £5053 divisible, as dividend upon a share capital of £150,000, 
or a fraction more than 64 per cent. per annum, What dividend the directors 
intend to recommend, I have not heard; but I warn them against giving encourage- 
ment to the charge publicly made against us of ‘ Hudsonising’ our dividends, so as 
| to aid the running up of the shares to unnatural premiums while the large holders 
are selling, and thereby realising considerable profits out of a too credulous public. 
“The charge of £149. 15s. 8d. for interest on loans of money otherwise than on 
debenture, leadsme to believe that our working capital is insuffi ient for our extensive 
Operations ; and that we are consequently compelled, from time to time, to have 
recourse to our bankers for the means of meeting our engagements. The sum paid 
in interest indicates that £6000 is thus employed, in addition to the £216,600 raised 
on shares and debentures ; and I beg to suggest the propriety of a portion of the 
reserve shares being issued, to provide the necessary working capital. 
“TI also wish to be informed whether, of the £11,962. 3s. 7d. due to sundry 
creditors, any portion is for money on loan. 
I regret to see (in spite of the pledge given in April last, that the capital account 
should be closed with £212,764. 17s. 1ld., invested in land, works, plant, mains, 
Services, meters, office-furniture, and preliminary expenses) that an addition of 
£1226. 8s. 1ld. has been made in the six months just elapsed; and the invested 
capital consequently now stands at £213,981. 6s, 10d. If we are to go on charging 
ig service-pipes, and similar small items to capital, that account will never be 
“There is one other subject upon which I trust you will give usa satiafacto 
vw and this is in reference to our position with the Coumicthoness of Sewers 
at it stated in a public document containing the record of some proceedings befure 
¢ Board of Aldermen of the City of New York, that we are still liable for a large 
sum for extra paving expenses, and I should be glad to be assured that there is no 


he then tells you that the directors have not sufficient working capital ; 
that they have expended a large sum of money; and he recommends 
us to issue some preference shares. I can only say that it is not from 
Mr. Pearse that the directors intend to take advice; that they do not 
intend to issue any further shares, nor have they any need for them. 
(Hear.) Mr. Pearse then goes on to express his regret that during 
the last six months we have expended £1226. 8s. 11d. in new meters, 
services, &c. Of course he regrets it; he is a large proprietor of the 
Chartered Company, and he knows that our increase of business must 
be their loss; and, therefore, it is a very natural source of regret. 
(Hear.) To us, however, it is a matter of unmingled satisfaction. 
(Cheers.) In the last paragraph of his letter we may, perhaps, be 
able to discover, by a curious coincidence, how Mr. Pearse is moved— 
the kind of touch which puts his clever machinery into motion. He 
says :— 
“ There is one other subject upon which I trust you will give us satis- 
factory assurance, and this is in reference to our position with the Com- 
missioners of Sewers.” 
You see that Mr. Pearse always identifies himself with us. It is 
‘our bankers,” * our company,” “ our position,” &c, It is really 
quite refreshing to see a man, who has so little interest at stake, take 
s0 warm a part in ‘‘our” concerns, (Laughter.) He wants to know 
what is “our” position with the Commissioners of Sewers, because, 
he says, he sees it 
‘ stated in a public document, containing the record of some proceedin 
before the Board of Aldermen of the City of New York, that we are still 
liable for a large sum for extra paving expenses, and I should be glad to 
be assured that there is no truth in the statement.” 
And this letter is signed “‘ William Pearse.” 
Mr. Pearse: Yes; and my address is put to it, too. 
The Cuarrman: Your address, *‘ No. 239, Tottenham-court-road.” 
Since this letter was put into my hands I have been shown another, 
which, perhaps, will throw a little light on the matter. It is a letter 
from George cone Esq.. F.R.S., engineer of the Chartered Gas Com- 
pany, and is dated from 39, Finsbury-circus, It is addressed, ‘* Charles 
Roome, Esq., Manhattan Gas Works, New York ;”’ and in this letter 
Mr. Lowe, after giving his opinion as to water gas and cannel gas, which 
is quite irrelevant, states that ‘‘ Even the Great Central Gas Company 
—vof which I strongly suspect your mutual savings gas company to be 
an off shoot—have just y rnb oe a reduced dividend, and decadence 
will be the order of the day with them, The City authorities want 
£20,000 from them for extra paving expenses, without their having a 
shot in the locker to pay it.” This is from Mr. Lowe, in a letter to a 
friend in America about the Great Central Company, and I have no 
doubt he isthe individual who indited Mr. Pearse’s letter. (Hear.) Iean 
only state to you that the whole of the expenses—and very large they 
were—of the paving have been paid to the Commissioners of Sewers ; 
and I do not suppose that we now owe them £200 (and that is for 
recent paving), and we are under no liability for paving expenses 
whatever. (Cheers.) Now, this is Mr, Pearse’s letter, seeking informa- 
tion. Of course he has a perfect right to put these questions here; but 
it is not fair, it is not manly, it is not English, to do so through the 
medium of the public papers; and I hope it will meet with its reward, 
(‘** Hear,” and cheers.) But to return to our report. You will have 
learned from it that the affairs of this company are in a state of un- 
mixed prosperity; that we have added largely to our consumption ; 
and that the last quarter has been the most successful we have 
hitherto had. (Hear.) We are now lighting the large establishment 
of Messrs. Cook and Son, of St. Paul’s-churchyard; we have a thou- 
sana lights in Messrs. Pawson’s; and we have half the lighting of 
Messrs, Ellis and Everington’s; we have also got the lights of the 
public markets and of the City, and the directors are making every 
eff .rt to extend the prosperity, and with it the usefulness, of the com- 
pany. (Cheers.) I think it my duty to mention to you that one 
reason why the last quarter has added so much to the number of our 
consumers is, that before the tender for the public lights was agreed 
upon, the City Company and ourselves were under an ill-understood 
agreement for a possible amalgamation. That had continued up to 
the period for applying for an act of Parliament ; but, that time having 
passed, it had become inoperative. Indeed, we found that there was 
no likelihood of our getting on well together, and we thought that we 
should better consult your interests and our own by keeping apart. 
(Hear.) The matter, however, was not brought to a pvint till a 
period shortly before the last occasion for tendering for the public 
lights. During the previous year we had held the contract, and we 
arranged with the City Company to supply the gas—we sharing the 
profits, so as to avoid the expense which fresh communications with 
the public lights would create in the event of an amalgamation. On 
this occasion the two boards met to see what shape the tenders should 
take. It was an important question, inasmuch as the contract was to 
be for three years, involving a rental of from £25,000 to £28,000, 
When we met, the City Gas Company proposed that they should 
send in the tenders in their own name, and, if they got the contract, 
would divide the profits with us. I said I was sure that the body 
whom I represented would be no parties to such an arrangement, and 
that we should send in a tender of our own, and abide the issue. We 
did so, and obtained the contract. (“* Hear,’”’ and cheers.) Up to that 
time there had been a mutual agreement not to canvass each other’s 
customers; but when this matter in reference to our largest customer 
tuok place, that agreement was virtually annulled, and we have been 
actively engaged ever since in obtaining all the support we could, I 
mention this, not merely to show what we have been doing, but to 
induce you, in your several spheres, to follow our example; for, how- 
ever much the directors may exert themselves, it is to a large con-| 
stituency like you that they may look for support and help; and, as 
the ground is now clear, we do entertain a hope that you will second 
our efforts, and thus enable us, at our next half-yearly meeting, to 
muke a better report than we have now done, (Hear.) At the time 
the question of amalgamation with the City Company was before us, 











th in the statement.—I am, ‘ir, your obedient servant, 
239, To road, Oct. 27, 1853.” s 








“ WILLIAM PEARSE. 


we felt that we were very awkwardly placed, seeing that there were 





——___— 

















































































276 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. . 


[ Nov. 10, | 





certain ago | questions pending, and the nuisance of gas and other 
works in the hearts of large cities was being much debated. For- 
tunately for us, we are far removed from any objection of that sort. 
The City Company are not so fortunate. ‘They have been already 
indicted for nuisance—have been obliged to plead guilty, and enter 
into an undertaking to abate the nuisance, or they will be called up 
for judgment. We,I say, are open to no such objection on Bow- 
common; we are there in the midst of nuisances of a much worse 
character than our own; and our own engineer has expressed an 
opinion that we exert a sweetening and purifying influence in the 
bone-burning and blood-boiling district in which we are located. 
(Cheers.) With these eet have great pleasure in moving that 
the report now read be adopted. 

After a pause, 

Mr. Pearse rose and said: I second it; and, as I like publicity, I 
would add, “and that it be printed.” 

The CuarrMan said he did not see any reason why the company 
should go to the expense of printing the report. The gentlemen of 
the press were present, and copies of the report would be furnished 
to them for publication. (Hear.) 

The report was then adopted. 


Mr. Pearse: In consequence of the remarks made by the chairman, 
I beg to say that the letter which appeared in the papers this morning 
was entirely my own. I never publish anything anonymously, nor 
am I the catspaw of any company. It is true that I hold largely in 
the Chartered and in other gas companies; and it is to protect the 
interests of my aon and those of the widow, the fatherless, and 
the orphan, I come forward here. (Loud lau.hter.) Well, however 
ee that remark may be jeered at, itis the truth. (“Oh!” anda 
augh.) 

‘- SHAREHOLDER: That’s an old tale. (Hear.) 

Mr. Pearse: It is rather an old tale, and I have often heard it 
ridiculed by Mr. Charles Pearson and others in the great room over 
head. Andi have there heard the characters of honourable gentle- 
men connected with other companies very freely talked over. On one 
occasion I recollect that Mr. Deputy Stevens, the gin spinner—— 
(Interruption, and cries of ‘‘ Question !”’ and “ Order ! ”’) 

The CuatrMan said Mr. Pearse must confine himself to observations 
which were pertinent to the business before the meeting. Any 
remarks in reference to the report would have been better made before 
that report was adopted. If Mr. Pearse intended to close with a 
motion, it would be as well if he would put it into his (the chairman’s) 
hands. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Pearse: I was about to say that I had heard Mr. Deputy 
—_— characterise the other companies in the room above as men 
who 

“ Keep the word of promise to the ear, 
And break it to the hope.” 


And I remember, too, that Mr. Charles Pearson said on that occasion, 
* What a pity it is that my friend the deputy did not give the whole 
of the quotation.” Now, as I think it is very applicable to this com- 
pany, I shall take the liberty of employing it entire :— 


** Accursed be the tongue that tells me so, 
For it hath cowed my better part of man ; 
And be these juggling fiends no more believed 
Who palter with us in a double sense ; 
That keep the word of promise to the ear, 
And break it tothe hope. J’U not fight with thee.” 


My ears have tingled when I have heard other companies to which I 
belong characterised by this company as dishonest; but still—— 
(Interruption. ) 

Mr, Ty1teR: Mr. Chairman, is there any business before the 
, meeting ? 
The Cuarrman: None at all, (Addressing Mr. Pearse.) Are you 
| going to conclude with a motion? If you had any general remarks to 
;make upon the report, you should have made them when you 
seconded its adoption. (Hear, hear.) Unless you have something 
definite in view you cannot thus be allowed to occupy our time. 
Mr. Pearse: I have a few questions to ask, but, if you like, I will 
| sit down now and ask them presently. (No, no.) 
| A Suarenoiper: Let’s have them now. (Hear, hear.) 





Mr. Pearse: Well, then, I would ask, How does it happen that 
no portion of the £1200 per annum, promised in the last report, was 
carried in the balance-sheet to the depreciation fund ? 

The CuairMan, interrupting : I venture to say that, if the questions 
ace are about to put are those which are contained in this letter, L 

ave answered them seriatim already. (Hear, hear.) I am willing to 
give the utmost liberty to any shareholder who may desire to expre-s 
his views; but I think Iam bound to protect this meeting against 
a gg wren | delays. (Hear, hear.) 
r. Pearse: There are only six questions in all. I have asked 
one, and the other five will not take long, 

The Cuairman: Are they the same as these ? 

Mr. PearsE: Rather different. 

Mr. C. Nicnotson : Mr. Chairman, may I say one word ? I believe 
we are a set of business men, assembled here re business purposes, 
and I think the indulgence of the chairman may be carried t..o far. 
The report of the directors, which was duly moved by the chairman, 
and seconded by a gentleman who really does not seem to know what 
he is about—(laughter)—that report has been unanimously carried, 
and now this gentleman seeks to interupt the harmony of the meeting 
by Bee comms. questions in reference to it which have been already put 
and answered, I think that report would not have required a single 
word of observation if this gentleman had remained still under the 
well-merited castigation which our chairman inflicted upon him. 
(“* Hear,”’ and cheers.) Since he has not done so, allow me one word 
in reference to him, He proposes to be a friend of this company, and 


he has made a quotation from Shakspere which he thinks is very 


the appositeness of which to this gentleman all will comprehend, | 
The quotation is— i 
“ An open foe may prove a curse, 

But a pretended friend is worse.” 


(Loud cheers.) This gentleman can be no friend to this company 
when he publishes in the Times newspaper statements in reference to 
it which are all false. (Hear.) If his object had been to ascertain | 
the truth of these statements, and the bearing of them upon the actual 
position of this company, he would have come here and obtained 
every information. But, instead of. this, he has chosen to anticipate 
the statements which have been made, to publish his conclusions upon 
them, evidently for the purpose of damaging the company as far as 
was in his power. I say that such conduct is disgraceful and unbear.- 
able by a body of proprietors like ourselves, and he cannot have his | 
deserts at this meeting, however much we may condemn him; in | 
fact, he is below contempt ; and, but that he has attempted to justify | 
his remarks, he would have been passed by by me in silence. (Cheers,) 
I hope, Mr. Chairman, you will not permit the meeting to be an 
longer interrupted by a gentleman who has so demeaned himself, 
(Cheers. ) 


Mr. Pearsz: I challenge a successful contradiction of my letter— 
- is the uth——(Hisses and groans, amidst which Mr, Pearse es 

wn.) 

Mr, TytzR said: Gentlemen, I think I should not have had the! 
pleasure to attend this respectable meeting, had not my mind been 
refreshed on the subject by reading in the Yimes newspaper this 
morning the very extraordinary production to which reference has 
been made. I read that letter with care and attention, and I confess 
that I could not account for the circumstance of any man calling 
himself an Englishman, and being a member and proprietor in this 
company, inserting in the public prints a letter containing statements 
which might possibly lead to misapprehension, and which certainly 
showed the necessity for some explanations. (Hear, hear.) I hold 
that in public companies of this sort, if we have any differences to 
settle, or any explanations to give, the proper course is to come for- 
ward manly in meetings like the present, and to ask for information 
which, to my certain knowledge, has always been readily furnished 
from that chair. (Hear, hear.) Well, sir, | read to the end of the 
advertisement, and when I came to the last I wondered what in the 
world the Great Central Gas Company had to do with the Board of 
Aldermen in the city of New York. (‘‘ Hear,” and a laugh.) I did 
not read more, but laid down the paper, determining to come here 
and ask who this gentleman, the writer of this paper, was. I have 
heard quite enough to satisfy me on that subject, and have nothing 
more to say upon it, but will proceed to more profitable considera- 
tions. It is with great pleasure that I move the following resolution, 
which has been entrusted to me tor that purpose :— 

‘That a dividend be now declared, at the rate of 74 per cent., for the 
half-year ending the 24th of June last, and that such dividend, deducting 
income-tax, be paid on the 15th of November next.” (Cheers.) 


The report read, in my humble judgment, is the most satisfactory 
that could poxsibly be produced, (Hear, hear.) I have had the 
opportunity within the last week or two of hearing a little about our 
friend’s company, the Chartered, and also of the position and prospects 
of other companies; and I declare that the contrast between us and 
them is so complete that I will not go into further explanations, 
but will simply say that it gives me the greatest possible pleasure to 
propose this resolution. (Cheers.) 

Mr. J. Watson seconded the motion. 

Mr. Pearse: [ rise to move an amendment. It is— 

‘*That the dividend be at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum.” (Inter- 
ruption.) 
I do so on the ground that no large dividend has been really made or 
earned during the half-year. (Laughter.) It is, I pledge my honour, 
as much as we have made, (*Oh!” and laughter.) 
The Cuartrman: Is that amendment seconded? (No, no!) Then 
it falls to the ground, (Cheers.) 
The original motion was then put and carried with one dis- 
sentient, 
Mr. Pearse: You have declared a 7} per cent, dividend, and are 
not making it. (Order! order!) 
The Cnarrman: Mr. Pearse. I will not allow you to conduct your: | 
self in this way. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Mason proposed and Mr. Samvuets seconded a vote of thanks 
to the chairman and directors, which was adopted, a shareholder 
recommending that the meeting should subscribe the sum of £10 to 
buy up Mr. Pearse’s share, and get him out of the company. 
(Laughter. ) 
The Cuarrman acknowledged the vote of thanks, and the proceed- 
ings terminated. 





Suzrrietp Consumers’ Gas Company.— An opinion has been 
publicly expressed, by parties who have the reputation of being in 
Mr. Croll's confidence, that ‘* with men of higher repute and more 
experience, the difficulties that have weighed this undertaking down 
may easily be surmounted,” and an expectation is entertained that “the 
severe teaching of the last general meeting will go far to accomplish 
tha’ desirable end.”’ This feeler confirms a rumour, for some me 
current in London, to the effect that an understanding exists between 
a section of the promoters and Mr. Croll, and that, should the bill 
ever reach the House of Commons and be safe from opposition, @ 
clean sweep is to be made of the present otticials, and Mr. Croll’s 
assistance will be then put in requisition to carry it through Parlia- 
ment. Events will show whether there is any foundation for this 
report, but it reaches us from so many quarters likely to be well 
informed on the subject, that we are disposed to credit it. The last 





appropriate. I will venture to make a quotation from another poet— 














quotations for the shares £5 paid, are from 27s. 6d. to 37s, 6d. 
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£237,260 1 1 





28, Coleman-street, Oct. 12, 1853. 


To dividend declared for the half-year ending Dec. 31, 

OD satesdics iecivisrsstascnnes OU ¢ 
To cost of gas purchased for the half-year ending 
Tune 24, 1853 ....ccccccccccccccccccccess cooes 
To interest. ....cc0--cccccccccsccsese £149 15 8 
To interest on debentures to June24,1853 1,600 17 1 


11,549 14 9 








Toincome& property tax to Dec. 31,1852 31010 8 
To directors ...........0.. £500 0 0 
To chemical referees ...... 127 10 0 
To official auditors ........ 71 4 6 
To corporation inspector .. 450 6 8 
To corporation meter testing 16 2 6 
To solicitors’ charges...... 380 1 3 
To salaries ......ccec...0.. 810 9 2 
To incidental expenses.... 634 19 3 
To stationery and advertise- 
MENTS .cccccccccces cose 137 8 §& 
DUM ccewcccececesces C8 JT 6 
To rent and taxes ........ 642 14 3 
To bad debts and allowances 287 19 5 
— 4,122 2 9 


_— 


—__—- 6,183 6 
To balance, being net profit carried forward ........ 


£30,402 4 


28, Colemar-street, Oct. 12, 1853. 


2 
7,207 3 10; 


GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY, 


Dr Revenve Account, from Dec. 24, 1852, to June 24, 1853. 


| 
| 


| 
| 





Dr. Batance Sueet, June 24, 1863. Cr. 

To paid-up capital .............0 eeeeee seeceeees - £150,000 0 O | By cash at bankers, viz, :— 

To creditors on debentures...... ...-.... Hewes «6 eS General account... ........0 oo++ £3,564 2 8 | 

To creditors on bills payable.......... £ 366 1 6 Dividend account........--+++... 189 9 0 

DEE cas Grccssetence wosncesge MEE Se Debenture interest account ...... 1,596 12 0 
——————-_ 12,328 5 1 —— 5,350 3 8| 

To dividends unclaimed to date. . ........02 cesses 189 9 0 | By stock (pipes, branches, tubing, &c.)........ eeee 2,808 6 0 

To interest on debentures ...........- Saeaipcesres 1,535 3 2) By gas rents and arrears for the quarter ending the 

To revenue account, for balance to date.........++ Tee SUD | SR SEG, BONE cnscccncs cccsencewssrctccorses S640 6-9 


By lands, works, plant, services, and 

meters ...... peeneees one ssueesteeee oe. © 
By preliminary expenses............ 20,340 15 10 
By office furniture and fixtures...... 753 2 4 


— 





213,981 6 10 








£237,260 1 1 
R. M. Massgy, Secretary. 
Cr. 


By order. 


By amount of balance available for dividend as per 

official auditor’s statement to Dec. 31, 1852 ........£7,016 2 6 
By gas supplied to consumers and public lights for half- 

year ending June 24.......ccccccccccs ssocvecccss.2dpatt 16 9 
By amount received for transfer fees.....eeesesseeeees 11 6 0 





£30,402 4 3 





By balance brought forward, being amount available 
for dividend ......c...e0 


By order. 


$0806 e809 £ 7,207 3 10 
R. M. Massey, Secretary. 


eee et eeee 








CITY OF LONDON COURT OF SEWERS. 
Tvuerspay, Oct, 11, 1853. 
DR. LETHEBY'S ‘f BURKED” REPORT. 
At the weekly meeting of the court—Mr. Deputy Peacock in the 
chair—on the conclusion ef the ordinary business of the commission, 
Mr. H, L. Taytor called upon the Clerk (Mr. Daw) to read the 
report of Dr. Letheby presented to the court, but not read, at the first 
meeting after the recess. 
The Cxerk then read the following document :— 


“TO THE HONOURABLE COMMISSIONERS OF SEWERS OF THE CITY OF 
LONDON. : 

** Gentlemen,—I have the honour to report that I have made 120 expe- 
riments, during the last quarter, on the illuminating power of the gas 
supplied to the City of London by the Great Central Gas Consumers’ 
Company, and the following are the results :— 

‘1. When the gas has been burned from an argand of 15 holes, accord- 
ing to act-of-Parliament directions, it has furnished a light which, in the 
average, has been equal to 139 sperm candles, or 15‘9 wax, each consuming 
120 grains of combustible matter per hour. 

**2. When the gas has been burned from a batswing jet at the rate of 
four cubic feet per hour, its light has been equal to that of 9 6 sperm can- 
dles, or 103 wax; and when consumed from the same jet at the rate of 
five cubic feet per hour, its average luminosity has been equal to that of 
118 sperm candles, or 13:5 wax. 

“ These results show that the gas has been of good illuminating power ; 
and in fact they prove that it has been rather more than 31 per cent. better 
than that required by the act of Parliament. 

‘“‘ The chemical quality of the gas has been of average description. 

‘“* T have the honour to remain, your obedient servant, 
“ Hy. Lernesy, M.D., Professor of Chemistry, London Hospital. 

“ London Hospital, Aug. 19, 1853.” 

Mr. H. L. Tayror said, he hoped he should not again have to com- 
plain of the suppression of any report presented to the commission. 
He was always ready to give any public officer credit for doing his 
duty, and Dr. Letheby appeared to have done his. He (Mr. Taylor) 
hoped that the illuminating power of the Great Central Company's gas 
was as high as Dr, Letheby stated; but he was glad that they had all 
heard the report read, inasmuch as a public journal, which, he be- 
lieved, was in the interest of the Great Central Company, had given 
that company credit for supplying a light much greater than that 
ascertained by Dr. Letheby’s tests. The journal he alluded to had 
stated that the illuminating power of the Great Central Company's 
gas was equal to 16 candles, while it appeared from Dr. Letheby’s 
report that it was only equal to 13. (Hear, hear.) They would see, 
therefore, the importance of giving every publicity to such documents 
as these, in order to prevent statements being boldly made which had 
not the shadow of a foundation. (Hear, hear.) ‘The document was 
not a long one, and had not taken many minutes to read; he thought, 
therefore, that there was no excuse for omitting to read it; and he 





apprehended that it ought to be the desire, as it was the interest, of 














the company supplying the City with gas that such reports should be 
made as public as possible, in order that the consumers might be 
assured that the standard quality of their gas was well maintained. 
(Hear, hear.) He might mention that he had understood the Clerk to 
say that copies of Dr. Letheby’s report were sent, after its presenta- 
tion, to the different gas companies. He (Mr. Taylor) did not know 
whether this was meant to include the City Gas Company, but he had 
been told that that company had not received any copy of it at all, 

The Crexx: I should be very sorry to find that they did not. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor: I believe that they did not. 

The Crerx: I find that we only send copies to those companies 
with which we contract. No copy was, consequently, sent to the 
City of London Company. 

The subject then dropped. 





METROPOLITAN COMMISSIONERS OF SEWERS. 
Tvespay, Noy. 1, 1853. 

At a special meeting of the Commissioners, held on Tuesday, at 
their offices, Greek-street, Soho—R. Jenn, Esq., in the chair—the 
secretaries of the three gas companies involved in the complaint as to 
the pouring of gas refuse into the sewers, appeared to show cause why 
they should not be fined £50 for such offence. 

The complaint against the Western Company was entered into first. 

Mr. Wooxrycn, secretary to the commissioners, stated that this 
was a summons calling upon the secretary of the Western Gas Com- 
pany to show cause why that company should not forfeit and pay the 
sum of £50 for the offence of discharging gas refuse and gas washings 
into one of the sewers under the jurisdiction of the court. Serious 
complaints having been made of a discharge of gas refuse from this com- 
pany’s works into the sewers, Mr. Lovick, the engineer, had inspected 
the drains in the neighbourhood of the company’s premiess, and here- 
upon reported, on the Ist of October, that he had discovered that there 
was a considerable discharge of gas refuse from the works of the Western 
Company into the Warwick-road sewer. The effluvium from the 
intermixture of this gas refuse with the sewage was of the most offen- 
sive character, and was of so intense and of so peculiarly a dangerous 
character that he could not permit the officers to enter into the sewers 
without having adopted, for a considerable time previous, some of the 
most costly precautions, Mr. Lovick said that the nuisance was of a 
most dangerous nature, and that it ought to bé forthwith removed. 
Notice was accordingly served upon the Western Gas Company, 
requiring them to discontinue the discharge within seven days; but 
the engineer had, since the expiration of that period, again inspected 
the drains, and had reported, on the 15th of October—“ I have this 
day inspected the drains issuing from the premises of the Western 
Gas Company at Kensal-green. I found the water discharged from 
those drains still impregnated with gar products, although steps 
appeared to have been taken to mitigate the intensity of the foul 
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matter, and to keep it from flowing into the sewer.’’ In the report 
which Mr. Lovick presented at the last court, he stated— 

‘* Pursuant to the order of the court of yeeterday, the 27th instant, on 
Messrs. Freeman and Bothamley’s letter, complaining of the escape 
of gas refuse from the Western Gas Works, I have to report that, upon 
inspection of the locality, I found a drain leading from the Western Gas 
Factory at Kensal-green discharging gas refuse into a covered drain, 
which has it outlet in the main sewer leading from Kensal New Town, 
and which passes under the Great Western Railway at this point, and 
ultimately discharges through the covered Counter’s-creek Sewer into 
the Kensington Canal, below the basin and lock, I have traced the gas 
tefuse from its exit from the premises of the gas company to the covered 
portion of the estareesek | Sewer, and a very peculiar smell resulting 
from such refuse is very distinctly and most offensively perceptible. There 
are ae of discharge from the works besides the one particularly 
mentioned, into an open ditch running on the southern and western 
boundaries of the company’s premises. The evils arising from the dis- 
charge of this gas refuse into the sewers are not confined to noxious 
smells, but life is probably seriously endangered by its presence in the 
sewers ; and should men enter the sewers, as they will have to do from 
time to time, with lights, property may be also seriously affected by an 
explosion, which appears to me highly probable under such circum- 
stances.” 

It appeared, therefore, that the discharge had not been discontinued. 
That morning, indeed, he (Mr. Woolrych) had received the 
following letter of complaint from Messrs. Freeman and Bothamley, 
of Coleman-street :— 
“ 39, Coleman-street, Oct. 31, 1853, 
‘*MoRLAND EstareE. 

** Gentlemen,—Our agent has again written us that gas tar is still 
allowed to run into the sewers from the gas-works, to the prejudice and 
inconvenience of the inhabitants on this estate. We observe that you are 
taking proceedings against the gas company with reference thereto, and 
seeking to enforce a penalty of £50 against them for so doing; but, unless 
this fine can be imposed for each successive offence, we are afraid it will 
not have the effect of stopping the nuisance. 

‘* We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 
‘*FREEMAN AND BoTHAMLEY. 

‘The Commissioners of Sewers.” 

He (Mr. Woolrych) had received, at various times, at least twenty 
other letters complaining of the nuisance occasioned by this discharge 
of refuse into the sewers in that neighbourhood. As the nuisance 
had not been discontinued according to the notice served upon the 
company, the secretary was now summoned to show cause why the 
company should not be fined £50 for the offence which they had 
committed. 

Mr. Barner, the secretary of the Western Gas Company, said: 
I appear in answer to the summons, and I am afraid that I svand in a 
very disadvantageous position, for, if any nuisance is discovered in 
the neighbourhood of gas works, it is always very natural to attribute 
its origin to the gas works. I think, however, in this case, that I 
shall be able to show that the nuisance with which the Western Com- 
pany has been charged is founded entirely on a misapprehension on 
the part of the officers of the commissioners. I certainly must plead 
‘* Not guilty”’ to the charge ; in short, I entirely deny it. No offen- 
sive matter whatever has ever passed from our company’s works into 
any drain communicating with a public sewer. It is an entire mis- 
take. The directors have always given the strictest orders to their 
engineer and their officers not to allow any such matters to pass into 
the sewers; and, indeed, the matters that would cause a nuisance 
such as that complained of are of considerable value to a gas com- 
pany, being principally ammoniaeal liquor and tar, which we sell at 
great advantage, as I can show by the contracts which I have brought 
with me. It is, therefore, obviously very much to the loss and dis- 
advantage of the company to allow any of those matters to pass away 
into the sewers. I am now, however, prepared to show that since 
the period named in the notice—namely, the 7th of October last— 
nothing of this nature has taken place. ‘The board, on receiving that 
notice, gave their engineer the strictest orders on the subject, and he 
will give evidence which will, I think, satisfy you that no such offence 
has existed; and that the sewers are, as far as the Western Gas 
Company is concerned, perfectly clean and free from any such offensive 
matters. Perhaps, before the case is entered into, you will allow me 
to have read the particular section of the act under which these pro- 
ceedings are taken. The matter is entirely novel to me; and, 
though I have carefully perused the Metropulitan Sewers’ Act, I have 
not been able to discover any section under which the commissioners 
have power to inflict a penalty for any offence committed against their 
regulations. I trust, however, that I thall be able to show to your 
complete satisfaction that the infliction of a penalty in this case 
would be an actual injustice, since we are entirely innocent of the 
accusation. 

The Cuarrman: As to your observation with regard to the juris- 
diction of the commissioners, if you refer to the act you will find, 
in the first place, in the 37th section, that very general termsiare 
employed; and that all sewers, drains, watercourses, &c., and ** other 
works and apparatus ”’ for collecting or discharging of surface water, 
spring-water, “ filth, and refuse of all descriptions,” are subjected to 
“the survey, order, and control of ths commissioners, and subject to 
the regulations and restrictions of this act.”” The 145th section further 
confers upon the Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers all the powers 
exercised by the ancient commissioners of sewers, as secured by the 
memorable statute of Henry VIII. 

Mr. Barner: Then, is the power of fining exercised under the 
statute of Henry VIII., and not under any section of the modein 
enactment? 

The Cuarrman: The fine is a species of jurisdiction which all 
commissioners of sewers have exercised from very ancient times. 
The custom has been immemorial. 

Mr. Barnzer: Then it is not founded upon any express enactment, 
but merely upon its antiquity? 

The Cuarnman: There are precedents of long standing both as 





regards the old commissioners and the present body. The present 
commissioners have very frequently exercised their jurisdiction in this 
way, by the infliction of fines for contraventions of the sewers’ law, 
There can be no doubt whatever of the jurisdiction of the commis. 
sioners, which has always been so exercised, There are records in) 
the office of many precedents, and there cannot be any dispute as to! 
their competency to inflict fines in such cases. Now, you are sum.| 
moned here to-day to show cause why you should not be fined for! 
the commission of the offence described. The commissioners had} 
evidence before them as to the nuisance, and on that evidence issued 
the summons. Gas refuse had been poured, it appeared, from your! 
works into the sewers, which occa-ioned a great nuisance, and one| 
very prejudicial to the health of those resident in the locality. If, 
you can show that the offence is not attributable to you, we shall be} 
very happy to receive your statement or explanation. 

Mr. Barner: If we were guilty of the off-nce, I would be very 
candid with you, and admit it at once. I repeat, however, that it is! 
founded entirely on a mistake, and that we are altogether innocent of| 
thecharge. I hope, therefore, that you will allow me to call my wit- | 
nesses, and disprove it. If I am allowed to examine Mr. Lovick, the} 


engineer, perhaps the matter may be cleared up. 
Mr. 7. Lovick was then called and sworn. 
Mr. Barzer: May I ask you where you examined the drains? 
Mr. Lovick: Just outside the premises of the Western Gas Com- 


any. 
4 Mr. Wootryen: We had better examine Mr. Lovick first, and take 
his evidence as to the nuisance. Mr. Barber can then put his ques-| 
tions. Mr. Lovick, you were directed, I believe, by the court to, 
examine the drains of the Western Gas Company, Kensal-green? | 

Mr. Lovick: Yes, I observed a drain leading from the Western Gas 
Company’s premises in Kensal-green, having an outlet in Kensal New 
Town, passing under one of the abutments of the bridge of the Great 
Western Raiiway, and ultimately discharging into the Kensington; 
Canal. 
Mr. Wootrycu: Did you observe anything discharging into that 
drain? 

Mr. Lovick: I ovserved a very great discharge of gas refuse into 
the drain. | 

Mr. Wootrycu : How near the premises of the Western Gas Com. | 
pany did you first observe that discharge ? 

Mr. Lovick : About 4 ft. 6 in. from the fence of the premises of the 
company. That was the point of outlet of this drain into another. 

Mr. Wooieycu: Did you, at that distance of four feet and a half, 
see gas liquor in the drain? 

Mr. Lovick: Yes. 

Mr. Wootrycu: Are you sure that it was gas refuse? 
you ascertain that it was gas refuse? 

Mr. Lovick: First by the appearance, and next by the smell. 
The Cuairman: Do I understand you right that there is a sewer 
running parallel to the front of the gas works? 

Mr. Lovick: It is a ditch. 

The Cuairman: And then there is a drain coming apparently from 
the gas works, and running into that ditch ? | 

Mr. Lovick: Yes, | 

The Cuarrman: The liquor you noticed in that drain came from 
the direction of the gas works ? | 

Mr. Lovick: There is do doubt of it. The drain belongs to the gas 
works, 

Mr. Wootrycu: Is it a sewer or a drain? 

Mr. Lovick ; It is a drain, | 
The Cuatnman: I don’t think that much depends upon that, be- 
cause the refu,e gets subsequently from the drain into the sewer. 

By Mr. €Vootxycu : The drain where I observed the liquor belongs | 
to the gas works. It comes from the gas works. I observed the 
discharge of gas refuse at two or three places along the whole of the 
line of the ditch, The water was impregnated with gas refuse || 
coming from the works, and a branch ditch on the west side of the 
fence was also impregiated with it. Both outside and inside the), 
fence it was impregnated with the refuse. 

Mr. Barper: Were there any stoppages to that drain ? 

Mr. Lovi-k: Not when I first examined it. 

Mr. Barser: When was your first examination ? 

Mr. Lovick : On the 28th of September. | 

Mr. Barser: Then I presume, from your answer, that on a subse- 
quent inspection you did find some stoppages ? 

Mr. Lovick: Yes. When I examined the drain on the 26th of; 
Oc'ober, I found some slates at two or three open points in the ditch. | 

Mr. Barser: Have you any sample of the liquor you took from || 
there ? 

Mr. Lovick: I have some samples, which I took about the 28th of 
September. 

Mr. Barser (to the chairman): But I apprehend, Sir, that we 
cannot enter into anything that relates to a period before the 7th of 
October, the date of the notice served upon us, We are here to-day 
to show cause why we should not be fined for neglecting that notice, 
which required us to discontinue the alleged nuisance by that day. 
I apprehend, therefore, that we must contine ourselves to what was|| 
observed subsequent to the 7th of October, in order to show that any 
nuisance has really existed since then. 

Mr. Wootrycu: The date is under a videlicet, and I apprehend 
it is of no importance as to the day, if we can prove the existence of 
the nuisance which forms the ground of complaint. 

Mr Barner: We are not here for the original offence ; but for the 
repetition of it since we received the notice to discontinue it. I think, 
therefore, that we would only be confusing the case to import into it 
anything relating to an antecedent period. 

A Commissioner: You have already denied that you ever com- 
mitted the offence at all. Do you mean now to say that you admit 
the existence of the nuisance at one period, but that you have dis- 
continued it since you received the notice? 
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Mr. Barner: I certainly deny that we ever were guilty of the 
offence at all. 

The CHarrMAN said that they would confine themselves to the 
report made by Mr. Lovick as to the condition of these drains subse- 

uent to the expiration of the notice. 

Mr. Alexander Wright was then called by Mr. Barzer, and, having 
been sworn,"he stated : I am the engineer and manager of the Western 
Gas Company. The instructions which I have received from our 
|directors were, that I should strictly avoid doing anything which 
|might occasion a nuisance, or which might be complained of as a 
| nuisance ; and those instructions I have always adhered to. Formerly 
'the surface drainage of the worke was carried on through a covered 

culvert; but, as this was not so immediately under my inspection as 
to enable me to see what passed through it, I shut it up, and con- 
structed an open ditch right through our works. By the drainage of 
our works I mean the surface drainage, and of course in all large 
manufactories there must be occasionally some amount of impregna- 
|tion from the materials used in the business carried on. I apprehend 
|that it is impossible to carry on a large business without that; but I 
think I shall be able to show that we carry on ours with the greatest 
' amount of cleanliness and the least offence of any other gas company. 
As, in the open ditch I had made, there was a chance of occasionally 
getting a little impregnation of tar, I made the trench abcut eight feet 
wide, and constructed several traps so as to stop any offensive matters 
|from passing through the drain into the sewer. In these traps the 
water passed below one trap and over another, thus effectually inter- 
|rupting the passage of any other matters. 
| The Cuarrman: I don’t quite understand the form of your traps. 
Mr. Wright: They are very simple. They consist, first of all, of a 
|clay partition sunk into the clay of the ditch. The water passes over 
|this about an inch below the surface. About two feet further, we 
| have another trap which allows the water to pass below it, and by an 
jarrangement of three of these, we find that we can stop any matters 
most effectually, and prevent them from passing out of the drain. It 
|is certainly obviously to our interest to retain all these products, and 
jnot to allow them to pass into the drains, when we can profitably 
| dispose of them; and I must utterly deny that any quid ammonia 
|or refuse has ever passed into the sewers. A few particles may have 
|probably escaped, and I dare say you gentlemen know how large 
|a surface of water would be covered by a small portion of tar. 
| Three of the traps—or, rather, the series of traps (tor I call the three 
one trap) —which I have described have been constructed within the 
works ; and I not only did that, but I conducted the whole of the 
| drainage from our works along my own garden-wall, in order that I 
|might have continually under my eye everything that passed from 
the works. I passed the ditch every day; I examined it, and I am 
|prepared to swear to you, gentlemen, that I would drink with the 
greatest pleasure an average pint of anything that ever went for the 
last month into that drain from our works. Of course, in gas works 
there must be some little refuse with the surface drainage, for, if coke 
is torn out of a retort, some particle of tar may be disunited; but this 
I trap effectually before it reaches your sewer, so that it cannot 
occasion any offence. Sometimes we have a little tar spilt, and one 
pint of that distributed over the whole length of the drain would take 
three months to get rid of it. The three traps I constructed on pur- 
ose to catch any matter that might accidentally come into the drain. 
This ditch, which is in front of my own house, is common to the 
railway company and ourseives, It isnot the property of the Com- 
missioners of Sewers, I apprehend, as we have permission from the 
| Great Western Railway Company to use it; and we had, therefore, 
| @ perfect right to trap it. Now, my impression is that what, the engi- 
|meer saw in the ditch, and what is complained of, is really what I 
have stopped there for the last fortnight. 
| Mr, Lovick, in reply to the chairman, stated that when he examined 
jthe ditch on the 26th of October, he observed three slate traps, 
|such as described by Mr. Wright. On the 28th of September he had 
{noticed a great deal of gas refuse coming from both the drain and the 
open ditch. On the 26th of October, however, the discharge of the 
| gas refuse had apparently ceased torun from the drain, but it continued 
|in the ditch, 
|, Mr. Wright: Iam ready to accompany your inspector to the spot, 
jim order to satisfy him that no offensive gas matters can go, or do go, 
through this ditch at all. What he has seen is the trappings which 
| we have caught within the last fortnight, in order to avoid any offence, 
The traps which I have placed there interrupt everything objectionable, 
and prevent it from passing down the drain. We are quite ready to 
have our works inspected, and give you every facility, for I am con- 
|fident that we can satisfy you that it isa mistake, The explanation 
|Lhave given is really honest ; and I am sure that, if your inspector 
| Were more familiar with these matters, he would be quite satisfied 
of the truth of my statement, which I am ready to confirm by 
| evidence, 
| Mr. Lovick, in reply to a commissioner, stated that he had not any 
sample of the liquor in the ditch on the 26th of October. On that 
|day he had reported that it existed in a mitigated form. 
| The Cuarrman: To what do you attribute the mitigation > 

Mr. Lovick: The flow from the collateral drain appeared to have 
been stopped, and an attempt appeared also to have been made to stop 
that from the open ditch. 

Mr. Wright: I have given you my solemn oath that none what- 
ever of this refuse has gone into the drain, except the most minute 
quantities ; and these were trapped, and no doubt were seen by the 
inspector, as they had not been skimmed off, having only lately accu- 
mulated. Your inspector, I think, has been mistaken. N othing has 
passed along the drain at all; what he has seen was only what was 
collected by the traps. 

Pa Cuarnman: Do you say that nothing whatever has passed 
ia 
g? 
Mr. Wright: No; none whatever. 

















The Cuarrman: But you know that small quantities may make a 
very great nuisance. 

Mr. Wright: If you examine into this matter, you will find that we 
have taken every precaution, and that nothing whatever has really 
passed into the sewer. 

Mr. Barser: We are quite open to any course the chairman may 
suggest, that the matter may be fully and fairly investigated. 

The Cuarrman: We do not want to press with any — — 
you, but we must insist upon this being totally and entirely dis- 
continued. I think that we might adjourn the summons, and have 
another inspection. Mr. Wright, if we adjourn the summons, will you 
give every facility to our inspector in investigating the source of the 
evil? 

Mr. Wright: I will give him every assistance in that respect, but I 
cannot undertake to make any alterations in the works. I will allow 
Mr. Lovick to examine the whole of our works, and tosee the outlets, &c. 

The Cuarrman: If you don’t discontinue the nuisance entirely, we 
will be compelled to stop up your drains altogether. We do not 
require your permission to examine your works—we can do so with- 
out your consent, but we would rather do it without causing any 
disagreeable feeling. You must understand distinctly that the court 
insists upon this nuisance being removed fully and completely, and 
that we expect that every assistance will be given to our officers. I 
am sure that the secretary will see the propriety of doing so, 

Mr. Barzer expressed his perfect willingness to afford the officers 
of the commissioners every facility. He hoped that the commissioners 
would see that their notice was not treated with indifference, but that 
it had met with every attention from the company. 

The Cuairman: I really think it right that I should state that the 
impression made upon my mind by many reports presented to this 
court, but not in evidence to-day, was that some months ago your 
company was directed to withdraw this nuisance, and that you were 
aware of several very strong representations which had been made on 
the subject. 

Mr. Baxser: I was really not aware that any such complaints had | 
been made. We did not receive any, and I have here now some) 
medical men residing in the neighbourhood, who are prepared to—— | 

The Cuarnrman: Well, I am only stating the impression on my 
mind. It may be erroneous, but it certainly is my impression that | 
you were aware of this nuisance, and that you did not attempt to 
remove it until you saw that the commissioners were determined to 
have it removed; and that you then took some remedies which were | 
only partially effectual. Even now the commissioners are willing to | 
give you every opportunity of completely removing it; but it must be 
removed effectually and completely, and not in the half measure you 
have been doing. If you don’t remove it, then the court must only 
order the drains to be blocked up. 

Mr. Barser: I am sorry that that prejudice should remain on your 
mind. 

The Cuarrman: It is not a prejudice, sir. You must not use that 
expression. You must withdraw that expression. 

Mr. Barner: Well, with reference to that impression, would you 
allow me to call several medical gentlemen who reside in the neigh- 
bourhood, and who will give their assurance —— 

The Cuarrman: I think it will be perfectly unnecessary. Our 
engineer will inspect the drain again, and report to the court upon it, 

The case was accordingly adjourned for a fortnight. 





THE COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY, 

The complaint against this company was that they had not dis- 
continued (after notice had been served upon them by the court) a 
discharge of gas refuse from their works at Stepney into the sewer in 
Vincent-street. 

Mr. Wooxrycu said that subsequently to the expiration of the 
notice served upon this company to discontinue this nuisance, Mr. 
Roe, the engineer of the district, had reported that the offence had 
still continued; and, a person having been placed near the drain lead- 
ing from the company’s works, samples of the refuse were taken, and 
could be produced if required. Mr. Woolrych then read the follow- 
ing letter which had been received from the secretary of the Commer- 
cial Gas Company :— 

** Commercial Gas Company’s Offices, Stepney, Oct. 29, 1853. 

“‘ Sir,—My attention has been directed to a report of the proceedings of 
the Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers in the Times of this day, in 
which it is stated that Mr. Roe reports, ‘ an escape of gas had been noticed 
since the order of the court had been served upon this company,’ dated the 
14th of October inst. I beg to inform you that that notice was laid before 
the board of directors, and the following resolution was passed :— 

“« ¢Resolved,—That, if there be any drain from this company’s works 
into the metropolitan sewers, it be a peremptory instruction to the com- 
pany’s engineer to block up and prevent any liquor or other matter 
passing into the said sewers.’ 

“ That resolution has been strictly adhered to; and I respectfully, and, 
at the same time, positively, assert that no liquor whatever has passed 
from these works since the notice above alluded to, 

‘I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
“G.W. Woolrych, Esq.” “ G. Jaques, Secretary. 


Mr. Marten, the solicitor to the company, appeared in answer to 
the summons, and briefly examined the person who had made the 
inspection on Oct. 17. Mr. Marten said that the Commercial Gas 
Company ran all their refuse into a tank, and that, as the drain in 
question had been stopped up, it was impossible that any refuse 
could have been carried from their works into the sewer. € pro- 
bability was that some old refuse had been carried out by the rain- 
water, 

The Cuarrman said that they would deal with this case as with the 
former. The summons would stand adjourned for a fortmight, and, 
in the interim, every facility, he hoped, would be given by the com- 
pany to the officers of the court, in order that this nuisance might be 
speedily and effectually stopped. 
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THE GREAT CENTRAL GAS COMPANY. 


Mr. Massey, the secretary of the Great Central Gas Company, | 


appeared in answer to a summons charging that company with having 
discharged a quantity of refuse from their works at Bow-common 
into one of the public sewers. Mr. Massey stated that the company 
were not the manufacturers of their gas, and that the representations 
received from the court had been sent to the manager, who was 
present to answer the complaint. 

The Cuarnman: You are the parties responsible, however. 

Mr. Massey: Of course. Our manager is, however, here, and will 
make his defence. 

Mr. Wootrycu then read the following report from Mr. G. Roe, 
dated Sept. 20, 1853 :— 

‘¢ Pursuant to the authority given me at the court held at Greek-street, 
the 6th of September, I entered the premises on Monday, the 19th instant, 
at eleven A.M., at Bow-common. I caused openings to be made in the 
drain passing through the premises. It appeared that large quantities of 
matter had been, and were still, flowing through the drain, no doubt to 
flush out the same, and prevent detection; but on examining the interior 
of the 12-inch drain, it was half full of deposit, which was thoroughly 
impregnated with gas refuse and foul matter; and, on examining the 
same, sufficient proof was given of large quantities of offensive matter 
having been recently discharged through the drain in question. I also 
examined a large tank which contained a considerable quantity of liquid 
matter, precisely the same as the samples taken from this drain outside 
the premises on the 16th of June, 1853, leaving no doubt as to the con- 
tinual practice of some person or persons connected with this establish- 
ment discharging this foul matter through the drain in question, which is 


partly the cause of the numerous’ complaints made within the last two | 


years.” 


Notice was accordingly served upon the Great Central Company to 
discontinue this nuisance; and Mr. Roe having, subsequent to the 
expiration of that notice, re-examined the drain, reported the dis- 
charge to have ceased. On October 25, however, Mr. Roe presented 
the following report :— 


| receptacle by other works. | 


| afforded to their engineer in inspecting the works, 


*« I have to state that a report was presented to the general committee 
on Tuesday, the 18th instant, wherein I stated that no discharge of gas 
refuse had taken place from the Great Central Gas Company’s works since 
the expiration of the seven days’ notice of the 14th instant, up to the date 
of the above report. I have now further to state that, having continued 
to keep watch over the drain from the above premises, a portion of gas 
refuse was collected at 10 p.m. on the 18th instant, which appears more 
diluted than the previous samples taken from the same drain, plainly 
showing that there is a disposition to continue the objectionable practice.” 

Mr. A. H. Still, the manager of the Great Central Gas Works, in 
defence assured the commissioners that the drain which ran through 
their premises into the public sewer had no communication whatever 
with their works, and that consequently no refuse could pass through 
it from their premises. He had reason, however, to believe that this 
drain had been for a long time used as a receptacle for such refuse by 
other gas works; and of course, in heavy rains, the old deposit was 
washed into the sewer, and appeared to come from the direction of 
the Great Central works. There was no communication, however, 
between their works and the drain in question. 

Mr. Roe said that where he had opened the drain, inside the Great 
Central Company’s works, he had observed large quantities of refuse, 
as stated in his report, but that above that point the water was per- 
fectly pure ; so that the presence of the gas refuse in the other portion 
of the drain could not have arisen from the washing of any old 
deposit, ut 

Mr. Still said that, having had occasion to open this drain some 
time ago, in order to clear out the whole of the muck and filth, he 
had found a very large accumulation of gas matters there; and he 
was justified, therefore, in surmising that it had been used as a 





The Cuarrman said that they would deal with this as they had done} 
with the two former cases. e 
Mr. Still assured the chairman that every facility should be) 


The case was then adjourned for a fortnight. 





Dr. 


To proprietors’ paid-up capital..............++.... £130,002 0 0 








To borrowed capital ......cccee-soccscccccccccese 20,000 0 0 
To sundry creditors, viz. :— 
Open accounts ......+..++.. £3,747 19 2 
Under acceptance .......-.... 5,972 14 10 
9,720 14 0 
To creditors in respect of further outlay at Belmont. 939 1 8 
To unclaimed dividends... ........s+sccccseesseess 74710 1 
ey PRUNE I 9.006. <.t0soneses eedbste decieecése 84117 6 
To profit and loss (profit undivided) .. ........... 2,689 11 6 





£164,940 14 9 


Revenve Account, ror THE Harr Year Enp1ING Dec. 31, 1852. 
MO GOU CORBET) bo sic-6:6060:006:0. 500500. 00560008000008 £4,274 2 6; By gas .. ..... iin Ge oo 
To wages, gas making .......---- Cvceecces coves 1,220 12 2 | By meter rental .. ...cccccccceccccces cocccce ove 229 0 0 
To lime, water, and oil .......... Ree Veiaistebwipieleeies 390 11 6 | By coke and breeze ....... Se ere esse epieee 722 7 2 
To incidental expenses, gas making ...-++.....+4- 66 4 8| Bytar...... dieing Sd we ae-Tie eee senda Ee ReeetS 196 10 11 
et WONG BOROWE «..15.6.00:40 0 s00nces000es 6065000084 395 10 8 | By refuse lime ..........- tees eapeee Veae eeseee ” 1819 6 
To lamplighting... ...0..-seeeesseeeeeereers woeee 448 14 3) By Belmont estate rents... ...+.....-00 oe ceecee 10 2 2 
To repairing lamps .... 0c. .cccscce.cseccecececces 120 11 3 
To restoring pipes o...ccsccese sseccsceee oe tecce 86 17 11 
To direction and salaries ........ Vassetsesees oe ces 1,120 2 3 
To rents, rates, and taxes ..........++-- sceceniaee-eiw 173 7 0 
To stationery and printing ...... ...seeeeee ceeeee 65 2 0 
To incidental office expenseS...+......eecesceesees 121 19 11 
To interest on mortgages ......seeee veeeeeeeees oe 336 2 9 
UNCON IND 6506s0ccccdecce doe eve cesies cess 2,170 6 J 








£10,990 4 12 


RevenveE Account, FOR THE Hatr YEAR ENDING JuNE 30, 1853. 


OE LEY nccccccccsesccatesecsoescessosen SeREE © 7 
To wages, gas making .......... sasweneeseesed eve 1,213 9 3 
EEE Keatnepedasna tree 40ers naresenesev onesies 244 12 2 
To water, oil, and sundries ..........ssesceseccees 164 19 6 
| a ee er 465 1 10 
To restoring pipes and meters .........++++...... ° 120 3 1 
To lamplighting ........00..-.++5 dine wo decen elias 466 0 9 
ZO FOPSITING TAMIYG 6 0.00 co ccce cesevesces 8000 ceseee 12119 3 
To direction and salaries ........00.0 see seeeceees 1,320 15 1 
To rents, rates, and taxes .....cecereesercesesecss 176 2 4 
To stationery and printing . .......eecessersssesee 80 5 0 
To incidental expenses........ceeeceeceecescoeees 174 17 11 
To interest On Mortgages .. +e... .c0 sees sees eccees 45315 8 
PEG HE 1OORi6:n:0.00.00:009006.00.0005 004000040004 8,018 14 7 





£12,864 17 0 





GenuraL Batance Suext, June 30, 1853. 


WESTERN (CANNEL) GAS LIGHT COMPANY. | 
| 









By freehold land, buildings, plant, machinery, and 4 
apparatus, at Kensal-green..........--eeeee+~+ £61,808 18 5 
By trunk-mains, and mains and services, laid through- 
out the several districts ......ce-eeeeeseseeee 
By meters, burners, lamp-posts, and lamps, fitted up 


for use Of CONSUMETS.....ceesseeeceee-cooss-see 6,169 19 1} 
By Belmont property ....++...... bina. Lae o Sy 
BE CUNO DURAND sissies neiccces ssccececeees cee 1 6% 
By preliminary expenses .......-++ - £34,258 12 3 
Less instalments on shares forfeited, 
and interest on arrears.......... 8,952 12 2 
—— 25,306 0 | 
I ARE GOES issicsteireresticcimuwes See =o 
By stock in trade ......cccccessecccecccccccccscee 1,810 16 8! 
ee er 


———— 


| 
a } 
£164,940 14 | 


£10,990 4 11 


GG vindccn once tess eveseccssecsesescoescscs +s SIMS § F 
By meter rental. ........-cccceccsesseccsscee sees 263 5 6 
BY COKC ..ccccce cecvee os dake eseeenevenwewes 922 6 2 
By breeze .......-ccee-sccccccescccccerces cece ee 69 18 2 
By tar and gas liquor... oo....ee.ss see ceeeenceces 223 1 5 





£12,864 17 9 





THE HYDRO-CARBON GAS AT SOUTHPORT. 
COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING, OCT. 11, 1853. 

The gas committee recommended to the general board that Mr. W. 
Latham be employed for three months on trial as superintendent of 
the gas works, at a salary of £1 per week. Accounts to the amount 
of £39, 2s, 2d. were submitted to the finance committee. Receipts, 
£24, 7s, 1d. 





Mr. B. Smitu begged to move the passing of the report, with —" 
exception of that portion which referred to the recommendation 0 
the committee that a person be appointed as manager of the gas 
works, which he thought was quite uncalled for and unnecessary. 

Mr. Jackson said, Mr. Smith might speak for himself, and not for 
the committee; for the committee were all against him on that 


| 
. 46,270 4 o| 
| 








question, 
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Mr. B. Smrtu: Not all. 
Mr. Jackson: Yes; every one. 
Mr. B. Smiru: Mr. Sutton is not. 
Mr. Hunt thought it was high time that they should speak up 
about this matter. It was necessary that something should be said. 
|The gas had been deficient for some time, and much mismanagement 
and mistake evidently prevailed. What it arose from he could not 
exactly xf but he believed that it was highly necessary that some 
one should be appointed who knew more about the matter than the 
t inspectors. The gas was continually going out, and con- 

stantly jumping; all arising from inefficient management. He 
begged leave to move as an amendment, that the accounts do pass 
with the recommendation from the gas committee. 

The Cuarrman said it would be sufficient for Mr. Hunt to move 
that the accounts do pass. 

Mr. Jackson seconded the proposition. 

Mr. C. Smrrn asked whether the proposed appointment was an 
additional one, or whether the person recommended was to supersede 
another at present engaged ? 


have the sole control, and be liable for all errors and mistakes. 

Mr. Sattuovss corroborated the statement of Mr. Hunt relative to 
the gas supplied. There was more air than gas passed through the 
pipes. The gas works were not managed, and never had been 
managed, as they ought to be. 


Mr. Pearson begged to support the proposition of Mr. Hunt, that 
these accounts do pass as they now stand. He had paid some atten- 
tion to this matter; and he agreed with Mr. Salthouse that the gas 
had never been manufactured and managed in a proper manner, He 
considered also that the accounts showed a continually increasing 
|expenditure on the part of the town for this estate, and they at present 
hardly knew the condition in which they were placed. Their capital 
account amounted to £5600; and their revenue last year, at 6s, 8d. 
per 1000 feet of gas, amounted to between £900 and £1000. Now, he 
maintained that the gas cost the town at least 10s. per 1000 feet. 
Here was £200 placed to the debit of the revenue account, which 
| they had no right whatever todo. There was no foundation what- 
|ever for such a thing. There was no surplus revenue in the account, 
and, therefore, they could not transfer what did not exist. There was 
a large balance already to the debit of the revenue accounts; and, as 
|far as he could make it out, the gas itself had from the very first been 
\“a job.” He had no doubt that the road to the gas works was 
paved with good intentions; and that those who established them 
ne intended to benefit the town byit. But they had signally 
|failed. It had involved, as he had said before, a constantly increasing 
expenditure on the part of the town; and there had also been a con- 

stant series of complaints. Indeed, so far as he had known the town, 
| they had scarcely been without complaints ; and on one occasion they 
had been three days without gas, He thought that they hardly knew 
from the statement of these accounts what they were really paying 
for this hobby. They had got to the debit of the capital account a 





Mr. Hunt said he would have to superintend the gas works, and | 





number of sums for altering works, for retorts, and all those things 


To cash, as per last account .......00. cecccesccece - £4967 11 1 
» for gas meters ............ Rak abso eseewes 27 17 0 
et SD os cosowener neuen esosnea ° 24 11 113 
9° for tiles....... PED cenwdbawesber 4bbe sone ee 018 6 
IRIE Sib ins 5608 505646 Senwanescees » F 
» balance ..... ee re eee waeeekews bs sossenen 339 19 103 
eee Coens vecctecscces ee 200 0 0 





£5562 5 5 

















Cash on mortgage oercsccceseccces coe cersees tees. £4750 0 0 
REVENUE 
To cash for gas (at 6s. 8d. per 1000 feet)... ........ £939 8 0 
» DOME GE CRONIES 0.056560 00.5.0050 8000 200808 3117 8 
‘ rent of service pipes ......00 csccccesss 10 911 
| “ SE Un Gants ta eeuae dew ses HoneeNsy 214 0 
| ” IE os ch0ss00s snnteess Rare ee eee 210 0 
” gas burners ......- Ane wee hes peneen 1 2 4} 
” SOUT oc00cc0s ecccececacce «- £4 611 
” less estimated ............+ « £49 
aS 
” is: ca wa ednwwb oeees Sh+s see nceenene 1219 73 
” tar owing and on hand ...... 19 10 0 
” less last year ........e000.. 1710 0 
20 0 
Pm gas owing for .......... ws Bee 6 
” less owing last year ...... e- 11710 1 
90 5 4 
ND aieennsnuadisedersie sei eenbeskueepuls 91 8 1 
£1185 16 114 








'RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE OF THE SOUTHPORT IMPROVEMENT COMMISSIONERS ON ACCOUNT OF THE GAS 
WORKS, FOR THE YEAR ENDING JULY 14, 1853. 


(In continuation of the account at page 439, vol. ii.) 
CAPITAL ACCOUNT, 


By cash as per last account....... $9.08 ss 00cecenses £4449 1 3 

oo ©. f0F was mains ........000--s0 prameesneweet 116 14 10 

” day labour in altering works ........++ 57 3 8 

ee purifier, washer, and pipes .. ....+..++. 70 O11 

9 bricks and carting ......++...+-. se caee 18 10 2 

” BAS MEETS... oe ee eeeeeres oo rvsereese 48 15 0 

~ retorts for new beds and castings. ...... 7318 6 

” service pipes ......+ ee esscccccee eeeee 84 9 2 

9 firebricks, tiles, &......02+..-0.0% eoece 68 4 3 

a stone work for new lamps.......++ —— 61 0 0 

a slates, woodwork, &C....e0e0+0++ seoce 49 13 0 

‘o RN IESE i ick ac sceccves 605s 085s ous 33 16 6 

9 BE Gc eadd dan i eeiowen $d 80 0c8beee ° 3 12 11 

” paving Peewee te eee e ee eerte ettenee eee 1 6 3 

” balance of contract for gasholder......+- 432 0 0 

” sundries ...... eeeeee ee tee tee eters eee 3 19 6 

£5562 5 56 

ACCOUNT, 

By balance brought from last year ...... cocccccees £137 6 5h 

By cash for day labour... ....ccccesceccoe veceee ee 98 3 5 

9 CONN Snk5xccessuse ° és 61 7 2 

” CREE 5.55660 bhnsbseteen 201 6 iil 

” coals and carting.... 131 6 0 

” ND sin noes bobo cnse senses senaes eee 16 18 10 

” carriage of sundry articles .......-. ++. 117 6 

mn firebricks, clay, &.......... e000 eee 5 0 0 

. interest........ De eee daeiaes pie $0 227 10 O 

” superintendent's salary.......++ sebeewe 25 0 0 

” MINERS. Jancvibscnbuaebeseeseeen ee 16 2 9 

” retorts, &c. ...... seaeaceuussaereees es 23 5 6 

vd red lead, vil, &c....... ghisttecseeuen éo 22 6 6 

” CAEN cc cc wcccccs sane ‘+ $066 0006 218 

” sundries eee cee ececesees eee tteeeeee 17 6 4 

” sinking fund eee ee er eeeeeeeeseee eee 200 0 0 





which ought to have been placed to the debit of revenue, and if that 
had been done they would find that the cost of the gas supplied for 
the town to be nearly, as he had stated, 10s. per 1000, 

The Cuarrman: What is the gas sold at? 

The Crerk: Six shillings and eight pence od 1000 feet. 

Mr. Sattuouse: For wind and gas. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Prarson believed that arose from the method of manufacture, 
and that the gases in the process of manufacture were mixed ; and all 
gas makers would tell them that mixed gases were very detrimental, 
and there was also a great lossfrom them. Some £320 had been paid 
for a license for working this gas.* This, at compound interest, would 
now have amounted to £650 or £700; and he did not believe that 
they had any superior mode of manufacturing gas, or that they had 
any superior gas supplied to them; and they, certainly, paid more 
than they ought to pay. Some two or three years ago, it was proposed 
by a respectable company at Liverpool to supply the town with gas, 
and lay the mains for 2s. 6d. per 1000 feet; and, as far as his expe- 
rience went, he must say that the gas consumed at Liverpool was 
quite equal in every respect to the gas they had here. He would 
— his remarks by supporting the proposal that the accounts 

0 pass. ; 

The Caarrman: Is the Liverpool gas as bright as this? 

Mr. Pzarson: The illuminating power is, I believe, quite equal to 
what it is here. Ae 

The Cuarrman: I must say that at Manchester it is not. 

Mr. Hunt said he had had an opportunity of knowing what gas was 
in Manchester; and he knew that for the same number of lights as he 
used now he paid one-third less than he did here. 

The Cuarrman : It is 5s, in Manchester. 

Mr. Wricut and Mr. EL.intHorpe replied to the statements of Mr. 
Pearson, relative to the accounts of the gas estate, and contended 
that permanent additions to the plant were fairly and legitimately 
chargeable to the capital account. 7 aa 

Mr. Bootuxoyp, as a large consumer of gas, expressed his belief in 
the superiority of that consumed here over the ordinary coal gas, in- 
asmuch as the former did not damage goods. He should like the 
whole question relative to the management and manufacture of the 
gas to undergo a thorough investigation, and with that view he 
would propose, as a further amendment, that the report be confirmed, 
with the exception of that portion relating to the appointment of Mr. 
William Latham as gas manager, and that a committee be appointed 
to investigate the whole matters and accounts connected with the gas 
works, and report to the board as early as possible. : 

This amendment was duly seconded, and, after a short consultation, 
Mr. B. Smith and Mr, Hunt, with their respective seconders, with- 
drew their propositions in its favour, and it was passed unanimously, 

Mr. Hunt then proposed that the gas committee and the improve- 
ment committee be constituted a joint committee to carry out the 
above resolution. , 

Mr. Brown seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously. 


* Mr. White has contradicted this statement, asserting that his original contract of 
£380 included the apparatus itself, and that it entailed aloss upon him as contractor. 











£1185 16 11} 
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SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS COMPANY. 
The half-yearly meeting of this company was held on Thursday, the 
13th ult., “ Company's Offices. The venerable Jas, Montgomery, 
+, presided. 

e CuatRrMAN—(cheers)—~said, I am an old man, but I have found 
that one way of getting well through life is, on all proper occasions, 
to doasIam bid. You call me here, and I, in obedience, comply. 
have no power to make a speech, but the report will say all I could 


gay. 

Mr. Waxe then announced that the accounts had been examined 
and audited according to law, and read the following report :— 

“ Report of the Directors of the Sheffield United Gas Light Company, made 
to the twentieth ordinary meeting of the Shareholders, held at the Com- 
pany’s Offices, Shude-hill, on Thursday, Oct. 13, 1853. 

*In submitting their accounts for the past half-year, your directors 
would, in the first place, recal to your recollection the fact that during 
beg —— of that period gas has been supplied by your company at 3s. 

r eet. 

Pee Had this been the price for the whole half-year, your directors believe 

they could not have recommended the payment of a dividend, inasmuch as 

the accounts show that during the period when the price has been 3s., that 
sum has been little more than sufficient to cover the cost of production and 
incidental expenses. 

“The 3s. price having, however, applied only to the three summer 
months, when the consumption of gas is exceedingly small, the profit on 
the whole half-year, from all the company’s sources of income, amounts to 
£5543. 4s. 53d., which your directors recommend shall be applied in pay- 
ing a dividend of 20s. on each full share, and 7s. 6d. on each three-eighth 
share ; the ye pew of £148. 4s. 5jd. being carried to the depreciation fund, 
which fund will then amount to £5916. 13s. 54d. 

‘* In the present position of affairs your directors consider they shall be 
exercising a wise discretion in saying but little respecting the New Com- 
pany; they will merely state that an action has been commenced against 
that company, to recover da es for the injury and expenses sustained 
by your oo through the laying of their pipes; and that time has fully 
proved the truth of the assertion made by your directors when the new 
company’s prospectus was first issued, ‘ That it was utterly impossible for 
it to dispense with an act of Parliament,’ the great saving of applying for 
which was one of the most prominent allurements held out by its projectors, 
and one of the great elements which was to enable it to supply cheap gas. 

* They have now declared their intention to apply for an act. Should 
they do so, your board have every confidence of being able to show to Par- 
liament that the formation of a second company was wholly uncalled for, 
and that its establishment would not only be unjust to the per 7 in 
this compony, but ultimately detrimental to the public interest. And 
relying, as well on the intrinsic merits of this company as on the demerits 
of their opponents, your directors confidently anticipate that the Legislature 
will not, by an ez pos¢ facto enactment, hold out a premium for the violation 
of the law, but that the shareholders in the new company will find the 
assurances of their directors on this subject as fallacious as the often- 
repeated assertion that ‘they need not have an act,’ has been already 
proved to be. 

* The great extension and unprecedented prosperity of the town have 
rendered it advisable to make certain additions to the works. These are 
in a forward state, and your directors canuot refrain from expressing the 

eat gratification they feel in being able to assure you that the whole of 
the company’s works are in thorough repair and in a most efficient condi- 
tion. Nor can they abstain from placing on record the estimation in which 
they regard the manner in which your managing director, Mr. Unwin, has 
discharged the numerous and very arduous duties which have devolved upon 
him, and which richly entitles him to the best thanks of the shareholders. 

‘** There is one other subject on which, with considerable regret, your 
directors feel bound to remark. They allude to the letter written by Mr. 
Hoole to Mr. Alcock, which was published in the papers of the Ist of this 
month, 

“ That in writing such letter Mr. Hoole intended any slight upon your 
directors they do not for a moment believe, but they do consider that he 
acted without due regard to his position, and that they have just cause 
to complain that he should, on the strength of his individual opinion, and 
without any intimation to his colleagues, take such a step. 

(Signed) ‘© J. MonTGOMERY, Chairman. 

** Committce-room, Shude-hill, Oct. 10, 1853.” 

The Cuarrman moved the first resolution :— 

‘* That the report of the directors now produced and read to the meeting 
be approved, entered on the minutes, and a printed copy thereof, together 
with the resolutions of this meeting, sent to each of the proprietors.” 

R. Sorsy, Esq., seconded the motion, 

Mr. D. Jounson approved the report, excepting the reeommenda- 
tion of a dividend of 20s., whieh left but a small sum to go to the 
reserved fund. As they had to meet a parliamentary opposition, and 
eould not tell the result, he thought they had better take only 18s. 
He was glad to hear a report so different from that which appeared a 
week since from a party who would make gas works if they could, and 
in whose report they met with such phrases as “ badly constructed,” 
‘* dangerous,” &c. &c. He was glad to see so many old faces to-day, 
showing that few of the shareholders had sold their shares. He hoped 
they would stick to their order. 

Mr. Unwin said he would venture to recal to their minds what had 
been said and done by their opponents during the last three years, 
On Dec. 11, 1850, Mr, Alderman Schofield, in moving for a committee 
to consider the propriety of applying for an act to enable the corpora- 
tion to sell gas, said he had been told that the new tank of this 
eompany was “a most awfully bad affair,” and he dare not propose 
to purchase the present gas works, ‘‘ because the same kind of works 
might be erected now at much less cost.”” Ten months afterwards, 
in October, 1851, that committee reported that they were informed, on 
what they considered competent authority, that the cost of obtaining 
an actof Parliament and establishing gas works in Sheffield ought not 
to exceed £50,000; and that a charge of 2s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet 
would yield a remunerative profit, In bringing up this report, Alder- 
man Schofield declared that the improvements in science, and the 
reduced eost of the most important materials, would enable a new 
company to supply gas much lower and better than the present com- 

any. Ata public meeting in the Townhall, in November, 1851, Mr. 
idlaw, an engineer from Glasgow, said they might erect complete 











works, with 70 miles of mains, for £53,800, having £6200 for working | 
capital. On the 30th of August, 1852, the first stone of the new com.| 
pany’s works was laid, and Mr. Robt. Mitchell, then an active director | 
said ‘‘ they had contracted for the making of a tank which, while it 
would be larger than that of the old company, would be made at £5000 
or £6000 less cost; and that they had let all their contracts on 
beneficial terms,” At the same time, Mr. Mycock read a letter from 
Mr. Palmer, their first engineer, which stated that the works would 
be completed within the amount stipulated, £60,000. At the half. 
yearly meeting of the new company, on Oct. 6, 1852, Mr. Michael 
Beal, a shareholder, said “ the old company’s enormous capital, their 
amateur engineering, and their extravagant expenditure, all prevented 
their being the great pioneers in carrying out cheap gas to a vast 
population like this,” At their half-yearly meeting on April 6, 1853, 
Mr. Wolstenholme, their second engineer (Palmer having been dis. 
charged), in his report said ‘* that the whole expenditure would not 
exceed £40,000; that the works would be completed, and the com. 
pany ready to sell gas, by the end of that month; and that superior | 
gas could be supplied at much less than 3s. per 1000 cubic feet.” At 
their half-yearly meeting last week, Mr. Hedley, their third engineer 
(Wolstenholme, their second, having been discharged), in his report 
says they have got a retort-house badly constructed; retort beds, 
with furnaces, also badly constructed; condensers injudiciously 
placed; a scrubber not in proper working order, requiring great care 
and attention to prevent a reaction on the hydraulic main; tar pipes 
dangerously placed; a governor which does not work correctly ; and | 
the only gasholder they had, had been blown away by the storm; | 
the large tank just completed, he says, is six inches too small for the 
gasholder ; aa the several roofs of the buildings have sustained | 
damage, This was what their own engineer said. The chairman | 
said, in respect to the accounts, that they have not been certified by 
the auditor, but, as produced then, showed £40,000 had been ex. 
pended ; that they had been unfortunate in their choice of a book- 
keeper, and soon. Mr. Harvey, a director, said, ‘‘ I have to charge 
Mr. Wilson (a late director, and the most prominent promoter of the 
company) with making ferrules of dog metal, which are now leaking 
all over the town.” I can corroborate that. We are constantly | 
seeking for escapes, which when discoyered are found to come from | 
their mains. These, then, were the facts. The Town Council’s report, 
in 1851, said that works as good, or better than those of the com- | 
pany’s, could be erected and legal!y established for £50,000. Laid- | 
law, in November, 1851, said £53,000 and odd; Palmer, in August, 
1852, said under £60,000; Wolstenholme, in April, 1853, said 
£40,000; and the chairman, last week, said they had spent £40,000, | 
But the works were far from complete. Mr. Unwin thus went on to | 
contrast the works of the two companies. Their engineer's report 
says they have retorts capable of making 285,000 feet of gas per day. 
We have retorts capable of making 1,000,000 feet per day, and when | 
those we are now building are all completed, we shall be able to make 
1,500,000 per day. Their scrubber, condenser, and purifier, will | 
bear no comparison to ours, They have two gasholder tanks: one s0 | 
leaky as to require a steam-engine to work almost night and day to 
pump water into it; and the other is yet untried, but reported by 
their engineer to be six inches too small for the gasholder which was 
made for it. We have twelve gasholder tanks. ‘hey have not a, 
gasholder; we have twelve gasholders. The last we put up, cost | 
with the tank (but exclusive of land, valves, and connections) more 
than £7000. Contrast with Alderman Schofield’s opinion that this 
was ‘an awfully bad affair,’”’ the opinion of Mr, King, of Liverpool, 
one of the highest authorities in gas engineering, and whose iepo.t 
the directors had thought it right to obtain :—*‘ ‘The new gasholder, 
recently erected at a short distance from these stations, is a very) 
noble specimen of modern gas engineering; it is a most valuable 
addition to your works, and I doubt not that the advantage which 
will be gained by this increase to the stowage room, will fully justity 
the amount which has been expended in its construction.’’ From 
the first day of the gasholder being set to work (now nearly three 
years ago) to the present hour, not a drop of water had been put into 
the tank except rain; and every time it rained the tank overflowed, 
proving it to be perfectly water-tight. After this, I think 1 may 
with safety pass over in silence what ignorant and interested people 
say of it. The new company have one governor, which their engineer 
says does not act correctly: we have six, all in good working order, | 
and in excellent condition. They have not a station meter: we have | 
three, which have cost and are now worth more than £1000, They | 
have about 20 miles of mains, without a valve in them: we have | 
nearly 100, with 30 or 40 valves. They have consumers’ meters, 
which have cost from £500 to £1000: we have consumers’ meters, 
which have cost and are now worth above £10,000. They have no | 
act of Parliament; and if they cannot get one, the consequences will, 
as they say in their own report, be “ too serious to contemplate’’: we | 
have an act, which they say cost £12,000, and they will be clever | 
people if they get one for less— (laughter) —having already spent more | 
than £4000 in trying to do without one. As to their works, their 
land is not paid for: we have works in Earl-street, Brown-street, 
Bow-street, Spring-street, Effingham-street, and, last but not least, 
here in the Market-place, where we have nearly two acres of land, 
all freehold, and covered with buildings. Let the shareholders |) 
compare their property with ours, and they would see that the 
much-talked-of capital of this company was nothing to what that of 
the new company would be before they got a property equal in value | 
to that of this company. He assured the shareholders they had) 
nothing to fear in the longrun, They might have to go without 3) 
dividend or two, but in doing it they should send their opponents | 
headlong into the Gazette. (Cheers and laughter.) 

Mr. A. M‘Turx agreed with Mr. Johnson that they had better 
only divide 18s. this half-year, and leave 2s. for the next. He hoped 
for more, although it did appear that the working expenses for the 
last quarter had taken nearly all the profits. | 

Mr. Lockwoop: We have a reserve of £6000. | 
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aa. 
Mr. E. Hosson was in favour of taking the 20s. while they could 
et it. In reference to the new company, he remarked that the share- 
olders were very silent last week about the promise in their pro- 
spectus of gas at 3s., which was not carried out in theirdeed. He 
recommended a branch line of rails across Sussex-street to their 
works, which was a distance of only sixty yards, and would give them 
coal cheaper. 

Mr. Unwin asked Mr. Hobson what he thought this scheme would 
cost ? 

Mr. Hosson: Two hundred pounds, 

Mr. Unwin: If Mr. Hobson would undertake to make it for £200, 
or £400, he would at once give him an order to make it. The fact 
was, it would cost nearer £2000, for they could not cross a street 
without an act of Parliament, and the advantage would not pay for 
such an outlay. They were doubling their retort-house, by completing 
the original plan. 

Mr. Jounson moved that the dividend be only 18s., which was 
seconded. 

Mr. R. Sorpy urged that they should rely upon the directors, and 
act on their recommendation. 

The report was then unanimously adopted. 
| The second resolution, declaring the dividend, was also unanimously 
| adopted :— 

“ Resolved,—That a dividend be now declared and made out of the pro- 
| fits of this undertaking, which have accrued between the 3lst of December, 
| 1852, and the Ist of July, 1853, at and after the rate of 20s. upon and for 
|every full share, and at and after the rate of 7s. 6d. upon and for every 
| three-eighth share in the undertaking, to be paid on and after Tuesday, 
‘the lst day of November, at the bank of the Sheffield and Rotherham 
Joint-stock Banking Company, in Sheffield.” 
|| Mr. Waxes then read the following letter from Mr. Alderman Hoole: 
| “ Exeter, Oct. 11, 1853. 
! 
| 








“ Dear Sir,—Yesterday morning I received your note directed to me at 
| the post-office, Plymouth, dated Oct. 7 (Sheffield post-mark 8th), in which 
} you inform me that ‘ the general meeting of the United Gas Company is 
| fixed for next Thursday, and that Mr. Wake is instructed to make the 
| report express regret that I should have written to the new company with- 
|| out the sanction of my colleagues.’ Iam sorry, for many reasons, that 

the great distance I shall be from Sheffield will prevent me from being pre- 

sent at the meeting, where I could have answered for myself any observa- 
| tions directed against me in the report, and, if needful, have more fully 
|| explained my views as to the future policy of the company. However, as 
\|L appear to differ from you, and, I presume, the rest of the directors, in 
|| my feelings as to the past and prospective management of the company, I 
|| can no longer be of any service at the board, and therefore I most respect- 

fully resign my office as director; and I trust the further guidance of our 
| affairs will be more in accordance with the requirements of the town, and 

thus, by gaining the good will and sympathy of the public, enable the 
|| shareholders to realise an increase in the value of their shares, instead of 
having to bear a still more serious reduction than has already taken place, 
which will be the inevitable consequence of continuing a contrary system. 
Having what I consider only the interests of my fellow-shareholders at 
heart in anything and everything I have done since I have had the honour 
of sitting at the board of directors—without any ulterior views whatever— 
I trust to your justice in reading this letter at the general mecting.—l 
; remain, yours truly, * Henny E. Hoo.e. 

** Edward Unwin, Esq., Managing Director.” 

(The announcement in the letter that Mr. Hoole resigned his office 
was received with loud cheers.*) 

Mr, Unwin said he had some fault to find with Alderman Hoole’s 
letter. He did not know what Alderman Hoole meant by saying, 
“T trust the further guidance of our affairs will be more in accordance 











* Mr. Hoole has since issued the following address :— 
“TO THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS LIGHT COMPANY, IN 
RRPLY TO THE DIRECTORS’ REPORT, AND THE REMARKS OF THE SEVERAL 

SPEAKERS. 

“ Gentlemen,—It is a matter of regret to me that I was not at your last half-yearly 
meeting, to have offered an explanation to the concluding paragraph in your directors’ 
report, and also to have answered the ill-natured remarks of several gentlemen who 
addressed the meeting. 

“ Your managing director, to whose zeal, ability, and great perseverance, I bear 
| my humble testimony, might have informed the board that I did name to him my 
intention, as a private individual, of inquiring whether there would be any pro- 
bability, if an arrangement were proposed, of its being accepted, on broad aud com- 
prehensive principles. That I also read to him the draught of the letter I had seatto 
Mr. Allcock, and that he asked me to allow him to showit to Mr, Sykes, which I 
declined to do, I therefore submit that I have reason to complain of a paragraph 
being pointed at me in his report for having written to Mr. Allcock without any 
intimation to my colleagues. As for the assertion, that ‘I had acted wisely in 
| refusing to mee: the board (?) and arranging to be out of town, so that I could not 
| attend the meeting,’ it is as puerile as that most absurd remark, that ‘ I offered a 

gratuitous and disgraceful insult to the directors’! Such was as foreign to my in- 
tention as it would be to my nature to treat with disrespect that venerable and 
truly good man who reflects so much honour upon the board of directors by presiding 
at their meetings. The object I had in writing to Mr. Allcock was to ascertain if 
this ruinous and unsatisfactory expenditure of money could not be stayed ; it, before 
a further addition was made to their already extravagant outlay, some arrangement 
could not be entered into to prevent the existence of two opposing companies, whose 
endeavours would be to crush each other, regardless of consequences ; and also save 
the town from a recurrence of those scenes of tumult and uproar which, had they 
been continued, would, it is to be feared, have terminated in consequences we should 
all have had to deplore. Had Mr. Allcock’s reply held out any hope of such a pro- 
position being favourably received by the new company, I should have called a 
special meeting of my colleagues, laid the matter before them, and endeavoured to 
have obtained their sanction to a straightforward, honourable proposition for Mr. 
Allcock to have submitted to his brother directors, which, if they had thought proper 
to decline, would justly have removed to them the unpopularity and responsibility 
of the coming struggle. 1 will not do Mr. Unwin the injustice to assume that he 
wished it to be understood that I sanctioned the break:ng of pipes, and the attempts 
| to suppress the new company by brute force, which led to the disorderly and paintul 
scenes I have before referred to, and which covered your directors at the time with 
|popular odium. When a trading company derives origin from the good will and 
confidence of the town, the public has certainly a right to require that its interests 
shall be duly cared for, and its feelings respected. I have always, publicly and 
privately, advocated a fair and fearless competition with the new gas company, moral 
| instead of physical force, and from the first commencement of the opposition I have 
been anxious for an amicable settlement of the question, and ] am sure much more 
| good would have been done by manifesting a more conciliatory feeling; and that it 
| would be far wiser and more creditable to endeavour to save from ruin some hundreds 
of poor men who have been misled in this gas affair, rather than publicly avow a vin- 
| dietive determination ‘ to send our opponents headlong into the Gazette.’ A company, 
| a a a of £140,000 —_ not to let little dirty passions guide its measures.— 
am, gentlemen, yours fait! y; = . 
;* Senden Works. Oct, 21, 1853.” Henry E. Hooter. 








with the requirements of the town, and thus, by gaining the good will 
and sympathy of the public, enable the shareholders to realise an 
increase in the value of their shares, instead of having to bear a still 
more serious reduction than has already taken place, which will be 
the inevitable consequence of continuing a contrary system.” Alder- 
man Hoole had never told his brother directors that he disapproved 
anything they had done. They had been at a deal of trouble to con- 
sult him upon all occasions. On one occasion a special message was 
sent to Leeds to bring him to a meeting, that they might have a 
unattimous decision. He himself (Mr. Unwin) went to Cleethorpes, | 
to fetch Mr. Wilkinson, and he had been at great trouble that all | 
their proceedings might be unanimous. Alderman Hoole had never 

dissented from anything they had done. What right then had Mr. | 
Hoole to write to the new company before consulting them ?}—(hear) | 
—and to say they were not conducting their affairs in accordance | 
with the requirements of the town? If such were Alderman Hoole’s | 
views, he should have stated them to the board, and not, for the first 

time, have put them in a letter to be read at this meeting. As Alder- | 
man Hoole had requested it, they had read his letter, but the meeting 

would judge which was right. | 

Mr. Corsan said, Alderman Hoole had wisely resigned his seat, and 
had also wisely arranged to be out of town, for had he attended the 
meeting he would have got what might have been called a rasping. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. M‘Turx had been told that the rest of the directors knew 
about Alderman Hoole’s letter, and that some of them were in favour 
of what he wrote. He was glad they had had the opportunity of 
learning that the rest of the board had nc knowledge of it, nor any 
sympathy with what Alderman Hoole had done, 

Mr. JouNson observed that Alderman Hoole said he was anxious 
to serve the town and promote the welfare of his copartners, without | 
any ulterior views. What did that mean? (Laughter.) } 

The Cuairman: He has not explained it. 

Mr. C, Hooxe said, as Alderman Hoole was not present, he thought 
it would be in better taste to drop the subject. (Hear, hear.) He 
moved the reappointment of all the retiring directors but Alderman 
Hoole, and that Mr. H. Hutchinson be elected in his place. Mr. 
Hutchinson was a man of business, and would do nothing to damage 
them. | 

Mr. R. Sorsy wished to make an observation on Alderman Hoole’s 
gratuitous insult to the directors. Had he studied to do it, he could 
not more effectually have insulted them. The other directors had the 
public interest at heart quite as much as Alderman Hoole, who had 
not all the common sense of the board. [The Cuarrman: He had 
not need have it, or we should do badly without him, (Laughter.)] 
Whether there were ulterior motives or not, it was not for a man of 
principle to act as he had done, 

Mr, F, Smita moved that Mr. A. M‘Turk be elected a director | 
rather than Mr. Hutchinson. The directors should be men having 
considerable stake in the concern. He understood that when the 
board resolved to reduce gas to 3s., there was a division about it, and 
it was carried by two directors, neither of whom were large share- 
holders, but both large consumers. [Mr. Lockwoop: You are mis- 
taken, I assure you.}| Mr. M‘Turk was an indefatigable committee- | 
man, 
Mr. R. Sorpy, without disrespect to Mr. Hutchinson or Mr. M‘Turk, | 
thought Mr. George Wall a very likely man to serve the company, 
and nominated him. 

Mr, Unwin said, Mr. F. Smith was quite wrong as to the reduction 
to 3s. having been carried by oneor two. It was unanimous. It was 
discussed at repeated meetings, and, though there was some slight 
difference of opinion at first, they came-to a unanimous conclusion. | 

T. Brake, Esq., seconded the nomination of Mr. Wall, and Mr. | 
Brcxert that of Mr. Hutchinson. Mr, M‘Turk was not very popular 
—(laughter)~and Mr. Hutchinson was a considerable shareholder. | 

Mr. Unwin said, Mr, Hutchinson held from thirty to forty shares, | 
Mr. M‘Turk was a member of the committee of consu!tation, and was 
very useful in that capacity, and the directors would ask for the re- 
appointment of that committee. No one could serve them better than 
Mr. M‘Turk in that capacity. [Mr. F, Smiru: Is he not a large 
shareholder ?] He was a very large shareholder. | 

Mr. JENKINSON seconded the nomination of Mr. M‘Turk. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Wake, the resolution was then divided, 
and the following passed unanimously :— | 

“ That all the retiring directors, with the exception of Mr. Hoole, who | 
has sent in his resignation, be re-elected.” 

Mr. Unwin announced that arrangements were made to take the 
poll on the three gentlemen proposed, 
Mr. M‘Turk said, since he had been connected with the compan 
he had never trafficked in shares. He had bought, but never sold, | 
and had done all he could for the interest of the company and the 
public. He had never been an advocate for raising the price of gas, 
but for reducing it as far as was compatible with a fair return for the 
capital employed. The directors ought to attend every meeting when 
it was possible, and he thought the shareholders should have the 
means of seeing how the directors attended, [Mr. Lockwoop: You 
can know all about it, if you like.] He urged that things should not | 
be done in an underhand-legging way, but by fair means. These were 
his views of the duties of a director. | 
Mr. Unwin read an account of the attendance of each director at 
the 21 meetings of the board during the last twelve months. Alder- | 
man Hoole,7; Mr. Lockwood, 20; Mr. Montgomery, 19 (cheers) ; | 
Mr. Parker, 17; Mr. Timm, 15; Mr. Thompson, 18; Mr. Gould, | 
every meeting but two since his election; Mr. Willey, 18; Mr. 

Unwin, 21. (Hear, hear.) 

The result of the poll was:—Hutchinson, 153; M*Turk, 101; 
Wall, 39. ‘This was embodied in the following resolution :— 

“That Mr. Henry Hutchinson be appointed a director, in the place of 
Mr. Hoole.” 





(Continued at page 287.) 
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Share List. 
(Directors and Managers of Gas Works are earnestly requested to enable us to rectify the errors and fill up any omissions in the following List.) 
The Companies whose names are printed i in italic type are incorporated by Act of Parliament. 
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ENGLAND. 240! 50!Canterbury ......... 50 006 00 61 to 63] Hadleigh . 
Aberdare ............ 240! 25) Ditto, second issue/25 00) 6 0 0, 30to3) Hailsham ... 
Abergele ... Cardiff £12,000 | 70 Hales Owen. 
Aberystwith Carmarthen.. | | 860} 5|Halesworth . .| 5 00/7100) 5100 
Abingdon, Castle Cary | | 600; 25) Halifaz .... 25 00/10 00) 48 009 
1050p 10) Accrington 10 00)7 00 1510 249) 5)Castleford.. 1500500 50 Halstead . 
Albrighton 300} = 5/Castletown () 200 | Hampton Co 
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350] 10/Andover.... .{10 06,5 00) 11 Oo Chester... Helstone ............ | 
330] 5/Appleby. {5 00) 3 00) 2)to2s} 250) 5\Chester-ie-Street...|5 00/6 00 5 00} 250) 10|/Hemel H tead|!10 00/4 00) 6100 
Arundel........00++0++ Chesterfield £13,123 4176 300} 10 Henley-on-Thams. 10 00 
Ashbourn, Derby . 240) 25/Chichester.........../25 00) 6 00; 30 0 Hereford £5300 4 00 
292} 5/Ashbiirton 5 00:5 00 Chippenham......... 300} 10)Herne Bay ......... 10 00'6 09] 11 OO! 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch| Chipping Norton.. 270) 10)|\Hexham .. oe 7 00) 12 OV! 
Ashford, Kent...... Chorley..........00..+. 400| 25) Heywood 7100 
| 1600} 25] 4shton-under-Lyne\25 0 0/10 00] 52 00 Christchurch ...... Highworth ( Wilts) | 
| Atherstone «wm Cirencester .. 230} 10/Hinckley 5 00) 9 00} 
1} Axminster... : Clare (Suffolk ) Hindley, Lancash | 
|} 200) 20/Aylesbury. <4 Cleckheaton, Y. 200} 20/Hitchen ............ 20 00\5 60} 20 00 
Aylsham, Norfolk. Clitheroe .... | 100} 10|Hythe & ~ pete 10 00/6 00) 11 00 
{| Bacup, Lancashire. 750! 4/Cockermouth........}4 007 00 5 06 Hoddesden . | 
| Bakewell a Colchester...... | Holbeach ..... : | 
|| 200) 10/Baldock 00/5 00; 10 00 Collumpton | Holmfirth £ 3100 
|| 140) 25)Banbury... 00/10 00) 50 00 Colne, Lancashire Holyhead ............ | 
| Bangor .......+ Coleford, Gloucest. Holywell (see Brit. | 
'| 500) 5)Barking, Essex...) 5 00/5 00] 5 50} 300) 5iCoggeshall,.......... 5 00/3 00 3 09 a Seeevea 
|| 250} 10/Barnard Castle.....)10 0 0) 5 10 0| 10150} 200) 25)Congleton ...... 2500/5 00) 31 0 Of 95) 25)Honiton.... 4 00) 17 00 
HI Barnsley £6000 7100 Cowbridge .......... | Horbury....... | 
|} 100} 20/Barnstaple ......... 20 00)5 00] 23 00 Corsham ............ 6} 500) Horncastle .. } 
| Barton-on-Humber 5 00 800) 25) Coventry...... {29 00) 6 00) 24to25f 1200) 2))Horsforth............] 2100 2100 
| 120) 25/Basingstoke ......../25 00) 7 00) 35 00 Cowes...... ba | 128} 20/Horsham ............ 20 00/5 00 
| 2500) 20/ Bath ...scseeeeeee---[16 0 0/10 00} 30to32 300) 5/Crowland ............ 10/Houghton-le-Sprg./10 0 0) 8 00 
Battle £2000 6 00 Croydon ... £20,000 5 00 Howden .........+.. 
| 56] 26} Bawtry....ss..eeseeee 2610015 06] 25 00 Cranbrook... £1900 5 00) Hull,Seuleoats (see } 
| 300) 30/Bedford.., ..125 0014 00] 20 0 Crayford & Bexley | | Brit. Provincial) 
| 200} 10) Bedworth... 00/5 00} 11 GO} 420) 5/Crediton.............. 500500 60 Hull, £11,712, 103. 5 00 
Belford : Crewe, Cheshire ... | 210} 10) Hungerford ......... 10 00/5 00) 160 00 
Bedale, Yorkshire Dalton vo... ; Huddersfield ...... 
Belper .....+... Darlaston............ 520} 5|lligh Wycombe ...| 5 00/6 00) 6160 
Beminster... . Darlington... } Idle and Eccleshil! 
| 420) ofeminators 5 00/6 00) 6 00) 250) 20|Dartford .., 20 007100) 27 OOf 400 6jjlikeston..........|6 50/3100) 6 50 
| 700) 54/Berwick-on-Tweed| 510 0/6 80) 515] 125] 20|Daventry..... 20 006 00 2 8 Liminster .., ‘ 
Beverley. Dawley, Salop . | Ilford ...... 
Bewdley.. . Dawlish.......... | Ilfracombe 
280 10|Bideford ..... }10 00/6 00) 1010 Deal ....... | Ironbridge 
Biggleswade......... Dedington. | 1400} 10) Zpswich .........0..04. 10 00/8 00) 15 00) 
| 170} 10|Bicester............... 10 00\6 0 0 ll 5 -500} _6/Denbigh ...... 005 00: 6 OOF 1400) 10/ ,, newshares| 7100) 8 00} 12100} 
| Bilston £15,100 7 00) 820] 10]Deptford 00 | 1 to 2f 800) 25)Lsle of Thanet......20 00) 5 00) 20to2l| 
Billericay ........... 325] 50) Derby......sceeesseeee 50 0010 00 78 00 Kendal £9100 } 8150 
| Bingley ...... £7400 400 90] 20|Dereham (East)....,20 00 5 00, 21 00} 300) 10) Kenilworth.......... 710 0) 7100) 
Birkenhead£710,000|35 00) 3 00) 35to37] 1000) 5) Dewsbury............. 5 007 00) 8126 400) 5/Keswick | 5 00/4 50) 4 40 
} 2400) 50| Birmingham and Devizes.. J | 100} 25) Kettering 005 00) 2% 00) 
| Staffordshire...... 50 0010 00) 1044 7009} 5) Devonport . 1500600 6 590 Kiddermins. ‘£10000, 5 00 
2400| 25) Ditto, new shares..|10 0 0/10 0 0] 12pm. 280] 25] Dorchester. 25 005 00 30 0¢ King’s Langley ...| 
928) 75) Birmingham......... 7 00/10 0 O/158to160f 120) 25)Dorking............... 24005 00 25 00 Kington, Hereford! 
_|Bishop’s Auckland 192} 25) Douglas, Isleof M./25 0 0) 8 00 30 00 Kirkby Lonsdale.. | 
140} 25/Bishop’s Stortford [25 00) 5 00] 24 0 0] 209) 563 (> pspatieoab bent 561005 150, 71 to72 Kirkham, Lane, .. 
3000} 15) Blackburn............ 15 00/10 00 Downham .. a } Knighton, TS 
Blackpool... Driffield ..... | ; Knutsford........... 
Blandford ... Droitwich a | Lancaster 
Blythe..... 600} 20) Dudley ........ ..20 00) 4 00; 28to 30 Llanelly...... £3000) 5 00 
Bodmin ... Droylsden..... % | Liandovery........... 
Bognor Dukinfield ... | Leamington Priors| 
3909} 163/ Bolton ...... 116 10 0} 919 5} 39 00 Dunmow .. | £22,500) 6 00 
Boroughbridge..... 250 10 90/5 00, 8 OC} 160) 10)Leatherhead. 10 00 
160| 50) Boston ... 50 0)10 00, 7% 06 o | Ledbury _............ 
200; 10/Bourn...... 10 9 0}5 00) 10 OOF 276 s 9 00/5100) 8 00 Leeds Old Comp.| | 
| 160) 10)Brackley ... 10 00) 300} 10/Eastbourne ......... 25) old stk., £60, 300 25 00/10 00) 46 to 47) 
| Bradford, Wi East Grinstead 25) new ,, £23,77525 00) 6 00) 29 to 30 
Bradford, Forks Egremont, Cumbld 20| Leeds New £60,000|20 0 0/10 0 0} 36 to 38 
9100 703| 64/Elland ........... | 6100)8 00) 10 00 LeCK ....sc0rerssoveeee 
| Brampton, "on Ellesmere ..........++/ 3623) 10 Leicester 10 00/7 00) 15 00 
berland ............ 200 Emsworth.. Sea 
| Brandon, Suffolk 400 00:5 00) 5 OG 135) 20 Leighton Buzzard |20 00)/6 00) 20 00 
| Bees 300 00 400} 10|Leominster ......... 9 00:5 00) 8 00 
Bridge-end, Glam. Booshas desterevetad Leyburn, Yorksh, 
| 6000) 5) Brierly Hill..........5 00) 4 00! 5 2 6{ 1600) 25|Zzeter ...... "95 00/8 00) 45 00} 240) 5j/Liskeard ..........., 00;8 00) 6 00 
| Brighouse. sed Exmouth . i 330} 25)Lewes ..... 25 00/5 00) 2 00) 
| 2250) 20|Brighton.............. 20 00,5 00) 15tolé Eye, Suffolk 4 320) 25) Lincoln ..........4.4. 25 0010 00) 48 00) 
| 2125) .0 » newsharesi|l6 00) 5 00} 10tol2f 150) 10)Fairford...... .10 00 Leyland, Lancash. 
| Brighton and Hove 64) 25)Fakenham... 125 00/5 06) 25 00) 240) 5)/Littlehampton....., 5 00/7100) 5 00) 
i - £50,276 3100 Falmouth ... d 250) 20jLichfield ............ 20 0010 00) 3 00 
179800/Stk.| Bristol United Stock | 9 0 0/170 to 175 100} 30/Fareham ... .30 00/2100) 30 00 Liverpool United |100 0 0/10 0 0/206 to 208 | 
|} 154) 8/Brixham...... ePecsees 8 0015 00) Sto 6 120) 25)/Farnham ... .25 0 O10 42 00 o ¢sh./25 0 0)10 0 0) Slto 53) 
| Braintree .. i Farringdon ... | 50] 25/Langport ............ 25 00/4 00) 15 00) 
| 750! 50| Brentford ... 50 00/5106) 48 to 50 Faversham .., | London Comps.— 
| 800} 25] ,, newsharesjll 00/5100) 11 00 5] Filey ...... 5 00/5 00) 5 0 5000} 10)Anglo-Romano......| 7 10 0 7100 
Brentwood.. Fleetwood 5000} 20)/British Provincial } 
200] 30|Bridgwater . ° 130 0015 0 0} 30 O¢ 300} 10)Folkestone ......... 10 0010 00) 15 00 (Holywell, Hull, 
400} 10/Brid ae. 10 00'5 00, 10 OOF 240; 10 » new shares 8 00/10 00) 13 00 Norwich, Potte- 
Bridport... ; IE  cscccousisesees | ries, Trowbridge) 80 00) 7 00) 22 to23 
ee 240} 5/Framlingham ...... '5 00:5 00) 5 O00 20],, Prov., new ..,.../16 00) 7 00) 20to2l 
Broadstairs ......... | Sta: | 4000) 25 Commercial ......... "125 00/6 00) 26to28| 
100} 50|Bromley, Kent......|50 00] 6 00| 52100 Gillingham, Dorset! 2000) 25 »» hewshares | 2 10 0; 6 0 Ojpartolpm| 
Bromsgrove Glastonbury......... x» deb.£12,000 | 
Broughton ,........ Glossop... ' 9 00 12,000} 50,Chartered ............ ‘50 00/4 00 That | 
126] 10'Bruton .......... sensi 400 8 0 1000} 25] Gloucester............ 0 0} 7100} 28 00) 6000) 50) » newshares10 00) 4 00 tot) 
Brynmawr al | 516} 5/Gomersal . 00 2000) 150 City of London ...15000) 4 00 stot 
100} 25/Buckingham 25 16 00 2 00 Godalming 4000! 50 Equitable ............ 50 00/2100) 26to27) 
Burnley £19,946 4102 350} lt Gevleston Souths! | » deb.£46,000) | 
Burslem& Tunstall ID escrsctaneviony 21 2 10 0 10,006; 20 European— | 
Burton-on-Trent... } Gosport... ait (Amiens, Boulogne, | 
Bury, Lane. £6570 | 450} 20/Grantham. 7 00: 28 00 | Caen, Havre, | 
Bury St. Edmund's 5 00 1000} 20/Gravesend > 5 00) 21 00 Nantes,& Rouen)20 00)'5 00] 12to 15) 
200} 10/Kuxton................ 10 00 Grays (Essex) ...... 1 2000) 20 » do. new ., i 71005 00} 9to 10!) 
Callington.. sd 1000} 10|Great Grimsby...... 9 10 0} 8 0 0) 13to 134 15,000) 10 wt.Cntl. Consumers|10 00 7 10 0} 13to 133) 
Calne, Wilts......... Great Torrington., } | deb. £66,000: 
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53.] T 
ok lseakineed eS [ok eatitte of sa. 
55 Name \essisee| . Bsel3s Name gs gS5 33 Name ge3 ssi) ; 
2% of 32% (508! & [8asl2% wd oye lees 2s ~! gue leee| & 
» me 1S = 8 4 . = me - & 
28} Company, (/FRE/528| & fasklek| Company | 2EkiSkE <i; Company, | ESSERE) E 
£ |Impl. Continental | £ s.d|£ 8.c) £ sd z £s.d)/ £ s.d £ £e.ds£8.di £58 
50] —First capital 200} 10|Petworth ..... seve (10 00) 9 100 5 a seoreecseee| 9 O05 OO] 5 
(Amsterdam, Petersfield sil nby j 
Berlin, Ghent oe 00;4 00 
Hanover, Lille, 3000} 10) Plymout 00 00 
Rotterdam)...... 42 00 48 to 50 Pocklington . 

Second capital— Pontefract.... 00:5 00) 10 00; 
(AixlaChapelle, Pontypridd . 4 00 00/6 00) lowo 
Antwerp, Bor- 400 Packs ‘..0.000 00,5 00 
deaux, Brussels | Port Mado ar Sg sennedeid 
Cologne, Frank-| 600 Portsea Islan 005 00 Thorne es 
fort-on- Maine 400 Prescott....... 00/4134 10/Tiverton .... 0010 00) 17 
Haarlem, Mar- 3000; ee 0010 00 5|Todmorden ... 00:5 00) 6 
seilles, Toulouse! Pudsey ...£12,000 5 00 24) Topsham ...... 00 3 
Vienna) ......... il 00 70 to 72 Quordon and Torquay....... 

Third capital ...|13 10 0 68 to 70) Mountsorrell ... Torrington, Devon 

Imperial . 150 0 0) | 85 to 87 Radcliff and Pil- er 
50}, newshares 45 0 0| 80 to 82 ington £9000 Totnes Consumers 
» deb. £50,590) Ramsay, I. of Man 5/Tottenhan ........... 4 
Independent 0 00 46 to 47 Ramsgate(seel.ofT Toweester........ awed 
+ Ln London ........00+ 90; 5 0 1000} 10) Reading............... 10 4 00 Town-Malling...... 
» (red) ....../59 0 0} 500| 20) Reading Union ... 400 a 10 00 
» (blue).. -|50 00)3 15 to 18 Redditch ............ Trowbridge or 
- (preference) 25 00) 6 25 to 26 Redruth., a Truro ...[ Brit. 
Pheniz 149 00,3 27 to 2 Reigate Tunbridge penal 
100| Ratcliff .. 00:5 70 to 75 Retiord (East)...... Tunbridge Wells... 
25\South Metrop. . ‘125 005 20 to 22) SID ‘nisbrinactniainansen Ulverston......, weseee 
s |Surrey Consumers’10 0 0) 7 10 00 yea ney Uppingham 
50\United General— | 400 Rickmansworth . 5|Upton-on-Severn 5 
(Cork, Dublin,| | 180, Ringwood ...,........ Usk, Monmouth 
Limerick) .......50 0 0) 2 21 to 22 ES Uttoxeter. 
-~ cee Ashares (20 0 0) 3 13 0 Roches. $ tham| Uxbridge 
— i ei 3 0 Rochford [£20,000 Ventnor...........+... 
Lostwithiel ......... } Rockingham......... 25| Wakefield, old cap) 00'8 00) 35 
Loughborough......| | Somes + . 5 te 00:8 00) 7 
Sl cnietittentannensas 25 26 100 (oe Wallase | 
Lovwessjigivaier) 245) 20|Rotherham . 10 Wallingford on 0 0) 5 00) 8 
|Llangollen .........- 10] Wandsworth... 005 00) ll 
Ludiow Union......! 5 00) Royston 10) Wantage... 00/5 00) 10 
Luton..........0 Rugby .. Warrington £23304 jl0 00 
Lutterworth... 500} 1 Sageey-~ 10) Wareham 10 003100) 8 
20/Lyme Regis... 0,4 29 00 Runcorn.. | 
25|Lymington ... 05 25 06 005 00] 2 
10|Malmesbury 0 00/2 5150; 500 
Macclesfield32 so 3 6 00 
Maidenhead......... 
50| Maidstone... E '50 0 0,10 99 0 00 25 00 
40) Maldon ... 23 00) 5 2% 0 225| 20/Saffron Walden ... 
Marlborough St. Alban’s 24 00 
Malton (New). St. Austel ., 
Malvern...... 3 St.Asaph ........0 | | | fF | 2} setshire............ 
Manningtree ...... St. Colomb 32 to 34 | 
Mansfield £5000 St. Helen’s 
© ce pelle St.Helier’s{ Jersey) 
'Margate(seel. of T. St. Ives, Hunting. 5 
|Market Drayton .. St. Ives, Cornwall 
2} 25' Market Harboro’ 25 34 00! 250 St. Neot’s ............ 10 00 
|Market Raisin...... St. Peter’s Port, 
|Market Weighton ( mos al maiel 
| Marlow .....0....00+0- 320 Salisbury .. t 00)}6 00 00'5 00) ll 
0| 10/Maryport . 12 00 317 Sandbach ..... 00/5 00 0010 Oo} 22 
|Matlock... 140 Saxmundham 00;5 00 | 
[Melksham . <a |Scarborough.. 00 10 00,5 00) 10 
|Melton Mowbray . 201 Sedburgh ..... 00) 2100 10/ Wimborne Minster 0 0| 
|Merthyr Tydvil .. 306 STE sosisieus 00:5 00 10) Wimbledon ......... 00 8 
a, eS ‘|10 Settle........ Wincanton...., | 
| Middleton £9039 5 290 Sevenoaks..... 00/4 00) 50| Winchester . 00 00) 50 
|Midsummer Norton 250 Shaftesbury ..... 4 00:3 00 | 125) Windsor....., 00 00) 23 
|Middiesboro’ 5400 | Sheffield Onited ...\24 00) 8 6 826 | Witham. . | 
5\Miidenhall .........) 5 00) 5 00 |Shelton, Potteries | ee 
10|\Mitcham ...... ..... 10 00) 14100 (see Brit. Proy.) 10| Wolverhampton 0/9 00) 20 
5|Mold (and Water) | 5 00; 6100 Shepton Mallet ... 10; do. new shares 09 0 0) i 
10, Monmouth ......... 10 00 600} 5/Sherborne.., 5 00 | do. deb. £10,000 | | 
|Monk Wearmouth 2914 Shields (Tynemth. 5 00 10) Woburn............... l 0/5 00) 10 
10 Moreton in Marsh |10 10 0 Shields (South) ... 10| Wokingham 04 00 10 
|Morley (nr. Leeds) j Shiffaal, Salop .. | sho] Wooduridge 0! 5 00) 
MORtERMR coescsaaceee | | 1000| _5|Shipley ’.. 6 00 24 Woodstock 0 
16 Morpeth > ag 00; 17100) 159) 10 Shipston-on-Stour {10 5 00 ooler | 
N antwich . | Shoreham ..........+ | Wotton-un, 
a —— | Shrewsbury £10,06 000 7 00 10| Worcester ............ 14 
10|Needham Market.. ho 0 0) 400} 10)Skipton .. ee | 400 Workington......... 
Newark...... £5900! 0 0} Sleaford... Worksop& Radford 
Newbury ............/ 20 00; 20 O00) 250} 10Slough .. 10) Wirksworth ......... l 10 
5| Newcastle & Gates-| Snaith .., Worthing... | 
head Union ...... 00) 7126 Soham..... Wrexham 
Newcastle - under - Southam Woolwich Equitbi. | 
Lyne £6200 00 Southend, Essex.. Woolwich Consms. 
5| Newmarket ......... 5 00} 5 00} 300) 5\Southwoid [Bdge} 5 Woolwich (North) 
Newnham, Glost. 2000} 5)South Essex (Lea Wymondham........ | 
5|Newent ...........0-+. South Molton ...... 20) Yarmouth... 00/5 00) i7tols | 
New Mills £2115 1000} 50\Southampton ...... , Yeadon,near Leeds | 
Newport,M. £11720 Sowerby, Yorksh. 30) Yeovil .. 00.5 00 30 GO 
50| Newport, Isle of .|38 5 090 |Spittal (Berwick- York Untd. £55, 000 16 00 
Newport — {on T weed) } 
Newport, Salop ... 
New Romney ...... SCOTLAND. | 
Newton Abbot...... 5|Aberdeen | 3110/6 00; 411 
Newton, Lance....... 5 00 10/Airdrie (10 00; 7100) 1210 
Newtown(Mntgom. Alloa..... ‘a 
Northallerton ...... “ 10 00 Annan ....... al 
‘North Walsham ...|10 0} 1010 225, 00:4 00 1/Anstruther...........) 1 00)7100; 1 20 
|\Northampton ...... 18 0} 31 0 840 00:9 00 20/Ardrossan............,20 00) 4 00} 20 00 
Northwich ......... 1000 00;7 00 20/Arbroath ..... ..|20 00/7100) 30 08 
Norwich (see Bri- 500 00/7 00 5 .1 5 0017100) 7 00 
tish Pro. £40,000 00 Stone, Stafford...... 2 lAuchtermuchity .... 2 00:6 00) 2100) 
50) Nottingham ......... 50 00 Stoney Stratford ... 5JAy a 15 00/6 00; 6 00 
50) New shares ...... 00 Stourbridge ......... 2 Ditto, new. .|2 00:6 00 2 O00 
Nuneaton ............ Stowmarket.......... 10/Banff............ 110 00/9100) 10126 
10|Oakham............... 10 4100) 8100] 150 Stratford-on-Avon Barrhead sa 
Oakhampton ...... Stroud ......0...0.000++ Bathgate.............. 
10|Odiham, Hants.....|10 400° 90 169 Swaffham...... Beith........ 
ene Swansea £9000; 1|Bervie 00 100 
Ongar... 2100) 5 0 Sudbury...,............ Biggar ..... od 
rk 1 5 00 Sunderland, ea 5 Blairgowrie . Sesdeonetl 00;8 00 700 
Otley, Yorkshire... 6400 Sunderland’ n new... 6|Borrowstowness .. 00;5 00} 8 WG 
HOundle ........0..006 25 700 3 0 Sutton Coldfield .. 5|Brechin ........ . 00}8100) 9 00 
__ SRS 150 6 10 0} 230 0 Sutton (Surrey)..... Bridge of Allan .. 
Over Darwen £8000 5 00 250) 1 en 2|Broughty yan 00}5 00} 2 00 
Padstow ........-..... |Swindon.. Burntisland .. 
Pately Bridge, Yrk. 1000] 10 Sydenham Campbelton .. 
Pembroke 2800 ‘'aunton.. Clackmannan . 
Penrith 15 2 \Tadcaster .. 3 Soe me 7 
Penryn . ood Tamworth.. Coldstream .....,.... 
Penzance ............ Tavistock.... 
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7] Bee re - flzee $ 3 Toe 
sé 2§ 2oa5|Eee ge a vgeaksi/ead Be jes! weatlece 
@e/85 Name Essiecsa * Es Name Sssieves . oe i8 S| Name ESS\/s56 
23} 33 of sue (SC%| § fea|s? of Bu% (50%) $ EEG of Su%(ZO<| § 
“ = = : = ; ig he | ht he 
zesics| Company, [2es/488| & Fessica, Comper, (Seek) EF ‘zc kick) Compeny, | Fe8/538| £ 
z £s.dq;£8,d) £58.d £ i £s.d£8.d) £ s.d} | £| £s.d\£ 38.4 Pee 
OOMTIO ....cc0cececeed Kinghorn _......... 200; 8 Stewarton............ 8 005 00 g 94 
2744| = 1\Crieff.. .| 1 00 1 00 Kingskittlo, Fife... 7330| = 2'Stirling........ --| 2.00'8 00 9)9 
Crail, Fife J TEED) cisccesosesd 500) 1 Stonehaven : 1006 50 1&6 
600 1jCullen ........ .|1 60:5 00 15 0) 120} 5/Kirkaldy ............)5 0010 00) 8100 |Stonhouse, Lanrks. 
Cumbernauld ...... 320) 5 Kirkcudbright....., 5 005 00) 5 00; 600, 24 Stornoway............ 210 215 
200; + 6/Cumnock ....... (6 00/5 00} 6 OOF 1000) 3\Kirkintulloch,near|} 3 005 00} 3 00; 420 5 Stranraer ............ 5 00/7100) 5% 
600} 5/Cupar Angus .| 5 00)7 00) 7 3 UR 227 5S) Kirkwall...[Glasg)5 005 00; 4100 603} 2Strathaven, near| 2 0 08 90 215 
10|Cupar Fife .{L0 00/7100, 1 OOF 518 5) Kirriemur 5 006 00 643; 24 Thurso... (Hamltn| 210 0} 4 00) 2 19 
Dalkeith . : |Tillicoultry,n,Alloa | 
750 mny .... 800} 1)Tranent -| 1 00/5 00) 1 9 
Dingwall... 280) = 5)Lar, 00/7100) Tto 8 | Troon 
Dornoch ., i | ee 
500} 1)/Douglas..... 11 00)6 00° 1 210% #177 «#5 00,5 00} 5 00 Wigton...... {haven 
Dufftown .. <4 isl} | " _ | Wemyss and Buck-} 4 10 0; 
Dumbarton. : 7 1 00,7100 0 | | 
400} 20|Dumfries .. 4 00/5 00) 20 OOF Gia} 1 1006 00 100 | IRELAND, | 
Dunbar... ' | 300) 10jArmagh .............. 10 0010 00 
560} 24|Dunblane............. 2100/4 00 2100% 100) l0jLinlithgow ......... 10 007100) 15 00 H ballinasloe ......... 
~ Dundee,old £29,687|23 15 0} 8 8 0} 30 10 0 Linton, n. Nobleh. 700; 80) Belfast ....... --/80 004 00) 
8000 Dundee, new.. 5 00)4 60 4176 Lochee, n. Dundee 51; 5, Ballymena............)5 0010 00 
860} 10|Dunfermline.........|10 00) 7100) 15 0 0f 240) 5/Lochgilphead ...... 5 007100 5 50 [Ballymoney ......... | 
Dunkeld... Lochwinnock, near 150} 5 Ballynahinch ......)5 00 
1000} + 2/Dunoon 200 200 Paisley | eee ; | 
ie 1200} 1/Markineh.... 1007100) 1 504 1100, 5/Carlow ..... 5 00) 
259 5 00/7100) 6 OOF 282) 3) Mauchline 3005 00) 3 00) 400) 5Cavan.. 15 00) 
6000} 25 Edinburgh Gas Co.|25 0 0|10 0 0| 564 to 57 Maxweil-town, n. | \Cork (se : +) 
5430} 25] ,, and Leith Co|18 60} 7100) 27 13 6 Dumfries ......... Cookstown......... 
_ onameaneg ate: 423] 5! Maybole, Ayrshire | 5 00 4100] 5 Oo} 1300 5,Clonmel Consumrs| 5 00) 5 00 
455] 114/Elgin.......... ....{1L 10.0} 6 00) 11100 Maryhill, n. Glasg. | |Drogheda ............ 
Falkirk, old ......... 373} 2|Melrose_............ 2007100 2 60419,000) 10 Dublin Consumers |6 007 00 
new ...... 718; 2)Mid & East Calder] 2 0 0 | 2 00 |Dublin Hibernian 
Falkiand ... 200; 5|Moffat .... 5005 00 5 00 | | (see United Gen.)) 
Ferry Port on 400} 20)Montrose ... ‘120 0010 00 35 00% 160, 25 Dundalk ............ | 0 0} 
1|Fochabers............ 1 00 1 00 Musselburgh | 200) 10 Dungannon ........ 7100 
1440) 5)Forfar......... {5 00/7100) 715 0% 618) UNairn.. 1005 00 1 00) 871\ 5 Downpatrick . 0 0) 
Fort William.. Neilston, n. Glasg. | | |Enniskillen., 
2000) 16s.| Fraserburgh | 1605 00 16 Of 1056 1 Newmills, near j eee J 
500} 5 Galashiels. . 15 0010 00) 9100 Kilmarnock ...... 005 00 100% 2 25 Galway ..... 25 0010 00) 
Garlieston............ Newburgh, Fife | Keady..... “| | 
Gatehouse n. Fleet Newton-on-Ayre 400, 10 Kilkenny 110 00/8 00 
900 2 Girvan ..............., 2100] 6 00) 2100] 107] 143. NewtonStewart [14100 5 00 14100 Killarney 
6000; 25 Glasgow... 25 0010 00) 54 00 North Berwick, n. | Larne........ 
15900} 10 Glasg. City Sub. 10 00;9 00) 19100 Haddington ...... | Limerick(seeU.G. ) 
eee. aad J North Queensferry } 1725} 5 Limerick Consum. | | 5 00:5 00 
Grahamston .. j 945, GOBER ....0c.cecccsecsee 5 007100 5 0600 *| Lismore soeescccocccess | | 
Hoddington ... d 194) 5 Peebles 5 005 00 5 00} 600 15 Londonderry 5 006134 
1600} 5) Hamilton . }5 00/8 00) 8 30% 800) 25 Perth....... |25 004160 22100 Louth..... -| 
440) 5 Hawick .. 15 00/7100; 7100 5} ,, new. 5 002100 4 26} 500 7 Lisburn.. | 7 00/7100 
300; 5) Helensburgh 5 007100) 7100 |Peterhead ... | 5 10 Lurgan ... -|6 066 00 
1312) 1Huntly .. 1 00/7100) 110 |Pittenweem ......... Mallow ...., | 
250 5 Inverary | 2 0010 00) 6 126% 2416) 1 Pollokshaws,nGlsz|]1 007100 1 50 |Monaghan.. 
425) 1|Inverkeithing sated 100:5 00 1 00 |Port Glasgow rete | ,| Nenagh sail 
1200) 10\Invern.Gas$/Vater|10 00/7100) 15 00 |Portobello, n.Edin. | 4 5 Newtownards ...... 5 006 00 
2400} 5 new shares |1 50/7100) 2 5 0§ 200) 5 Prestonpans......... 5006 00) 500 Newtownlimavady | | 
310] 10|Irvine 00/10 00) 15 0 Of 1500) 1¢ RutherglennGlasg] 1 68,5 00) 1 68) 759| 20 Newry .... ee. 005 00 
Jedburgh . |Renfrew, n. Paisley 42 5 Omagh .... 5 00 | 
Johnstone( y |Saltcoats 125| 20 Portadown (20 005 00 
REIS ssctvocdecsenonand 951] 1)Sanquhar . 1005 00 1 00 | Portaferry ‘| 
Kelso ....... 10 00 (Selkirk .......sc000+ 600} 10)Sligo ...... 10 0 0, 2100 
Kilmarnock ......... South Queensferry [Tralee aint vowed 
339! 5'Kiucardine ......... 5 002100) 4 56 448! 12St. Andrew’s......... 12 006 00 14 00 Waterford...... 
The Gas Works in the undermentioned towns belong to private individuals :— 
Abergavenny. Chester(new), Gainsborough. Huntingdon. Newport I. W. (new). Sheerness. Ware, (2 works) | 
Barnet. Crewkerne. Goole. Hyde (Cheshire) Oswestry. Sidmouth. Wem. | 
Beccles, Dartmouth, Harleston, Kingston-on-Thames. Peterborough. Sittingbourne. Wexford. 
Bridgenorth. Eltham. Hatfield. Lynn, Pontypool. Spalding. Weymouth, 
Brompton & Gillingham Ely. Hertford. New Ross. Sandwich. Tipperary. Whitchurch (Salop). | 
Bungay. Farsley. Holt, Northfleet. Seaham Harbour. Waltham Abbey. Wisbeach. 
Carnarvon, Fermoy. Hunmanby. 
} The Gas Works belong to the Corporations, or to Commissioners acting under special acts of Parliament, in the following towns:— 
| Carlisle, Greenock. Lytham (Lane.) aisley. Richmond (Yorkshire). Stockport Walsall. 
| Cashel. Haverfordwest. Manchester. Rochdale, Salford. Strabane. Wells (Norfolk). 
Coleraine. Keighly. Milton (Kent). Rothesay. Southport (Lanc.) Teignmouth. Youghall. 
| Doneaster. Knaresborough. Oldham. 
| Price Current. 
| 
| CASTINGS, per Ton. eek ak DERBYSHI 
NEW CASTLE. SHIRE, 
Average Weight of Cast Iron Gas s Pipes, » per Yard, anal Clay Cross, Deep Main, } iii caida 
Ijin, Qin. 2hin. 3im, din, Sin, Gin. Tin. Sin, Yin, lin. 12in. Whitwell Primrose ...... ‘6 6 per ton, and New Birchwood a ‘ 
———— nn nnn kk —_-_e_e_see : $e | Burnhope .........-20000 7 mn SCOTCH CANNEL, 
16 21 28 33 51 7 #889 107 126 M9 (1 177-208 lbs. Dean’s Primros ~ Boghead ........+ at Leith 21 0 
weer Pelton ......... 6 0 ES: best 23 0 
Retell Pri bee ‘ Pr z Brancepeth .. "= Capeldrae, first quality +4 . 
etail Prices are 5 to 10 per cent, New- - D ows > | Medomsley . = Ditto, second quality 
higher. London. |Glasgow castle, | Wales. == E& | Pelaw...... A ereees , ee & Lothian Rte npr aad ' 16 0 
AQ & | Eighton Moor.. “ Lesmahago at Glasgow 16 0 
£s.d4\/£8.d/)£ s.dj/£s.d)£ 6. a.| Felling Main Ditto at Leith ... 17 6 
Big Diet WOR isc csscsnssnsactetecieceesaes 40903 5 04 0 04 5 O14 0 Of New Pelton.. Aruiston... - 16 0 
14 and 2 inches Socket Pipes......... |7 5 0/615 0615 0.615 01610 0} Peareth........ ce « wonyes +4 
24 and3 do. do. . 7 0 0/610 016 5 G 610 06 0 Of South Pelaw.. Donibris 10 6 
4 and5 do. do. 615 0/6 5 016 0 O16 5 0/515 OF Waldridge Bridgeness ll 0 
6 inches and upwards do. 610 0/6 0 0/515 016 0 0/510 oF Washington Hutton. Le wae 6 
«a nightswood 
en branches, and cere 210 0'210 0210 0210 0210 0 Lochgelly ... } 9 6 
Retorts, 2nd fusion, “hot blast 610 01515 01510 0}6 0 0550 Lumphinan  .......0e000 
Do. 2nd fusion, cold blast sm mee 6 0 0:610 0515 0 
| Tank Plates, i thick and abov 610 06 0 0515 06 0 0510 0 FIRE GOODS. LEAD. 
_Do. ess than §.......... «- |7 0 0610 0}6 5 0]610 06 O O] Best Bricks, 50s. per 1000, at Newcastle. Soft pig, £23 to £24 per ton. 
| Plain Castings ex. models ............... 615 016 0 O}6 O O16 5 0,615 Of Do. Clay, 12s. per ton 
j FREIGHTS, per Ton. 
WROUGHT IRON TUBING, subject to 30 per cent. Discount. auitioinnMincwnsite. Weymouth........00 15s. 0d 
: te Sa ims ; Chatham & Roches, Ils. y Yarmouth a SS 
2inches.} lginch. | ljinch. | Linch. | Zinch. | 3 inch. | Cork ...........s0000 17 Foreign. 
Dover . 17 ° Boulogne........ wo a 6 
s. d. s. d. ‘a e & s. d. | s. d. | Dublin 18 0 | Barcelona . . 25 0 
| Patent welded tubes, from 2 to 12 feet, per foot 1 8 1 0 0 10 2 0 5} 0 44 | Exeter Qua; 17 0 | Bordeaux 17 6 
Sr MND sacais dspetacates » 6in. to 18 in., each 3.0 ss i 9  . 1 © | 0 9 | Folkestone. . 14 0 | Calais .... 12 6 
| Connecting pieces, or long screW8 ...........04 3 6 » s 2 0 1 6 1 2 | 0 11 | Hastings.. . 15 0 | Dieppe... 15 0 
| Bends, springs, and elbows, wrought iron 3 9 s §$ : ez 0 10 0 8 Ipswich ‘ . 10 6 | Hamburg . 16 0 
| Tees, wrought OF Cast ........c...cccccccceessese oe 4 0 2 6 2 0 1 6 . % 0 10 Jersey .. . 13 0 | Havanna.... .» 33 0 
Crosses, wrought OF Cast..........cccsssssscecesses 4 6 3 0 . 2 0 1 6 ; London .... 10 6] Havre ....... . 15 6 
Iron cocks 17 6 9 6 -.. 4 6 3 3 | 2 6 | Lowestoft . . 8 6] Leghorn . we 26 0 
] Ditto, with brass plug .........cccccccssocossoccscce 28 0 16 0 13 0 7 0 5 6 4 6 Lynn.......... . 19 0} Lisbon....... ove 23 0 
| ne sockets, — plugs, and nipples 1 3 0 9 0 8 0 6 @ 5 0 4 Margate .... .. 12 6 | Rotterdam.. 15 0 
| Plain sockets ....00-+.0 1 0 08] o07 0 5} 0 4] 0 38 | Portsmouth 10..00.015 0 | Rouen ..........00 18 6 
Flanches 1 9 1 6 1 3 1 0 0 9 Plymouth .. . 16 Of; St. Petersburgh | ow 24 0 
| Syphons, 2 quart ..........csssesssrseee piece b 0 14 (0 13 6 13 0 12 0 Soutkampto ve Sa 15 6 
;_ 9 Ditto 1 quart ll 6 10 6 10 3 10 0 9 6 Whitstable... 12 0| Trieste and Venice 31 0 
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(Continued from page 283.) 

Mr. Locx woop bore testimony to the zealous and indefatigable con- 
duct of Mr. Unwin—(cheers)—and moved the following resolution :— 

«“ That the best thanks of the meeting be given to Mr. Unwin, for his 
most efficient services.” , 

Mr. M‘Turx seconded the motion. They talked about popularity, 
but what did they say to Mr. Unwin? (Laughter.) Mr. Unwin had 
been most unjustly treated. He defied any man fairly to point a 
finger at him, and when he heard Mr. Unwin’s character unjustly 
vilified, he had endeavoured to defend him. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Unwin reminded the meeting that the time for which the com- 
mittee of consultation was appointed, was expired, and he recommended 
that it should be reappointed, with the exception of Mr. Crossland, 
who had not attended for ten months. > 

Some conversation took place on this point, which ended in the 
passing of the following resolution :— , 

“ That a sub-committee of shareholders be reappointed, and the following 

entlemen constitute such sub-committee :—Messrs. William Booth, John 
‘Booth, John Corsan, William Corsan, John Hall, David Johnson, Charles 
|Hoole, Andrew M‘Turk, and George Wall.” 


zealous attention to the interests of the company, afforded by his 
having attended 19 out of the 21 meetings. He moved— 





Mr. R. Sorsy referred to the gratifying proof of the chairman’s | 


“ That the best thanks of the meeting be given to Mr. Montgomery, for 
his indefatigable exertions to promote the interests of the company and 
the welfare of the town.” 

The motion was seconded, and carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Montgomery: I thank you for your thanks, and for the manner 
in which you have expressed them, As to the welfare of the town, 
as far as I have understood it in connection with gas, I have always 
most faithfully and conscientiously endeavoured to serve it as well as 
I could. 

Afterwards a vote of thanks to the directors was passed. 








Beccies.—A company is in course of formation, with a capital of 
£20,000, for purchasing from the present owner the gas works of this 
town, and establishing water works. The engineeris J.G. Lynde, Esq., 
who has made a favourable report as to the remunerative character of | 
the undertaking. 

Burniey Consumers’ Gas Company.—The London Gazette of the 
4th instant contains a notice of the intention of this company to apply | 
to Parliament for an act of incorporation, with power to purchase the 
present gas works. | 

Mextzourne Gas Worxs.—Mr. Alexander Kennedy Smith, C.E., | 
of Exeter, has received the appointment of engineer to the Melbourne | 
Gas Company, South Australia, at a salary of £800 per annum, free 
residence, &c. &e. 





ENGINEERS, 


FOR THE 





Gas Fittings. 








SERVICES, &c. 


and numerous Churches, Chapels, &c. &c 


} 
i GAS-FITTING IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 


GAS CHANDELIERS OF ALL SIZES, IN BRASS OR IRON, FROM TWO TO TWO HUNDRED LIGHTS. 


DEVICES FOR GAS ILLUMINATION. 


IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS AND MANUFACTURERS; 
CONTRACTORS 


ERECTION OR ALTERATION OF GAS WORKS, FROM 
TWENTY LIGHTS UPWARDS, 
With Buildings, Mains, Meters, Service Pipes, Lamp Posts, Lamps, and 


“WATERWORKS FOR THE SUPPLY OF TOWNS, 
WITH BUILDINGS, STEAM-ENGINES, PUMPS, MAINS, 


Gas Stoves for Heating Churches, Chapels, Lecture Halls, and Public Buildings of all kinds; these have been 
recently fixed at New College, Oxford; St. George’s Catholic Cathedral, Southwark; 


Gas Cooking Stoves and Ranges on the most improved principles. 


IMPROVED REGISTERING TURNSTILES FOR TOLL BRIDGES, EXHIBITIONS, 
PUBLIC GARDENS, BATHS AND WASH-HOUSES, &c. 
"These Turnstiles have been selected for the Entrances of the Great Exhibition, New York. 
| PATENTEES OF THE SEMAPHORE RAILWAY SIGNAL. 
|| Signals for communication between Guard and Engine Driver. Railway Stores and Lamps of every description, 


DARLINGTON WORKS, 16 ro 19, SOUTHWARK-BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 


Advertisements. 
STEVENS AND SON, 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


PELTON MAIN GAS COAL. 


Parties wanting a supply of these first-class | 
GAS COALS, which are extensively used in the London | 
and other gas works, will please to apply to Mr. James 
Joicry, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. | 


THOMAS EDINGTON, 


(Lately Senior Partner of the 


| 
Phenix Iron Works, Glasgow,) 
IRON MERCHANT AND CONTRACTOR, | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 





17, GORDON-STREET, 
GLASGOW. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, [IRON MONGERS 
ARCHITECTS, AND TRADESMEN. 


LOYD and SUMMERFIELD, 
Manufacturers of CUT and FLINT GLASS JE 
MOONS, Globes, Hemispheres, and Chimneys of ever 
description; Hall Lamps and Chandeliers of the mos | 
modern patterns. Also Manufacturers and Inventors » 
FLINT GLASS BARS and PILLARS for Shop Front | 
Sashes, and other Windows, by which great addition | 
light and beauty is gained, and a saving of plate gla ; | 
is effected. 
A specimen of a Shop Front may be seen at Messrs. 
Briaut and Co.’s, Silversmiths, Leamington. 
PARK GLASS WORKS, BIRMINGHAM. | 





PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 





| PRIZE MEDAL FOR GAS STOVES. 


C. RICKETS, 

||MANUFACTURER of APPARATUS for advanta- 
eously applying GAS HEATS to CHEMICAL, 
GULINARY, MANUFACTURING, and_ various 








*. 


URNHOPE Gas Coal.—This first- 
class GAS COAL, for Shipment on the Tyne or 
Wear, can be had on application to 
CHARLES BERTRAM, 
No. 7! Quay, NEWCASTLB-ON-TYNE. 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. | 
Manufactory (and Warehouze), Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London. 


! 
Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 

generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 

manufactured to any size, from 4 inch bore and 





DOMESTIC PURPOSES, No. 5, AGAR-STREET, 
STRAND (opposite Charing-cross Hospital), London. 


HARPERS AND MOORE, 
| DELPH FIRE CLAY WORKS, STOURBRIDGE. 
| London Depot, 

No. 7, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
where they have always on hand a large stock of their 
best Stourbridge Fire Bricks, Lumps, Quarries, Burrs, 
Gas Retorts, Crucibles, &c. &c. 





most reasonable terms. 


EORGE and SAMUEL CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-RoAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
Improved Slide Valves, Steam 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 


upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. | 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 3 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 

VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-TIGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 





Fire goods of every description made to order. 





GAS LIGHTING, 


R. T. A. HEDLEY (Associate of the 


Institution of Civil Engineers), General Consult- 
ing Gas Engineer, has the honour to announce that he 
is prepared to supp!y PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, and 
ESTIMATES for GAS WORKS, and every description 
of Apparatus connected therewith; and also that he 
may be consulted upon all matters connected with the 
manufacture and distribution of Gas; the lighting, ven- 


Upper Thames-street. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, 


THE BRYMBO COMPANY, 


NEAR WREXHAM, 
Manufacture Cold Blast Retorts and Pipes of a very 
superior quality, and also ship good Gas and Steam 
Coals at Saltney, on the River Dee, and at Birkenhead. 
Brymbo Iron Works and Colliery, North Wales. 
London agent, Mr. J. W.Grazebrook, Bull Wharf, 


tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete 


ATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS.— | 
0. BROTHERS and COMPANY, Manufacturers 
of O. Brothers’s Patent, beg to state that these Retorts, 
being made in one entire operation, and in one picce, 
of any required shape, length, breadth, and height, are 
not liable to cracks and fissures, of which there is a just 
and general complaint; and consequently superior to, 
and cheaper than, any hitherto manufactured. 








tilating, and heating of public and other buildings, &c. 
| Gas Engineering Offices, BANBURY. 





| WROUGHT-IRON GAS AND OTHER TUBES. 


(NORNELIUS WHITEHOUSE and 
EDWIN DIXON, 
WOLVERHAMPTON TUBE WORKS. 
C: WHITEHOUSE, the OrtGINAL INVENTOR and 
|Patentee of the Wrought-Iron Gas Tube in 1824, 
j having unremittingly given his attention to the most 
perfect means of making this article (now so much 
| Tequired) for a period of nearly thirty years, begs with 
||the utmost confidence to call! the attention of Gas 
Engineers, and Consumers of Tubes, to the excellent 

quality now made at the above-named Works. 
||, Specimens of Tubes, of any diameter, sent carriage 
\| free to any part of the Kingdom; and orders of any 
| Magnitude executed promptly, the stock on hand ave- 
|| Yaging generally from ONE to THR&B HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND Fegt, with a corresponding quantity of Fittings. 
Tubular Flues, for marine and locomotive Boilers, 
}Made on the most approved method, and of the best 
|Charcoal Iron; also, Casings for Well Sinkers and 
| Borers in search of minerals, with male and female 
|| Jcints, and a perfectly smooth and regular interior. 
Core Bars for Ironfounders, and Brass Gas Fittings of | 


any kind for Plumbers or Gas Fitters. 


pipe. 


found very satisfactory :— 


the purpose intended. 





required of it. 


Observe—Every article is most carefully tested by 
hydraulic pressure before passing to the warehouse, 


sively for seven years past. 


CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 


HOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 


Valves, from the smallest branch to the 


state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve 


auy respect of performing satisfactorily 
“Tam, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 


“ Messrs. Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 





CREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent. 
cheaper than any other Clay Retorts manufactured, 











a osu | 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 5 lees | 
Suort Street, New Cut, BLackrriars, LONDON. | dé 3 Fae! 
The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these . g/@35 |=" 
lose A Shape. Sizes. aléle EE: Bes 
wie] 3 ale" Ps 
The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 8 of & iS Size 
“ The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, ™ 2 P 
Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846. eet) in.| £ s.d.} 8. d. | 
“Gentlemen,—In reply to your pope. & have % . fet aap a : 24 2 ee 5 0 | 
as been use ° in. by 12 in. 2,;2 8 6 0 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- --|16in. byl3in.} 8 | Ti2120] 6 6 
lt waz adopted to obviate -| 18in. by l4in.] 8/24/35 O00] 7 6 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the -+.|l9in, by l3in.} 8/24/3 00) 7 6 
conical metal plug-coeks, and has been found to answer -| 20in, by l4in.| 9/| 34) 3120) 8 O 
i rts byl5in.| 8 | 23/3160] 9 6 
“I have recommended its use in several provincial -| lin. by}5in.| 8) 24) 2120) 6 6 
towns with which I am professionally connected, and -) in. by 15in. | 10) 24/3 50) 6 6 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in I8in. by 18in.) 8} 25/3 40) 8 0 
L that is 18in.byl2in.} 8) 24)/3 00) 7 6 























All other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order. 
References and further particulars may be obtained on 
application to the Patentee, Gas Works, BLackBURKN. 


**GeppIz Pearse. 








































‘Nov. 10,] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 
TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. | 
JOHN VICKARY 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas 
Companies and Engineers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite 
destroyed and entirely past repair. 

J. V. has introduced a coating or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not | 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the actian of either water or gas; and-preventing the possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the body of | 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs. When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place | 
above rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair. Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which | 
cannot popese in the above improvement. ° 

RASA eels a that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced 

up present time. 

The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c., made on the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c, 


Meters sent at the lowest London prices. 
Carriage paid to any part of England. 











WEST and GREGSON, 








F, & C. 0 S L E R, 

44, OXFORD-STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory— Broad-street, Birmingham, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 

ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


(Made from “‘ RecistERED” DesIGns), with Glass Brancugs, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMsS. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of’this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BaLL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE Lowest TERMS. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
— manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it is welded; in 


ERS, &c., UNION-STREET, OLDHAM, 


Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Ganges, Experimental Gasholders, Go-| 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. | 


GREAT EXHIBITION PRIZE MEDAL, | 





AND CERTIFICATE FOR GAS METERS, 
Class 22. No. 424. 


| 
ADDON and FORD, Gas Meter and 
APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS, | 
Founp.ine Terrace, Gray’s INN RoapD, Lonpon, 
Beg, respectfully, to call the attention of Gas Com-| 
panies and others to their CHEAP GAS COOKING 
APPARATUS, the most simple and efficient yet pro-| 
duced. It has been found on trial to fulfil all the} 
culinary requirements of an ordinary family—Roaating, 
Baking, Boiling, and Steaming, at the same time. 
Price 50s., subject to discount. Size, 30 inches high, 
15 inches diameter. 
. _ In addition to Meters of the patent and ordinary | 
description, P. and F. manufacture Station Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Apparatus, and every kind of 
Gas Machinery, 








ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYN E, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, | ire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 











oar ae 
[185s, | 


WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER | 






| 





| 
| 
| 


t 


GAS METER MANUFACTURERS, BRASSFOUND. | 





LESMAHAGO GAS COAL, 


Ames FERGUSON, Lessee of the 


Auchinheath Gas Coal-field (the most extensive 
and valuable in the parish of Lesmahago), respectfully 
{| intimates to the Managers of Gas Works and Con- 
|] sumers of Gas Coal, that he is prepared to ship the best 
nality of the above we'l-known COALS at Glasgow or 
|| Leith ; and also to deliver them at the railway stations 
upon, or connected with, the Caledonian Railway, to 
f ong extent which may be required. 
rice, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson, 
Gax Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J. H. Jones, 1, Poets’- 
corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London. 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


j 
Orders promptly executed. 
} 
f 
| 
' 





UFFORD’S FIRE-BRICKS, 
} RETORTS, CRUCIBLES, andCLAY. A large 
| stock always on hand, and every description of Fire- 
') proof goods carefully and promptly made to order, 
FRANCIS TONGUE RUFFORD 

(Sole Proprietor), 
|| Manufacturer of R and Finch’s Patent Porcella- 
neous Glazed Baths (in one piece), Slabs, Tiles, §c. 

STOURBRIDGE. 


; 
ILLIAM  SUGG he eet and 3 ~d 


|| Meters, combining all the latest acknowledged im- 
|| provements; Brass Founder, Gas Fitter, and Lamp 
|! Contractor; Manufacturer of all kinds of Plain and 
|| Ornamental Gas Apparatus, and Contractor for the 
|| Erection of Gas Works. Designs and Estimates sub- 
|| mitted; Staton Meters and Governors of any size. 

|} Gas Meter and Apparatus Works, 19 and 20, 
! Marsham-street, Westminster. 








proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom. 











SHEARS AND SONS’ | 
PATENT DRY GAS METERS 

Are supplied to Gas Companies and the Public as the | 

best-and simplest Dry Gas Meters in use. They are 

acknowledged to be of first-rate workmanship and accu- | 

racy of registration.—Shears and Sons continue to sup- 

ly these a “ — ane terms; and they | 

also manufacture Wet Gas Meters, i 

their Patent Indices. sbi acid 
BANKSIDE, LONDON. | 


NEW HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, 


DPFRIES'S Gas Stoves, Ranges, and 
BATHS just completed for two kitchens in the 
above building. A great variety in stock upon the same 
principle. GAS BATHS from £7, by which a warm 
bath may be obtained for THREE HALFPENCE! 
Gas Couking and Heating Stoves, for all classes, from 
op Defries’s celebrated DRY GAS METERS—50,000 
n use, , 
¢ Testimonials at the Office, 145, Regent-street. 
Manufactories removed from 10, Hampstead-road, and 
67, St. Martin’s-lane, to more extensive premises in the 
New-road, near Albany-street. 


KELLY, Cast Iron Wharf, 31, 
¢ Bankside, London. — Retorts of superior 
quality, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, 
Syphons, and every description of Castings for Gas 
and Water Works, Gasometers, Tanks, Purifiers, Con- 
en, &c., erected complete, or the materials sup- 
plied. 
Gas Valves and Sluice Cocks on an improved prin- 
ciple. Patent Gas Tubing and Connections. 


A stock of the above articles kept. 


The Pipes and Retorts supplied by M. K. are cast 
vertically, which ensures soundness and equality of 
thickness throughout. 














° ° | 
Dp? you wish to extend your business? | 
to INCREASE YOUR INCOMB? or to EFPRCT SALES | 
FOR YOUR Goons in England orin — part of the world? | 
If you do, then apply, either personally or by letter (pre- | 
paid, with postage stamp for reply), to Mr. HupsON, 
Contract Office for Advertisements, No. 2, Lindsey-place, | 
Chelsea, Middlesex, where contracts are made for the | 
insertion ot Advertisements in all the British, Colonial, | 
and Foreign Newspapers, &c. This is important to 
Publishers, as well as Advertisers and the public gene- 
rally.—Agents wanted in the principal towns. 








\HULETT AND CO., 55 ann se, HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 

Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas Meter 
|| Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
|| be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas Meter ever made. 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 











Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelop 


PENDANTS, 
AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 


GAS FITTINGS. 


GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


*SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &e. &e.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 
COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 


D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
e, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 


Manufacturers of 
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